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Study Guide 

  
Congratulations Congratulations on your enrollment in a distance learning course from the 

Distance Learning and Technologies Department (DLTD) of the Marine 
Corps Institute (MCI).  Since 1920, the Marine Corps Institute has been 
helping tens of thousands of hard-charging Marines, like you, improve their 
technical job performance skills through distance training.  By enrolling in 
this course, you have shown a desire to improve the skills you have and 
master new skills to enhance your job performance.  The distance learning 
course you have chosen, MCI 0383A, Infantry Squad Leader:  Squad Tactics, 
prepares Marines for planning, fire support, offensive, and defensive 
operations at the squad level. 

  
Your Personal 
Characteristics 

• YOU ARE PROPERLY MOTIVATED.  You have made a positive 
decision to get training on your own.  Self-motivation is perhaps the most 
important force in learning or achieving anything.  Doing whatever is 
necessary to learn is motivation.  You have it! 

 
• YOU SEEK TO IMPROVE YOURSELF.  You are enrolled to improve 

those skills you already possess, and to learn new skills.  When you 
improve yourself, you improve the Corps! 

 
• YOU HAVE THE INITIATIVE TO ACT.  By acting on your own, you 

have shown you are a self-starter, willing to reach out for opportunities to 
learn and grow. 

 
• YOU ACCEPT CHALLENGES.  You have self-confidence and believe 

in your ability to acquire knowledge and skills.  You have the self-
confidence to set goals and the ability to achieve them, enabling you to 
meet every challenge. 

 
• YOU ARE ABLE TO SET AND ACCOMPLISH PRACTICAL 

GOALS.  You are willing to commit time, effort, and the resources 
necessary to set and accomplish your goals.  These professional traits will 
help you successfully complete this distance training course. 

 
Continued on next page 
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Study Guide, Continued 

  
Beginning Your 
Course 

Before you actually begin this course of study, read the student information 
page.  If you find any course materials missing, notify your training officer or 
training NCO.  If you have all the required materials, you are ready to begin. 
 
To begin your course of study, familiarize yourself with the structure of the 
course text.  One way to do this is to read the table of contents.  Notice the 
table of contents covers specific areas of study and the order in which they are 
presented.  You will find the text divided into several study units.  Each study 
unit is comprised of two or more work units, unit exercises, and finally, a 
study unit exercise. 

  
Leafing 
Through the 
Text 

Leaf through the text and look at the course.  Read a few work unit exercise 
questions to get an idea of the type of material in the course.  If the course has 
additional study aids, such as a handbook or plotting board, familiarize 
yourself with them. 

  
The First Study 
Unit 

Turn to the first page of study unit 1.  On this page you will find an 
introduction to the study unit and generally the first work unit.  Work unit 
contain learning objectives, work unit, and exercises. 

  
Reading the 
Learning 
Objectives 

Learning objectives describe in concise terms what the successful learner, 
you, will be able to do as a result of mastering the content of the work unit.  
Read the objectives for each work unit and then read the work unit.  As you 
read the work unit text, make notes on the points you feel are important. 

  
Completing the 
Exercises 

To determine your mastery of the learning objectives and text, complete the 
exercises developed for you.  Exercises are located at the end of each work 
unit, and at the end of each study unit.  Without referring to the text, complete 
the exercise questions and then check your responses against those provided. 

 
Continued on next page 
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Study Guide, Continued 

  
Continuing to 
March 

Continue on to the next work unit, repeating the above process until you have 
completed all lessons in the study unit.  Follow the same procedures for each 
study unit in the course. 

  
Seeking 
Assistance 

If you have problems with the text or exercise items that you cannot solve, 
ask your training officer or training NCO for assistance.  If they cannot help 
you, request assistance from your MCI distance learning instructor by 
completing the course content assistance request form located at the back of 
the course. 

  
Preparing for 
the Final Exam 

To prepare for your final exam, you must review what you learned in the 
course.  The following suggestions will help make the review interesting and 
challenging. 
 
• CHALLENGE YOURSELF.  Try to recall the entire learning sequence 

without referring to the text.  Can you do it?  Now look back at the text to 
see if you have left anything out.  This review should be interesting.  
Undoubtedly, you’ll find you were not able to recall everything.  But with 
a little effort, you’ll be able to recall a great deal of the information. 

 
• USE UNUSED MINUTES.  Use your spare moments to review.  Read 

your notes or a part of a study unit, rework exercise items, review again; 
you can do many of these things during the unused minutes of every day. 

 
• APPLY WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED.  It is always best to use the 

skill or knowledge you’ve learned as soon as possible.  If it isn’t possible 
to actually use the skill or knowledge, at least try to imagine a situation in 
which you would apply this learning.  For example, make up and solve 
your own problems.  Or, better still, make up and solve problems that use 
most of the elements of a study unit. 

 
Continued on next page 



 viii  

Study Guide, Continued 

  
Preparing for 
the Final Exam, 
continued 

• USE THE “SHAKEDOWN CRUISE” TECHNIQUE.  Ask another 
Marine to lend a hand by asking you questions about the course.  Choose 
a particular study unit and let your buddy “fire away.”  This technique can 
be interesting and challenging for both of you! 

 
• MAKE REVIEWS FUN AND BENEFICIAL.  Reviews are good habits 

that enhance learning.  They don’t have to be long and tedious.  In act, 
some learners find short reviews conducted more often prove more 
beneficial. 

  
Tackling the 
Final Exam 

When you have completed your study of the course material and are confident 
with the results attained on your study unit exercises, take the sealed envelope 
marked “FINAL EXAM” to your unit training NCO or training officer.  
Your training NCO or officer will administer the final examination and return 
the examination and the answer sheet to MCI for grading.  Before taking your 
final examination, read the directions on the DP-37 answer sheet carefully. 

  
Completing 
Your Course 

The sooner you complete your course, the sooner you can better yourself by 
applying what you’ve learned!  HOWEVER--you do have 2 years from the 
date of enrollment to complete this course.   

  
Graduating! As a graduate of this distance learning course and as a dedicated Marine, your 

job performance skills will improve, benefiting you, your unit, and the Marine 
Corps.  

  
Semper Fidelis! 
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STUDY UNIT 1 
 

MISSION AND ORGANIZATION OF THE MARINE RIFLE SQUAD 
 

The Marine rifle squad is the foundation of the United States Marine Corps.  You, as the 
squad leader, can well realize your role as the leader of Marines in your squad.  All other units in 
the Marine Corps exist for the sole purpose of supporting you.  They want you to seek out, close 
with, and destroy the enemy.  This is your mission, and this course is designed to help you 
accomplish this mission.  This portion of the squad leader series covers tactics, which is your 
lifeline to success on the battlefield. 
 

Study Unit Objective:  To identify the methods used to control your squad when not in 
contact with the enemy; to estimate tactical situations; to prepare and issue an operational 
order; and to plan a patrol. 

 
Work Unit 1-1.  CONTROLLING UNIT MOVEMENT WHEN NOT IN CONTACT 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  To control squad movement when not in contact with the 
enemy. 

 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 

 
l.l.la. Given a tactical scenario, identify the combat formations you would employ based 

on the information provided in the scenario. 
 
 l.l.lb. Provided with a tactical scenario that would require you to use arm-and-hand 

 signals to give a command, identify both the illustration of the signals you would 
 use and the type of signal. 

 
 l.l.lc. From a tactical scenario, identify controlling the movement of the squad to the 

 assembly area. 
 
 l.l.ld. Identify supervisory functions used to control individual squad members from a 

 specific tactical scenario. 
 
l.l.la.   COMBAT FORMATIONS.  The squad leader prescribes the combat formation for his 
squad.  However, the platoon commander and squad leader may prescribe the initial formation 
for their respective subordinate units when the situation dictates or when the commander so 
desires.  Subsequent changes may be made by the subordinate unit leader.  Combat formations 
enable the squad leader to control the fire and maneuverability of his squad when moving to and 
also while assaulting an enemy position.  The formations into which the squad leader may 
organize his squad are squad column, squad line, squad echelon right or left, squad wedge, and 
squad vee.  The characteristics of squad formations are similar to those of the fire team. 
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(1)  SQUAD COLUMN (fig. 1-1).  The column formation is designed for speed, control, 
and ease of movement.  It is best employed through dense vegetation or when 
visibility is greatly reduced, such as at night or in fog.  It is especially suitable for 
narrow covered routes of advance, maneuvering through gaps between areas 
receiving enemy artillery fire, and moving through areas of limited observation.  
From this formation, the squad can rapidly fire and maneuver to its flanks.  However, 
the column formation is vulnerable to hostile fire from the front because the squad is 
restricted from delivering effective fires to its front.  This formation is excellent for 
speed of movement and when strict control is desired by the squad leader. 

 
Fig. 1-1.  Squad Column. 

 
(2)  SQUAD LINE (fig. 1-2).  The squad line is normally used when the location and 

strength of the enemy are known, during the assault, mopping up, and crossing short 
open areas.  This formation provides maximum firepower to the front, but it is 
difficult to control by the squad leader due to the fairly wide dispersion of his 
Marines. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1-2.  Squad line. 
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(3)  SQUAD ECHELON (fig. 1-3).  The squad is organized to the right or to the left.  It 
is used to provide maximum firepower to the front and to the exposed flank.  It is 
used to protect an open or exposed flank.  Movement in this formation is slow and 
difficult to control by the squad leader, especially under conditions of reduced 
visibility. 

 

 
     Fig. 1-3.  Squad echelon. 
 

(4)  SQUAD WEDGE (fig. 1-4).  The squad is organized with one fire team forward and 
two fire teams back.  This formation facilitates control, provides all-around security, 
is flexible, and provides adequate fire in all directions.  You would use this formation 
when the enemy situation is uncertain and the terrain and visibility require dispersion. 

 
 

 
 
 

Fig. 1-4.  Squad wedge.



MCI 0383 1-4 Study Unit 1 

 
(5)  SQUAD VEE (fig. 1-5).  The squad is organized with two fire teams forward and 

one fire team back.  This formation facilitates movement into squad line.  It provides 
excellent firepower to the front and flanks.  It also provides all around security and is 
used when the enemy is to the front and his strength and location is known.  This 
formation MAY be used when crossing large open areas. 

 
 

 
 
 

Fig. 1-5.  Squad vee. 
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To become proficient in squad tactics, a squad leader's prime consideration is to have  
complete control of his squad in any situation.  These three combat formations assist in 
controlling the movement of the squad.  As a squad leader, you should become tactically 
proficient in conducting these formations.  Use the fire team leaders to help control the 
formations when moving.  Adequate dispersion between individual Marines and proper noise, 
light, and self-discipline remain a constant consideration when moving in a combat formation. 
 
EXERCISE l.l.la. Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
   listed at the end of this study unit. 
 
 TACTICAL SCENARIO:  Your platoon commander tells you to move your squad in a 

column formation through a narrow trail, which is in a wooded area with fairly dense 
vegetation.  You do so and after you have moved approximately 300 meters along the 
trail, you notice the trail leads to an open area that expands into a likely area of ambush 
on your left flank.  You decide that the column formation is no longer adequate for 
movement in this type of area so you organize your squad into a different combat 
formation. 

  

 1. What combat formation did you choose for movement to protect your exposed left 
flank? 
 

a. Squad line 
b. Echelon right 
c. Echelon left 
d. Remain squad column 
 

Continuing with your movement, you come upon an open area which is exposed on both 
flanks but is only approximately 75 meters long.  At the other end of the open area is a 
tree line leading to a wooded area where there is the likelihood of enemy positions.  You 
decide again to change your squad's combat formation. 
 

 2. What combat formation did you choose for movement in order to cross the short open 
area? 

 

a. Squad line 
b. Echelon right 
c. Echelon left 
d. Squad column 

 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

l.l.lb.  SIGNALS.  Signals are used to transmit commands or information when voice 
communications are difficult, impossible, or when silence must be maintained.  Subordinate 
leaders repeat signals to their units whenever necessary to ensure prompt and correct execution.  
You, as the squad leader, should use signals to effectively control your squad during movement 
and at other times when necessary.  There is a wide range of signals that may be used.  The 
following text should serve as a guide and aid you to use signals effectively. 
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(1) WHISTLE SIGNALS.  The whistle is an excellent signal device.  However, 
because of its wide use, there is the danger that whistle signals from adjacent units 
may be confusing to your squad.  The whistle provides a rapid means of sending a 
message to a large group.  The whistle signal must be prearranged and understood 
by all Marines in the squad to be effective and not misinterpreted.  The whistle's 
effectiveness may be reduced by noises normally existing on the battlefield. 

 
(2) SPECIAL SIGNALS.  Special signals consist of all special methods and devices 

used to transmit commands or information.  You, as the squad leader, operating at 
night, may use taps on your helmet or rifle butt to signal "HALT," "DANGER," 
"MOVE FORWARD," or "ASSEMBLE HERE."  These signals must be 
understood by all your squad members and rehearsed prior to their use.  
Pyrotechnics and smoke signals may be used as signals to attack, withdraw, mark 
front lines, indicate targets, and cease or shift fire.  An important signal for you to 
use to indicate a target for your squad is the use of tracer rounds.  You can devise 
any type of special signal as long as it is understood by all and you check with the 
platoon commander to make sure that the other squads are not using a signal 
which already has a set meaning. 

 
(3) ARM-AND-HAND SIGNALS.  Standard arm-and-hand signals and other visual 

signals such as air panels, pyrotechnics, grenades, marking rounds, lights, flags, 
mirrors, and tracer ammunition are all signals that you can employ.  Knowledge 
of arm-and-hand signals is vital at the squad level.  You have evidently received 
arm-and-hand signals while assigned to a fire team.  As a squad leader, you will 
be the Marine who gives these signals in most cases.  For the purposes of this 
work unit, we will discuss only a few of the arm-and-hand signals most 
commonly used by squad leaders, and, in particular, those used to control 
movement in organizing for squad combat formations. 

 
ARM-AND-HAND SIGNALS FOR COMBAT FORMATIONS 
 

FORM COLUMN (fig. 1-6).  Raise either arm to  
the vertical position.  Drop the arm to the rear,    
making complete circles parallel to the body. 

 
 
           Fig. 1-6.   
 

FORM A LINE (fig. 1-7).  Raise both arms 
laterally until horizontal, arms and hands  
extended, palms down.  If necessary to indicate  
a desired direction, move in that direction at the 
same time. 

 
 
           Fig. 1-7. 
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WEDGE FORMATION (fig. 1-8).  Extend both arms  
 downward and to the sides at an angle of 45o below the  

horizontal, palms to the front. 
 
 
 
                 Fig. 1-8. 
 

FORM ECHELON LEFT (fig. 1-9) OR RIGHT (fig. 1-10).  Face the unit(s) being 
signaled and extend one arm 45° above and the other arm 45° below the horizontal, 
palms to the front.  The lower arm indicates the direction of the echelon.  You may give 
supplementary commands (signals) to ensure prompt and proper execution. 

 
   Fig. 1-9.     Fig. 1-10. 

 
 
 
 
FIRE TEAM (fig. 1-11).  Place the right arm  
diagonally across your chest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Fig. 1-11. 
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VEE (fig. 1-12).  Extend arms at an angle  
of 45° above the horizontal, forming the  
letter "V" with arms and torso. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
          Fig. 1-12. 
 
 SHIFT (fig. 1-13).  Raise the hand that is on the side 

toward the new direction across the body, palm to 
the front; then swing the arm in a horizontal arc, 
extending arm to point the direction. 

 
 
 
 
          Fig. 1-13. 
 
 
 
 
 CLOSE UP (fig. 1-14).  Start signal with both arms  

extended sideward, palms forward, and bring palms  
together in front of the body momentarily.  If you need  
to repeat signal, return your arms to your sides by moving  
them in front of the body. 

 
              Fig. 1-14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 DISPERSE (fig. 1-15).  Extend either arm vertically  

overhead; wave the hand and arm to the front, left,  
right, and rear; the palm goes toward the direction of  
each movement. 

 
 
 
 
 
              Fig. 1-15. 
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SKIRMISHERS (FIRE TEAM), LINE FORMATION\ 
 SQUAD (fig. 1-16).  Raise both arms laterally until  

horizontal, arms and hands extended, palms down.   
If it is necessary to indicate direction, move in the  
desired direction at the same time. 

 
 
 
          Fig. 1-16. 
 

DECREASE SPEED (fig. 1-17).  Extend your arm  
horizontally sideward, palm to the front, and wave  
arm downward several times, keeping it straight.   
Your arm does not move above the horizontal. 
 

 
 
 
          Fig. 1-17. 
 
 
 

RALLY POINT (fig. 1-18).  Touch your belt buckle 
with one hand and then point to the ground.  For  
objective rally point, use same signal except make- 
small circular motions while pointing to the ground. 

 
 
 
                  Fig. 1-18. 
 



MCI 0383 1-10 Study Unit 1 

EXERCISE l.l.lb. Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
listed at the end of this study unit. 

 
TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You are directing your squad through a short open area, 
advancing with the squad on line toward a wooded area.  Enemy positions are suspected in 
the tree line at the edge of the woods.  You are about 60 yards from the tree line when you 
notice that your squad is veering off toward the left which is not in the direction you want to 
proceed.  You decide to use an arm-and-hand signal to give a command. 
 
1.  From the following illustration, select the arm-and-hand signal you would use to signal 

 your fire team leaders to change the direction of the squad movement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 2.  If your squad came under enemy fire, what type of signal could you use to show your 

 squad where to concentrate their counter fire? 
 
  a.  Whistle      
  b.  Tracer round(s)     

c. Air panel 
d. Point 

 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
l.l.lc.  MOVEMENT TO THE ASSEMBLY AREA.  Your squad prepares for an attack by 
executing an advance to contact.  This is a tactical movement to gain or reestablish contact with 
the enemy.  This advance begins with the movement to the assembly area, at which time final 
preparations are made in the assembly area for movement to the line of departure.  Using this 
sequence of movement will place your squad in contact with the enemy and in the proper shape 
and time.  Movement to the assembly area is accomplished by troop formations peculiar to 
advance movement to contact.  These troop formations are the Route Column, the Tactical 
Column, and depending on the enemy situation, the Approach March.  These formations and 
how they affect your squad are discussed in the following text. 
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(1) ROUTE COLUMN.  When the probability of enemy contact is not likely (except 
in the form of air strikes and long range missiles) the movement is made in route 
column.  Units within the column are administratively grouped for ease of control 
and speed of movement.  The movement begins at a time specified by the platoon 
commander.  You will report to the platoon commander when your squad begins 
moving.  The platoon commander will position your squad in the column or 
where he can best control the squads.  You will establish radio communication 
with the platoon.  You will use messenger and arm-and-hand signals to the 
maximum to control movement within the unit. 

 
(2) TACTICAL COLUMN.  The tactical column formation will be employed for 

greater security when the enemy situation has changed from contact not likely to 
contact possible.  When this occurs, the squad may be used in many ways.  You 
are advised of the change in the enemy situation (contact unlikely to possible).  A 
shift to a tactical column is directed by fragmentary order from the platoon 
commander.  You, as squad leader, will report to the platoon commander that you 
have completed the shift to a tactical column.  Because the squad is the smallest 
Marine unit with flexibility, it is ideal for use by the larger units mainly for 
security elements for the tactical column.  The ways you may be charged with 
employing your squad as security elements are: 

 
CONNECTING ELEMENTS.  These are files or groups which are used to 
maintain contact between units of the command.  Connecting files are individuals 
who are sent out to maintain contact between units.  A connecting group consists 
of one or more fire teams from your squad.  They may be designated as either 
flank or column connecting files or groups, depending on their mission.  The use 
of these connecting elements is governed by visibility in most situations.  The 
mission of these connecting elements is discussed in the following paragraphs. 

 
  FLANK CONNECTING FILES OR GROUPS (fig. 1-19).  Connecting files or 

groups that maintain contact with units, guards, or patrols on the flanks are called 
flank connecting files or groups.  Their primary mission is to report the location 
and situation of the unit with which the file or group is maintaining contact. 
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Fig. 1-19.  Connecting elements for flank (A) and column (B). 
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COLUMN CONNECTING FILES OR GROUPS (fig. 1-19).  Individuals or fire 
teams used to maintain visual contact between the elements of a tactical column 
are called column connecting files or groups.  Contact between the point and the 
advance party is provided by either connecting files or a connecting group 
consisting of one fire team.  Between larger units of the advance guard, main body, 
and rear guard, a connecting group may consist of a squad. 
 

  SQUAD AS POINT OF ADVANCE GUARD (fig. 1-20).  The point precedes the 
advance party along the general direction of attack for a unit.  The distance between 
the point and advance party is dictated by the commander of the advance party.  
Their mission is to prevent the enemy in the immediate vicinity of route of march 
from surprising the troops following, and to prevent any undue delay of the 
column.  Possible ambush sites (stream crossings, road junctions, and small 
villages) are thoroughly probed by the point unit. 

 
Formations for the point are prescribed by the squad leader.  Generally, you would 

organize your squad using the wedge formation with fire teams in either wedge or open column 
formation. 

 

 
   Fig. 1-20.  Point of advance guard (squad in wedge formation). 
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When tasked as the point of the advanced guard, the following actions should be taken 
into consideration: 
 

1.  Conduct a map reconnaissance of the march route with emphasis on: 
 

a.  Start, release, and checkpoints 
b.  Obstacles along the route 
c.  Likely ambush sites 

 
2. Include the following in the march order: 
 

a.  Initial squad formation 
b.  Assignment of a sector of observation for each fire team (fig. 1-21) 
c.  Route and rate (speed) of march 
d.  Location and identifying features of control points 
e.  Security measures during halts and while moving 
f.  Accountability of all personnel and equipment during halts 

 

3. Follow the assigned route and rate of march. 
4. Conduct continuous reconnaissance to the front and immediate flanks of the march  

route. 
5. Investigate likely ambush sites. 
6. Report all enemy sighting. 
7. Engage enemy in order to: 
 

 a.  Destroy him 
 b.  Pin the enemy down to cover the remainder of the advance party 

 

8. Report contact with enemy to include: 
 

a. Action taken 
b. Enemy location, disposition, and strength 
 

    
    Fig. 1-21.  Fire team sectors of observations.s 
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You generally place yourself just to the rear of one of your fire teams in order to 
effectively control your squad.  You will use arm-and-hand signals to communicate with your 
squad. 

 
SQUAD AS THE REAR POINT (fig. 1-22).  In the same manner that the advance party 

dispatches a point forward, the rear party employs a point to cover its rear.  You will employ 
your squad in a vee or column formation and position yourself at the head of the rearmost fire 
team.  This formation is easy to control, provides all around security, favors fire and maneuver to 
the flanks, and the fire is adequate in all directions.  The rear point stops to engage the enemy 
only when they threaten to interfere with the march. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1-22.  The squad as the rear point. 
 

You will take into consideration the same tasks as those for the point of advance guard 
except you will concentrate your continuous reconnaissance efforts to the rear rather than to the 
front.  You will also select successive delaying positions while on the march and withdraw from 
these positions by bounds or alternate bounds.  Follow the rear party at a prescribed distance 
from the commander. 
 

SQUAD AS POINT OF FLANK GUARD.  Your mission is the same as that for the point 
of advance guard and you will consider the same tasks except you will concentrate your efforts 
to the flanks.  In addition, you may be required to clear key terrain features and maintain contact 
with connecting elements of the march. 
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SQUAD EMPLOYED AS A FLANK PATROL.  The rifle squad may be employed as a 
flank security patrol.  You may be ordered to occupy an important terrain feature on the flank of 
the advance, or to move parallel to the column at a prescribed distance.  This distance is 
governed by the speed of the column and the terrain.  It is desirable to use vehicles or helicopters 
if available.   

 

When moving on foot parallel to the column, the patrol will use a combat formation 
based on the terrain, speed, and protection.  As discussed earlier, when moving through short 
open terrain, the squad line should be used.  In a heavily wooded area, the flank patrol may use 
the squad column.  The leading fire team is designated the scouting element of the patrol. 
 

The patrol moves to prevent the enemy from placing effective small arms fire on the 
column.  The patrol will investigate areas likely to conceal the enemy or provide them with good 
observation.  The patrol moves rapidly from point to point, separating and protecting the column 
from enemy locations.   

 

Actions upon contact with the enemy are handled in the same manner as the front and 
rear security points.  Engage if threatening the column; otherwise, report all enemy activity to 
include strength, location, and disposition. 
 

SQUAD AS SECURITY FOR THE HALTED COLUMN.  Security for the halted 
column is established by use of the advance, flank, and rear guards.  They generally occupy 
terrain features controlling the likely approaches to the halted column.  Special attention is given 
to the flank.   

 

Position your fire teams where they can best observe and defend all avenues of approach 
leading into the squad area of responsibility.  Ensure alert observation by detailing observers in 
pairs and arranging for frequent reliefs. 
 

SQUAD IN PREPARING FOR APPROACH MARCH.  The tactical column normally 
ends when a unit occupies an assembly area to prepare for the attack.  The approach march 
formation is used when enemy contact is expected.  The squad prepares for the approach march 
in the assembly area; however, the enemy situation may cause a unit to deploy into the approach 
march from the tactical column without occupying an assembly area. 
 

When deploying to the tactical column from the route column and the fragmentary order 
is issued to fire teams directing shift to a tactical column, follow these actions: 
 

(1)  Report shift to tactical column to platoon commander.  
(2)  Organize squad using tactical considerations. 
(3)  Ensure proper security measures are in effect for your squad. 
(4)  Ensure point actions are characterized by aggressive action.  
(5)  Post rear security to protect the squad against surprise from the rear.  
(6)  Position fire teams to provide mutual support.  
(7)  Activate necessary communication nets.  
(8)  Report arrival at control points, phase lines, etc., to the platoon commander.  
(9)  Report contacts with the enemy to the platoon commander. 
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EXERCISE l.l.lc. Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
listed at the end of this study unit. 

 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  Your squad is in a route column moving along a winding 
trail through wooded terrain.  You are with your company-sized unit when your 
platoon commander gives you a fragmentary order telling you that the enemy situation 
has changed and you are to be the point of advance guard for the company tactical 
column. 

 

1. In what formation would you deploy your squad/fire teams as the point of advance  
guards? 
__________________________________________________________________. 

 

2. As the point, you should assign your squad a sector of 
 

a.   fire. 
b.   observation. 
c. patrolling. 
d. terrain. 
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3. From the illustration, match the letter with the appropriate item in the column.  
Place your answers in the spaces provided. 

 

 
_____ Main Body 
 

_____ Rear Point 
 

_____ Flank Connecting Group 
 

_____ Column Connecting Group 
 

_____ Flank Patrol 
 

_____ Column Connecting File 
 

_____ Flank Guard 
 

_____ Point of Advance Guard 
 

_____ Rear Party 
 

_____ Advance Party 
 
_____ Support Unit 
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l.l.ld.  SUPERVISE AND CONTROL INDIVIDUAL SQUAD MEMBERS.  You, as the Marine 
infantry squad leader, are in command of your squad.  Whatever action your squad does or fails 
to do is your responsibility.  Continuous supervision is vital to the control of your squad for all 
activities which involve your squad.  With the assistance of your fire team leaders, you can 
readily be prepared for any task you may be called to perform.  Some of the areas in which you 
should concentrate strict supervision are discipline, dispersion, cover, concealment, and 
camouflage when in a tactical environment.  We will discuss these areas of supervision in the 
following paragraphs. 
 

(1) DISCIPLINE.  Discipline comes in many forms.  Like the others you will learn, 
 this knowledge or lack of it will be a deciding factor on the battlefield.  The 
 disciplines you should enforce within your squad are: 

 
(a)  Self-Discipline 
(b)   Weapons Maintenance Discipline 
(c)   Equipment Maintenance Discipline 
(d)   Fire Discipline 
(e)   Supply Discipline 
(f)   Communication Discipline 
(g)   Noise Discipline 
(h)   Light Discipline 
(i)   Hygienic Discipline 

 
In supervising your squad to exhibit the many forms of discipline, you must instill in 

them the ability to think, especially when in a tactical environment.  Most of these disciplines 
deal with not being detected or giving away your position to the enemy.  This is what we mean 
when we say "tactical." 
 

(2) DISPERSION.  When we discussed the tactical column earlier, you learned a 
little about dispersion between units (length of physical separation).  The units in 
the tactical column were separated for the purpose of security from enemy 
engagement.  It is difficult for the enemy to (effectively) engage a unit if that unit 
is properly dispersed.  This applies to your squad as well.  You must maintain 
individual dispersion in your squad/fire team formations when moving tactically.  
The control measures you use to keep your squad adequately dispersed are arm-
and-hand signals, dispersing your fire team leaders, and keeping your weapons 
and materials properly dispersed.  If contact with the enemy is made, the 
protection of your squad may well depend on the dispersion of the individual 
Marines.  Always keep in mind, however, that too much dispersion creates control 
problems. 
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(3) CAMOUFLAGE, COVER, AND CONCEALMENT.  As a member of a fire 
team, you learned the importance of camouflage, cover, and concealment.  As a 
squad leader, you must strictly enforce these concepts to prevent detection and 
annihilation of your squad in combat.  Using camouflage, the enemy's ability to 
detect you greatly diminishes.  He cannot "aim in" on you if he cannot see you.  If 
you have adequate cover, even if he engages you, he cannot harm you.  Practicing 
camouflage, cover, and concealment is a continuous task for the whole squad.  
You must be alert to these protective measures and enforce them aggressively.   

 

Throughout this course on tactics, you will be constantly reminded to enforce discipline, 
dispersion, camouflage, cover, and concealment in your squad. 
 
EXERCISE l.l.ld: Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 

listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You are moving as the point of the advance guard for the 
company tactical column.  You are advancing along a trail when you notice that two 
members of your first fire team are engaged in noticeable conversation and not 
adequately covering their sector of observation.  In addition, the two are "bunched up" 
and not dispersed properly.  You decide to take immediate corrective action. 

 

1.  What disciplines did the two fire team members violate? 
 

a.   Self and fire discipline  
b.   Self and light discipline  
c. Self and noise discipline 
d. Self and weapons discipline 

 

2.  What signal would you use to disperse them? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Work Unit 1-2.  ESTIMATING THE SITUATION 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  Estimate the situation prior to the attack. 
 

Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 

1.1.2a.  Given a tactical scenario, explain the METT-TSL/KOCOA process for situation  
  estimates. 

 

 1.1.2b.  List the four elements of a warning order. 
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1.1.2a.  SITUATION ESTIMATE.  Estimating the situation is a problem solving process.  It is a 
method of selecting the course of action which offers the greatest possibility of success.  As 
a squad leader, your estimate will be a rapid and continuous mental process.  Your estimate of 
the situation should be followed no matter how quickly a decision must be made.  The squad 
leader analyzes the course of action and considers both the advantages and disadvantages of 
each by using the METT-TSL process of estimating the situation.  METT-TSL is a key word you 
use in the process.  METT-TSL means Mission (M), Enemy (E), Terrain and Weather (T), 
Troops and Fire Support (T), Time (T), Space (S), and Logistics (L).  We will discuss these 
estimation factors in the following paragraphs. 
 

(1) MISSION.  The mission is a clear, concise, and simple statement of the task to be 
performed by your squad.  It must be carefully examined and thoroughly understood.  
It is the basis for all actions of your squad until it is accomplished.  In analyzing the 
mission, identify exactly what your squad is to accomplish.  You must know how 
much time you have to prepare, and you must be aware of restrictions or special tasks 
that apply to your squad. 

 
 

(2) ENEMY.  Information concerning the enemy comes from many sources.  The most 
reliable information is obtained by personal reconnaissance; no decision should be 
made without a reconnaissance when time permits.  The important information about 
the enemy is his strength, location, composition, type of weapons, disposition, 
tactical methods, and also recent actions.  When analyzing the enemy, develop the 
best picture of him from the information you've received to tell your squad members 
how to destroy or suppress him. 

 
(3) TERRAIN AND WEATHER.  The terrain and weather affect all plans and actions.  

THEY MUST BE STUDIED FROM BOTH THE FRIENDLY AND ENEMY VIEW 
POINTS.  The squad's plan of action must take full advantage of the terrain.  The 
weather, both present and predicted, will have an effect on visibility, movement, and 
fire support.  The squad leader uses a method of analyzing the military aspects of 
terrain.  He uses the key word KOCOA in this method.  This is accomplished as 
follows: 

 
(a)   KEY TERRAIN (K).  A key terrain feature is any locality or area of which the 

seizure or control gives a marked advantage to either opposing force.  This 
advantage generally lies in terrain which affords good observation and fields of 
fire. 

 
(b) OBSERVATION AND FIELDS OF FIRE (O).  Observation is the ability of 

your squad to see the enemy locations.  Observation assists in gaining 
information on the enemy, accurately directing fire on him, and in controlling 
your squad.  Fields of fire are the areas that a weapon (or group of weapons) can 
cover and are essential to the effective employment of direct fire weapon 
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(c)  COVER AND CONCEALMENT (C).  Cover is protection from enemy fire.  
Concealment is hiding or disguising your squad and its activities from enemy 
observation.  Terrain features that offer cover also provide concealment.  Greater 
irregularities of the terrain offer more cover and concealment from ground 
observation.  You must study every little bit of ground in order to deploy your 
squad toward an effective advantage over the enemy. 

 
(d) OBSTACLES (O).  Obstacles are natural or artificial terrain features which stop, 

delay, or restrict military movement.  They may help or hinder your squad, 
depending on their location and composition.  For example, a deep creek located 
across the direction of movement will slow an attacker, while the same type of 
creek on the flank of an attacker affords a measure of security.  Generally, 
obstacles in your path favor the defending force, while those obstacles parallel to 
you favor your squad by protecting to a degree, your flank (covered avenue of 
approach). 

 
(e)   AVENUES OF APPROACH (A).  An avenue of approach is a terrain area 

which permits a route of movement for a force.  It should also provide ease of 
movement, cover and concealment, favorable observation and fields of fire, and 
adequate room for maneuverability.  You must take great care in deciding upon a 
likely avenue of approach. 

 
(4) TROOPS AND FIRE SUPPORT AVAILABLE.  This is your own squad's strength 

and location as compared with that of the enemy.  You should know what assistance 
is available from supporting weapons (machineguns, rocket launchers, mortars, tanks, 
artillery, naval gunfire, and aircraft). 

 
(5) TIME AVAILABLE.  Commanders use the following to plan available time: 

 
   1/3 to 2/3 rule (allocate 2/3 of available time for subordinates) 
   Backward planning 
   Parallel and concurrent planning 
 

(6) SPACE.  Consider all distances.  How far is your objective, how far is the fire 
support, and how far are the reinforcements? 

 
(7) LOGISTICS.  Consider how much gear you need and how it will affect your 

movement.  Consider when and where you can get resupplied if necessary. 
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EXERCISE 1.1.2a. Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
   listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  Your squad is the point of advance guard for the company 
tactical column.  As the point, you have been moving for approximately 600 meters when 
your platoon commander informs you of a halt in the column.  You are told that aerial 
reconnaissance has spotted enemy activity on the reverse side of hill 654 which is about 
1500 meters northeast of your position.  He tasks you to take your squad to the area near 
the enemy activity and estimate the situation.  You receive the mission and proceed to the 
area. Meanwhile, the tactical column remains halted and sends out security patrols to the 
flanks.  After approximately two hours, you arrive at your objective (military crest of that 
hill) and proceed with your mission. 

 
For items 1-4, fill in the blanks. 

 
1. Your mission is to  

____________________________________________________________________. 
 

2. In order to accomplish your mission, you use a key word to guide your actions. 
That key word is 
____________________________________________________________________. 

 
3. The key word METT-TSL means to  
 

a. Understand the    ___________________________________. 
b. Learn about the   ___________________________________. 
c. Consider the effects of   ___________________________________. 
d. Know location and strength of ___________________________________. 
e. Make proper use of available  ___________________________________. 
f. Consider time and space  ___________________________________. 

 g. Resupply is a consideration of ___________________________________. 
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You observe and note the activity of the enemy without being detected.  You estimate 
that the enemy unit is of a size that would require a reinforced platoon to successfully 
engage.  You begin to observe the terrain for a possible engagement.  You remind 
yourself to use the  key word KOCOA to estimate the terrain. 

 
4.  The key word KOCOA means 

 
a.  ________  terrain. 
b.  ________  and fields of fire. 
c.  ________  and concealment. 
d.  ________  that are present. 
e.  ________  of approach. 
 
You withdraw from the objective using alternate bounds and report your estimate of 
the situation to the platoon commander.  The company commander is contacted and he 
decides to prepare for the attack based upon your estimate. 

 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
1.1.2b.   WARNING ORDER.  The warning order gives advance notice of an order to follow.  
Its purpose is to provide subordinates (your squad) with maximum time for preparation and to 
place them in a state of readiness for an anticipated operation. 

 

(1)  The four elements you should include in a warning order are (a) situation, (b) 
 mission, (c) general instructions, and (d) specific instructions (fig. 1-23). 
 

(a)  A brief statement of the situation  
(b)  Mission of the squad  
(c)  General instructions: 
 

1.  General and special organization 
2.  Uniform and equipment common to all 
3.  Weapons, ammunition, and equipment 
4.  Chain of command 
5.  A time schedule for the squad's guidance 
6.  Time, place, uniform, and equipment for receiving the operation order 
7.  Times and places for inspections and rehearsals 

 

(d)  Specific instructions: 
 

1.  To subordinate leaders (fire team leaders) 
2.  To special purpose teams or key individuals 
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 (2) Include in your warning order what your team leaders need to know to get ready.  
The warning order should be BRIEF; don't try to make it into an operation order.  
This order will be covered in the next work unit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1-23.  Example of warning order. 
 
EXERCISE 1.1.2b. Answer the following questions and check your response against those  

listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You are informed by your platoon commander that the 
company commander has decided to attack the enemy location upon which you have 
returned with the situation estimate.  You decide to give your squad a warning order to 
prepare for the operation.  You use a warning order form to accomplish the task.  You 
reach into your squad leader's notebook and pull out the form.  As you fill it out, you are 
reminded of the four elements associated with the warning order. 

 

1. The four elements of the warning order are 
 

a. _____________________________________________________________________. 
b. _____________________________________________________________________. 
c. _____________________________________________________________________. 
d. _____________________________________________________________________. 

 

2. Special instructions should be given to 
 

a.  the fire team leaders.   
b.  the platoon commander. 
c. every other man. 
d. the entire squad. 
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Work Unit 1-3.  PREPARING AND ISSUING AN ORAL OPERATION ORDER 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  Prepare and issue an operation order to the squad. 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 
1.1.3a. Identify the key word BAMCIS to initiate preparation. 
 
1.1.3b. Identify the key word SMEAC to issue the operation order. 

 
1.1.3a. TROOP LEADING PROCEDURES (BAMCIS).  In planning and preparing for the 
attack, you will issue a warning order to your squad in order for them to start preparing for the 
attack.  While your squad is carrying out the warning order, begin conducting the troop leading 
steps, as appropriate.  These troop leading steps are aids in preparing for and executing assigned 
missions.  They will assist you, your squad, and your fire team leaders in making the best use of 
time, facilities, and personnel.  All the steps should be considered, but depending on the mission 
and time available, the degree of consideration for each will vary.  The troop leading procedures 
or BAMCIS, the key word they are commonly referred to as, are discussed in the following 
paragraphs. 
 

(1) BEGIN PLANNING (B).  Once you receive the order from the platoon 
 commander, proper use of available time must be planned.  The squad leader uses 
 a planning sequence called "reverse planning."  This means that you will start 
 with the LAST action for which a time was specified and then work back to when 
 you received the order.  For example:  the platoon commander said to be ready at 
 1430 in the assembly area.  The following is how you might plan your time: 

 

1430: Platoon commander said to be ready. 
1415: Inspect assembly area. 
1400: Inspect your squad. 
1315: Issue the operation order to your squad. 
1300: Finalize the squad operation order. 
1200: Make a reconnaissance with the platoon commander. 
1100: Issue warning order to your squad. 
1030: Arrange for a recon with your platoon commander. 
1000: Receive warning order from the platoon commander. 
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This sequence helps ensure that time is allowed for all necessary action.  During this 

stage of planning, you should analyze the terrain and the friendly and enemy situation (METT-
TSL).  From this, formulate a preliminary plan of action for accomplishing the mission.  This 
preliminary plan is only tentative and will often be changed. 
 

(2) ARRANGE FOR RECONNAISSANCE AND COORDINATION (A).  Use a 
map (if available) to select a route and prepare a schedule or reconnaissance.  
During this stage, you want to arrange for the movement of your squad and 
arrange for the reconnaissance route to include persons to accompany you on the 
reconnaissance.  You will also need to schedule prearranged meetings with 
adjacent and supporting unit leaders. 

 

(3) MAKE A RECONNAISSANCE (M).  To make the best use of your men and 
weapons, you must see and evaluate terrain on which you will fight.  There will 
be times when you can only make a map reconnaissance, but if time allows and if 
everything to this point is in hand, get out on the terrain.  During the 
reconnaissance phase, you should complete your estimate of the situation (METT-
TSL).  Meetings with adjacent and supporting unit leaders are held as scheduled.  
While on the reconnaissance, you should select a vantage point from which to 
orient your fire team leaders.   

 

(1)  COMPLETE THE PLAN (C).  Based on your completed reconnaissance, you 
should review your preliminary plan.  You may or may not want to change it, but 
you certainly will add more detail.  You will complete the estimate of the 
situation and select the tasks you want your fire teams to perform.  Determine the 
initial squad formation based on METT-TSL.  Designate the base fire team, plan 
for crossing obstacles, provide extra security depending on the mission, and 
prepare to designate defensive positions on the objective.  Once you have 
compared notes and made necessary changes and have finalized your plan, you 
are ready to issue the order. 



MCI 0383 1-28 Study Unit 1 

 
(5) ISSUE THE ORDER (I).  This is the most important step of the troop leading 
 steps.  Squad orders are issued orally, and because of this, it is VITAL that you 
 have the complete attention of your squad prior to issuing the order. 

 
Note:   The "S" in BAMCIS will be covered after you learn how to issue the order. 
 

Your best recourse is to issue your order at a vantage point to orient your squad so they 
can "see" what you are saying.  Normally, you will not be able to overlook the ground you are 
planning to attack when issuing the order in an offensive situation.  Use a sketch or construct a 
terrain model of the area you plan to attack.  Do this prior to issuing your order so your squad 
will have a clearer understanding of the plan while you issue the order (fig. 1-24).  You will issue 
your order following the 5-paragraph format or more commonly called SMEAC.  We will 
discuss SMEAC in the following paragraphs. 

 

 
    Fig.  1-24.  Using a terrain model. 
 
1.1.3b.  (SMEAC).  The 5-paragraph order is derived from the operation order and is structure to 
meet the needs of the small unit leader.  The only difference between the two orders is that the  
5-paragraph order is structured to be given orally, while the operation order is structured to be 
presented in writing.  The 5-paragraph order is used from the company level and below. 
You will issue the order orally. 
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PARAGRAPH 1, SITUATION (S) 
 

a.  ENEMY FORCES.  Consists of the composition, deposition, location, movement, 
capabilities, and recent activities of enemy forces. 
 

b.  FRIENDLY FORCES.  States the mission of the next higher unit location and mission 
of adjacent units and mission of nonorganic supporting units which may affect the actions of 
your squad. 
 

c. ATTACHMENTS AND DETACHMENTS.  States what units are attached to or  
detached from the squad by higher headquarters.  This includes the effective time of attachment 
or detachment. 
 
PARAGRAPH 2, MISSION (M).  States clearly and precisely the task your squad must 
accomplish. 
 
PARAGRAPH 3, EXECUTION (E) 
 

a.  CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS.  Consists of the squad leader's brief summary of the 
tactical plan from the operation. 
 

b.  SUBORDINATE TASKS (MISSIONS).  States in each succeeding subparagraph the 
missions that are assigned to each fire team, and any attached units or members. 
 

c.  RESERVE.  Identifies the unit which is assigned the reserve mission and tasks 
assigned to that unit.  Normally, a reserve is not designated below company level.  If no reserve 
is designated, this subparagraph is omitted. 
 

d.  COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS.  Gives coordinating instructions in the last 
subparagraph that apply to two or more subordinate units (your fire teams). 
 
PARAGRAPH 4, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS (A) 
 

This paragraph contains information or instructions pertaining to rations, ammunition, the 
location of the distribution point, the corpsman and the aid station, the handling of prisoners of 
war, and other administrative and supply matters. 
 

PARAGRAPH 5, COMMAND AND SIGNAL (C) 
 

a. Gives special instructions on communications, which include such items as the 
prearranged signals, the countersign (for challenging), radio call signs and sequences, emergency 
signals, radio procedures, pyrotechnics, and restrictions on the use of communications. 
 

b. Location of the platoon commander 
 

c. Location of the platoon sergeant 
 

d. Location of the squad leader (fire team leaders) 
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BRIEFLY, THE 5-PARAGRAPH ORDER (SMEAC) is: 
 
SITUATION 
 

Information on enemy and friendly forces to include the mission and intended actions of 
at least the next higher headquarters and the units on your right and left. 
 
MISSION 
 

What task your squad is to accomplish. 
 
EXECUTION 
 

Your tactical plan for accomplishing the mission, to include the tasks for each team and 
member. 
 
ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS 
 

Information concerning ammunition, resupply, rations, medical support, and 
POW/casualty evacuation. 
 
COMMAND AND SIGNAL 
 

Signals and other control measures (radios) to be used during the attack; where you will 
be and where your next higher unit leader will be. 
 

SUPERVISE ACTIVITIES (S).  The last letter in BAMCIS stands for supervise.  
You should continuously supervise your squad to ensure that your order is carried 
out as intended.  Inspect and rehearse your squad prior to the attack.  Rehearsals 
provide confidence and improve ability.  Noise and confusion will dominate on 
the battlefield unless each squad member knows exactly what task he must 
accomplish in the mission.  Inspection of your squad is the last duty to perform 
prior to the actual conduct of a tactical operation.  The least you should inspect 
are: 

 
• Weapons 
• Ammunition 
• Mission-essential equipment (demo, starlight scopes, etc.) 
• Tactically prepared uniform and equipment, (proper fit and appearance, 
     loose equipment tied down, camouflage, etc.) 
• Carry only necessary equipment 
• Ask questions/answer questions 
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EXERCISE 1.1.3a. Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
listed at the end of this study unit. 

 
TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You have issued a warning order to your squad and are 
reminded that you will need to prepare to give the 5-paragraph order.  You reach into 
your squad leader's notebook and pull out a card listing the troop leading steps. 
 
1. The troop leading steps are: 
 
 B   ______________________________________________________________. 
 A   ______________________________________________________________. 
 M  ______________________________________________________________. 
 C   ______________________________________________________________. 
 I    ______________________________________________________________. 
 S   ______________________________________________________________. 
 
2.   In what troop leading step do we use the 5-paragraph order (SMEAC) 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.   The 5-paragraph order (SMEAC) means: 
 

  S   ______________________________________________________________. 
 M  ______________________________________________________________.   
 E   ______________________________________________________________.  
 A   ______________________________________________________________.  
 C   ______________________________________________________________.  
 
 4.   Match the SMEAC designation in column 1 with the appropriate item in column 2. 
  Place your answers in the spaces provided. 

 
    Column 1    Column 2 
 
  Designation      Items 
 
     S      a.  Ammo, rations, and medical 
     M      b.  Tactical plan and tasks 
     E      c.  Enemy and friendly info 
     A      d.  Radios, pyro, and location of P.C. 
     C      e.  Squad task to accomplish 
 



MCI 0383 1-32 Study Unit 1 

5.   Match each BAMCIS step in column 1 with the appropriate item step in column 2. 
   Place your answers in the spaces provided. 
 
   Column 1       Column 2 
 
               BAMCIS Step         Items 
 
 _______ B     a.  Review and correct preliminary plan 
 _______ A     b.  Inspect, rehearse, and supervise 
 _______ M     c.  Recon area of attack 
 _______ C     d.  5-paragraph order 
 _______ I     e.  Use map to arrange route/schedule 
 _______ S     f.  Sequence of reverse planning 
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
Work Unit 1-4.  PLANNING PATROLS 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  Plan and prepare for a reconnaissance or a combat patrol. 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 

 
1.1.4a. Explain the organization of a reconnaissance patrol. 

 
1.1.4b. Identify the organization of a combat patrol. 

 
1.1.4c. Given a list of patrol steps and a list of the characteristics of each step, match each 

patrol step with its characteristic. 
 
INTRODUCTION.  This work unit is intended to provide you, the squad leader, with some basic 
knowledge of the patrol.  The patrol is a detachment sent out by the commander of a larger unit 
to perform an assigned mission of reconnaissance or combat.  Because of the in depth knowledge 
the infantry squad leader must know about patrolling, the Marine Corps Institute has developed 
a separate course just for patrolling:  MCI 0335A, Infantry Patrolling.  For the purpose of this 
course, this work unit will provide you with basic organization knowledge of the patrols and 
steps to use when planning a patrol. 
 

PATROL ORGANIZATION.  A patrol is organized so the mission is accomplished in 
the most efficient manner possible.  Proper organization assists in the effective use and control of 
time, equipment, subordinate leaders, and other patrol members of your squad.  There are two 
steps in organizing a patrol for its action on the objective.  They are:  (1) General Organization, 
which is the organization of the patrol into elements and a patrol headquarters; and (2) Special 
Organization, the organization of elements into teams needed to accomplish the mission at the 
objective.   
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Elements are the major subdivisions of the patrol; an element leader is assigned 
within each element.   

 
Patrol headquarters is composed of the patrol leader and the personnel providing 
support for the entire patrol such as a forward observer, corpsman, and radio 
operator. 

 
The patrols you are concerned with are the Reconnaissance Patrol and the Combat Patrol. 

 
1.1.4a. RECONNAISSANCE PATROL ORGANIZATION.  A reconnaissance patrol normally 
has no more than two elements, a reconnaissance element and the security element (fig. 1-25).  A 
small reconnaissance patrol (2-, 3-, or 4-man patrol) with a simple point reconnaissance or 
surveillance mission is not organized into elements.  Instead, it is organized into a single 
reconnaissance and security team.  A large reconnaissance patrol may require a patrol 
headquarters (fig. 1-25) in addition to the reconnaissance and security elements. 

 
 

   Fig. 1-25.  Reconnaissance patrol organization. 
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(1) THE RECONNAISSANCE ELEMENT  reconnoiters or maintains surveillance 
 over the objective.  It is organized into as many reconnaissance teams as are 
 needed to accomplish the mission (fig. 1-26), or it may be organized into 
 reconnaissance and security teams if no separate security element has been 
 assigned (fig. 1-27). 

 

 
 

 Fig. 1-26.  Example of reconnaissance and security element organization. 
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Fig. 1-27.  Example of reconnaissance patrol organization  
      without separate security element. 

 

(2) THE SECURITY ELEMENT secures the objective rallying point, gives early 
warning of energy approach into the objective area, and protects the 
reconnaissance element.  When the security element is organized as a separate 
element, it should contain as many security teams as are needed to accomplish the 
mission. 

 

(3) THE PATROL HEADQUARTERS is normally organized as a separate element 
only during movement, and members return to a reconnaissance or security 
element to perform their primary duties upon reaching the objective area.  The 
patrol leader may perform in a dual capacity such as serving as an element leader 
as well as a patrol leader.  Other personnel assigned to the patrol headquarters 
such as a forward observer, corpsman, or radio operator may be assigned to 
another element in the objective area, but would not be assigned any other 
primary duty except their own. 

 

1.1.4b. COMBAT PATROLS.  A combat patrol is generally organized into the patrol 
headquarters, assault element, support element, and security element (fig. 1-28).  When 
appropriate, however, the support element may be eliminated by adding automatic weapons to 
the assault element. 

 

Fig. 1-28.  Example of the general organization of a combat patrol.
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(1) THE ASSAULT ELEMENT is organized into two or more assault teams when 

the actions of individuals in the assault element cannot be directly controlled by 
the element leader. This would be the case when the assault element is larger than 
a squad or the objective is to be assaulted from more than one direction at the 
same time.  The assault element has the mission of engaging the enemy in the 
objective area.  Normally, special purpose teams such as demolitions, search, and 
prisoner teams are assigned to the assault element or patrol headquarters for direct 
control by the patrol leader (fig. 1-29). 

 

 
 

Fig. 1-29.  Example of special organization of a combat  
  patrol with special teams attached. 
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(2) THE SUPPORT ELEMENT  (machinegun, antiarmor, mortar, and other supporting  

weapons) (fig. 1-29) is also organized into two or more support teams when the 
weapons of the support element cannot be directly controlled by the support element 
leader.  This would be the case when there are either too many supporting weapons 
or when they are too far apart for the direct control of the element leader.  If the 
number of support personnel is small and easily controlled, they may be formed into 
a team and placed under the control of the assault element leader (fig. 1-30).  The 
support element of a combat patrol is normally organized when additional firepower 
is desired at the objective and when suitable firing positions are available. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1-30. Example of special organization of a combat patrol with special  
teams attached but with no separate support element. 

 
(3) THE SECURITY ELEMENT is organized into security teams, as needed, to perform 

security during movement by the patrol and after the patrol has reached the objective 
to include securing the objective rallying point and denying enemy access to the 
objective area.  Scout dog teams are an example of the type of special teams which 
may be attached to the security element (fig. 1-30). 

 
(4) THE PATROL HEADQUARTERS for a combat patrol, as with a reconnaissance 

patrol, is kept as small as possible.  Normally it is organized to contain the patrol 
leader and any other personnel such as corpsman, forward air controller (FAC), and 
artillery forward observers (FO's) who have no specific duties with the other 
elements. 
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SUMMARY:  Organize the patrol so each individual, team, and element is assigned a specific 
task, but keep in mind the need for individuals, teams, and elements to know all tasks, not just 
their own. This gives the patrol leader maximum flexibility to take care of any emergency. 
 

EXERCISE 1.1.4a & b.  Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
listed at the end of this study unit. 

 

1. A reconnaissance patrol normally has no more than two elements.  They are 
 

_________________________________________________________________________. 
 

2. If reconnaissance patrol is large, then the patrol may include a third element.  This is 
called the 

 

_________________________________________________________________________. 
 

3. A combat patrol is generally organized into what four elements? 
 

_________________________________________________________________________. 
 

4. Which two elements of the combat patrol must be organized into teams when they cannot 
by directly controlled by the element leader? 

 

_________________________________________________________________________. 
 

 

Matching:  Match each element in column 1 with its appropriate mission in column 2.  Place 
    your answers in the spaces provided. 
 

  Column 1      Column 2 
 

Element      Mission 
 

_____  5.  Reconnaissance Element   a.  Engages enemy in objective area 
_____  6.  Security Element    b.  Reconnoiters and maintains  
_____ 7.  Assault Element         surveillance   
_____  8.  Support Element    c.  Includes patrol leader, corpsman  
_____ 9.  Patrol Headquarters        (FAC) 

d. Secures objective rallying point 
e. Organized for additional 

firepower 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
1.1.4c.  PATROL PLANNING PREPARATION.  This section of the work unit outlines the 
patrol steps (troop leading procedures) required in planning and preparing for a patrol.  The last 
step, execute the mission, is defined briefly but is explained in more detail in the next study unit 
where you will use these skills to conduct the patrol.  Generally, all patrols are planned, 
prepared, and executed in similar fashion.  These patrol steps are presented separately so you can 
understand them easier.  In practice, however, the experienced patrol leader considers and 
accomplishes two or more steps at the same time.  He studies the situation and terrain at the same 
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time as he considers the mission.  He coordinates continuously and supervises at all times, 
personally and through subordinates, and he reconnoiters as early as possible and combines this 
with other actions. 
 

PATROL STEPS  Consider all of the following 12 steps and accomplish the applicable steps.  
The order may vary. 

 

(1)   STUDY THE MISSION.  The patrol leader carefully studies the mission. 
  Through this, and a careful study of the terrain and situation, he identifies the  
  essential tasks to be accomplished in executing the mission. 
 

(2) PLAN USE OF TIME.  Combat situations seldom allow you as much time for 
planning and preparation as you would like; therefore, proper use of available 
time must be planned.  As soon as you complete studying the mission, make a 
schedule which allows time for each action of the patrol.  Use the first step in 
BAMCIS, the planning sequence called “reverse planning” (fig. 1-31). 

 

 
 

Fig. 1-31.  An example of a patrol leader's time schedule. 
 

(3) STUDY TERRAIN AND SITUATION.  You should use the key word KOCOA  
to analyze the terrain.  Study the strengths, locations, dispositions, and capabilities 
of friendly and enemy forces which will affect your patrol's operation.  From the 
terrain situation study, make a tentative plan based on the mission, terrain, and the 
situation. This tentative plan will lay the foundation for the detailed plan to be 
discussed later. 
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(4) ORGANIZE THE PATROL.  General and special organizations are assigned.  

Marines or units are assigned to either the headquarters or to one of the elements 
or teams in the patrol. 

 

(5) SELECT MEN, WEAPONS, AND EQUIPMENT.  This can be accomplished 
when organizing the patrol.  Determine the elements and teams required to 
accomplish the essential tasks, and select men, weapons, and equipment to fill 
these elements/teams. 

 

(6) ISSUE WARNING ORDER.  You should use the warning order format discussed 
 earlier in this study unit.  Remember the four elements of a warning order:  
 situation, mission, general, and specific instructions (fig. 1-32). 

 

 

Fig. 1-32.  Example of a completed patrol warning order. 
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(7) COORDINATE.  Coordination is continuous throughout planning, preparation, 
and conduct of the patrol.  Some of the major areas for coordination are the 
following: 

 
(a)  Movements in friendly areas 
(b)  Departure and re-entry of friendly areas 
(c)  Fire support, which can help in:  (6 D's) 

 
1.  Destroying enemy 
2.  Deceiving enemy 
3.  Denying enemy approach 
4.  Defending the patrol 
5.  Directing for navigation 
6.  Detecting the enemy 

 
(8) MAKE A RECONNAISSANCE.  Visual reconnaissance confirms, clarifies, and 

supplements information provided by maps, aerial photographs, and other 
sources.  Routes should be selected during reconnaissance. 

 
(9)   COMPLETE A DETAILED PLAN.  Once the warning order is issued, the 

reconnaissance is made, and patrol members prepare themselves and their 
equipment.  The patrol leader now develops his tentative plan into a detailed plan 
for accomplishing the mission.  This plan will follow the 5-paragraph order or 
SMEAC format discussed earlier in this study unit. 

 
(10) ISSUE THE PATROL ORDER.  The following is an example of the patrol order 

you might give to your patrol following the SMEAC format for information they 
need. 
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PATROL ORDER 
 
1.  SITUATION 
 

a.  Enemy forces:  weather, terrain, identification, location, activity, strength. 
b. Friendly forces:  mission of next higher unit, location and planned actions of 
  units on right and left, fire support available, missions and routes of other patrols 
c.  Attachments and detachments. 

 
2.  MISSION - The patrol's task to be accomplished and location of area. 
 
3.  EXECUTION 
 
 a.  Concept of operation--the overall plan--and missions of elements, teams, and 

 individuals in the objective area. 
  b. Other missions, not in the objective area, for elements, teams, and 

 individuals.  Included are such tasks as navigation, security during movement,  
 and security when halted. 

  c.  Coordinating instructions 
   (1)   Times of departure and return 
   (2)   Primary and alternative routes 
   (3)   Departure and reentry of friendly areas 
   (4)   Organization for movement 
   (5)   Actions at danger areas 
   (6)   Actions on enemy contact 
   (7)   Rallying points and actions at rallying points 
   (8)   Actions in objective area 
   (9)   Debriefing 
   (10) Other actions 
   (11) Rehearsals and inspections 
 
4.  ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS 
 

a.  Rations 
b. Arms and ammunition 
c.  Uniform and equipment (state which members will carry and use) 
d. Method of handling wounded and prisoners 
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5. COMMAND AND SIGNAL 
 

a.  Signal 
 

(1)  Signals to be used within the patrol 
(2)  Communication with higher headquarters--radio call signs, 

primary and alternative frequencies, times to report, and special 
codes to be used 

(3) Challenge and password 
 

b. Command 
 

(1) Chain of command 
(2) Location of leaders at various times--during movement, at danger 

areas, at the objective 
 

(11) SUPERVISE, INSPECT, AND REHEARSE.  Supervision is continuous 
by all leaders.  Inspections and rehearsals are vital to proper preparation.  
Inspections determine the patrol's physical and mental state of readiness.  
Inspect BEFORE you rehearse to insure completeness of uniform and 
equipment.  Conduct an inspection after the final rehearsal just prior to 
departure, as well.  Rehearsals help insure the operational efficiency of the 
patrol.  Suitability of equipment to the mission is verified and patrol 
members become thoroughly familiar with the actions they are to take 
during the patrol.  You should talk the entire patrol through each phase of 
the patrol to give a clear statement of what is to be accomplished.  If time 
allows, subordinate leaders should conduct similar rehearsals for their 
units before the final rehearsal. 

 
(12) EXECUTE THE MISSION.  This is where you will put all of your 

planning and preparation to use.  The next study unit will cover the patrol 
leader's conduct of the patrol. 
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EXERCISE 1.1.4c. Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
listed at the end of this study unit. 

 
Matching:  Match each patrol step in column 1 with its characteristics in column 2.  

Place your answers in the spaces provided. 
 

GROUP 1 
 
Column 1       Column 2 
 
Patrol Step       Characteristic 
 
____ 1.  Study the mission.     a.  Reverse planning 
____ 2.  Plan use of time.     b.  General and special 
____ 3.  Study terrain and situation.    c.  Identifying essential tasks 
____ 4.  Organize the patrol.     d.  KOCOA/METT-TSL 
 
 

GROUP 2 
 
Column 1       Column 2 
 
Patrol Step       Characteristics 
 
____  5.  Select men, weapons               a.  Is done throughout, uses 6 D’s 

equipment.      b.  Considers the four elements  
____  6.  Issue warning order          format 
____  7.  Coordinate.      c.  Confirms, clarifies, and adds to   
____  8.  Make a reconnaissance.         info 
               d.  Determines elements and teams 
 

GROUP 3 
 
Column 1       Column 2 
 
Patrol Step       Characteristics 
 
____   9.  Complete detailed plans.    a.  Conducting the patrol 
____ 10.  Issue operation order.    b.  Physical and mental 
____ 11.  Supervise, inspect, rehearse.   c.  Preparing 5-paragraph order 
____ 12.  Execute the mission.    d.  SMEAC delivery 
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SUMMARY REVIEW 
 

Within this study unit, you have identified the methods used to control your squad when 
not in contact with the enemy.  You learned how to estimate tactical situations and how to 
prepare/issue an operation order using the acronyms BAMCIS and SMEAC as guides.  You 
learned how to plan and prepare for a patrol. 
 

In the next study unit, you will identify the methods used to conduct patrols, infiltrate 
enemy lines, conduct a squad day and night attack, attack a fortified position, control unit fires 
and maneuver and call for fire.  In addition, you will learn how to consolidate and reorganize 
your squad following contact. 
 
Answers to Study Unit #1 Exercises 
 

Work Unit 1-1. 
 
Exercise 1.1.1a 
 
1. c. 
2. a. 
 
Exercise 1.1.1b 
 
1. b. 
2. b. 
 
Exercise l. l.1c 
 
1. Squad wedge with fire teams in wedge or open column 
2. b. 
3.    d. 
       f. 
       i. 
       h. 
       g. 
       k. 
       j. 
      a.  
      e. 
.     b. 
      c. 
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Exercise 1.1.1d 
 
1.   c. 
2.   Arm and hand signal to disperse 
 
Work Unit 1-2. 
 
Exercise 1.1.2a 
 
1. estimate the situation 
2. METT-TSL 
3. Mission 
 Enemy 
 Terrain and weather 
 Troops and fire support 

Time 
Space  
Logistics 

 
4.  Key 
    Observation  
    Cover  
    Obstacles  
    Avenues 
 
Exercise 1.1.2b 
 
1. Situation 
 Mission 
 General instructions 
 Special instructions 
2. a. 
 
Work Unit 1-3. 
 
Exercise 1.1.3a 
 
1. Begin planning. 
 Arrange for reconnaissance  (coordinate). 
 Make a reconnaissance. 
 Complete the plan. 
 Issue the order. 
 Supervise activities. 
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2. Issue the order 
 

3. Situation 
 Mission 
 Execution 
 Administration and Logistics 
 Command and signal 
 

4. c.  
e. 
b. 
a. 
d. 

 

5. f. 
e. 
c. 
a. 
d. 
b. 

 

Work Unit 1-4. 
 

Exercise 1.1.4a & b 
 

1.  Reconnaissance and Security 
2.  Headquarters 
3.  Headquarters, assault, support, and security 
4.  Assault and support 
5. b. 
6. d. 
7. a. 
8. e. 
9. c. 
 

Exercise 1.1.4c 
 

1. c. 
2. a. 
3. d. 
4. b. 
5. d. 
6. b. 
7. a. 
8. c. 
9. c. 
10. d. 
11. b. 
12. a. 
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STUDY UNIT 2 
 

SQUAD ACTION IN OFFENSIVE COMBAT (ATTACK) 
 

To effectively wage combat, the commander must have timely information of the enemy.  
In some situations, such as you have learned in study unit 1, the commander's main units must be 
protected or screened from the enemy.  This study unit introduces you, as the squad leader, to the 
means by which these missions are accomplished.  In study unit 1, you learned to plan a patrol, 
whether it be a reconnaissance or a combat operation.  In this study unit, you will learn to carry 
out that plan and complete your assigned mission.  You will also learn offensive combat as it 
involves your squad and your actions as its leader. 
 

Study Unit Objective:  To gain an understanding of the methods used to conduct the 
patrol, infiltrate enemy lines, conduct a squad day and night attack, attack a fortified 
position, and control unit fires and maneuver.  In addition, you will learn how to 
consolidate and reorganize your squad following enemy contact. 

 
Work Unit 2-1.  CONDUCTING A RECONNAISSANCE OR COMBAT PATROL 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  Identify how to conduct and control squad actions and 
movement on the patrol using a tactical scenario.  (1.2.1) 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 
1.2.1a. Identify the method used to select patrol routes. 
 
1.2.1b. Match the factors that affect formations and organization for movement for a 

patrol. 
 
1.2.1c. Match duty assignments to teams and individuals of the patrol and the order 

of movement. 
 
1.2.1d.  Identify methods of control and coordination with friendly units. 
 
1.2.1e. Identify the actions you should take at danger areas and accompanying 

security measures. 
 
1.2.1f. Identify immediate action procedures upon enemy contact. 
 
1.2.1g. Identify method of reporting and critiquing the patrol. 
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1.2.1a.  PATROL ROUTE SELECTION.  A patrol should be assigned only one mission.  In 
order to accomplish this mission, it is often necessary to avoid detection by the enemy and, in 
addition, to avoid unnecessary enemy contact while en route to the objective.  The success of 
your patrol in arriving at the objective undetected will depend to a great extent on the route used 
by the patrol.  When selecting the route, you must consider the patrol mission, cover and 
concealment, observation and fields of fire, key terrain features, obstacles, and danger areas 
along the route.  Selection of a patrol route requires careful map and/or aerial photograph study, 
consulting personnel who are familiar with the area of operation, and actual terrain 
reconnaissance.  Some guidelines to follow in the selection of a patrol route are: 
 
PRINCIPLES OF ROUTE SELECTION 
 

(1) Avoid known or suspected enemy positions, obstacles, etc.  If this is unavoidable, 
designate them as prearranged targets for supporting arms (mortars and artillery). 

 
(2) Avoid roads, trails, villages, and other populated areas. 
 
(3) Avoid moving parallel to enemy and friendly frontlines. 
 
(4) Avoid prominent or singular terrain features. 
 
(5) Use a route over natural obstacles. 
 
(6) Use a route that affords concealment from the enemy in daylight. 
 
(7) At night, use a route that permits silent movement. 
 
(8) Use a different route to return from your objective. 
 
(9) Permit a degree of flexibility in your primary route selection. 
 
(10)  Select a route which permits simplicity in movement whenever possible (ease in 

navigation). 
 
 The infantry squad leader MCI course 0381A, Tactical Terrain Navigation, is an 
excellent course that covers selecting a patrol route in more detail. 
 



MCI 0383 2-3 Study Unit 2 

EXERCISE 1.2.1a. Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
listed at the end of this study unit. 

 
TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You have issued your 5-paragraph order to your squad and 
have rehearsed and inspected squad members in preparation of your patrol.  You are 
waiting for departure time.  You have assembled your fire team leaders and navigator 
together to go over the patrol route one more time before departure.  Earlier in the day, 
you discovered an obstacle during your reconnaissance that was not on your map.  In 
addition, you point out areas along the map that could be considered danger areas; you 
are not fully satisfied with your patrol route.  You look at your map and consider the 
principles of route selection.  You analyze your route (fig. 2-1). 

 
 

 
Fig. 2-1.  Patrol route selection. 

 
1.  Patrol Route AB has at least three danger areas.  They are 

 
 a.  checkpoints 1, 2, and 4. 
 b.  checkpoints 1, 6, and 5. 
 c.  checkpoints 1, 3, and 4. 
 d.  checkpoints 2, 3, and 4. 
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2.  Using the principles of route selection, patrol route AA would probably be the best route 
to take for a(n) 

 
 a.  daylight operation. 
 b.  night operation. 
 c.  ambush patrol. 
 d.  reserve mission. 

 
 3.  Which patrol route would best serve for a night mission? 
 

 a.  AA  
 b.  AB 
 c.  AC 

 
Since your mission is for a daylight patrol, you decide to go with patrol route AA because you 
wish to avoid as much activity as possible to keep from being detected.  You tell your fire team 
leaders your choice of a patrol route and point out to them the danger areas along the route. 
 

4. You point out three basic danger areas on patrol route AA.  They are checkpoint 3, 
checkpoint 4, and 

 
 a.  hill 600. 
 b.  the village. 
 c.  checkpoint 1. 
 d.  the stream crossing. 

 
1.2.1b.  FORMATIONS AND ORDER FOR MOVEMENT.  You must determine the 
formation(s) in which your patrol will move to the objective area.  You will also have to 
determine the location of the elements, teams, and individuals in the formation.  This is called 
organization for movement.  Formations for your squad, which were discussed in study unit 1, 
will also apply to your patrol.  The following factors affect your organization for movement, and 
you must consider these factors when organizing your patrol. 
 

(1)  THE ENEMY SITUATION  is the most important consideration for movement.  
The patrol must be organized to deploy quickly against the enemy, engage 
aggressively, and break contact. 

 
(2)  TACTICAL INTEGRITY IS MAINTAINED,  as far as practicable, among elements 

and teams.  This aids you in control, security, employment at the objective, and in 
countering contact with the enemy. 

 
(3)  DEPLOYMENT AT THE OBJECTIVE  is achieved by moving the teams and 

elements in a logical, orderly sequence so that they do not have to cross paths when 
deploying at the objective from the patrol formation. 

 
(4)  CONTROL  must be maintained at all times. 
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(5)   SPEED OF MOVEMENT  is dictated by the terrain, weather, enemy situation, and 
the amount of time allowed for the patrol to accomplish its mission or the 
requirement for the patrol to be at a certain place at a certain time.  Speed is 
sometimes the best security. 

 
(6)  SECRECY  during movement and halts must be exercised as a further measure to 

 avoid detection by the enemy. 
 
(7)   SECURITY  must be maintained by the patrol at all times and in all directions.  You 

must sign areas of responsibility to elements, teams, and individuals to ensure that 
all directions are covered. 

 
(8)   TERRAIN, VISIBILITY, AND WEATHER  influence the formation and dispersion 

of your squad (patrol). 
 

As you can see, many factors will influence your decision on the formation you choose 
and the order of movement for your patrol. 

 
 

EXERCISE 1.2.1b: Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
listed at the end of this study unit. 

 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You have prepared your order for the patrol and delivered it to 
your patrol members.  You are determining the patrol's organization for movement and 
considering the factors that affect the organization.  You make a mental list of the factors 
and, when organizing your thoughts, you remind yourself to:  consider the enemy 
situation; maintain tactical integrity; keep the teams arranged for deployment at the 
objective; maintain control; determine the speed of movement; and become security 
conscious.  You analyze these factors and how they apply to your patrol. 
 

Matching:   For questions 1 through 8, match each item in column 1 with the appropriate  
factor affecting organization for movement in column 2.  Place your answers 
in the spaces provided. 

 

          Column 1         Column 2 
 

     Item            Appropriate Factor 
 

_____ 1.  Enemy situation    a.  Maintained among elements and teams 
_____ 2.  Tactical integrity    b.  Maintained at all times 
_____ 3.  Deployment at objective   c.  Most important factor 
_____ 4.  Control     d.  Arranged in logical sequence 
_____ 5.  Speed of movement    e.  Avoid detection from the enemy 
_____ 6.  Secrecy     f.  Influence formation and dispersion 
_____ 7.  Security     g.  Dictated by METT-TSL 
_____ 8.  Terrain, weather, visibility   h.  Maintained at all times/in all directions 
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1.2.1c.   DUTY ASSIGNMENTS.  A large portion of the conduct of your patrol is devoted to 
movement to and from the objective.  Your patrol is organized to facilitate this movement by 
assigning duties to teams and individuals in addition to their duties at the objective.  These 
additional duties include assigning a point team, a navigator, pacers, and flank and rear 
security.  The following paragraphs will briefly discuss each of these assignments. 
 

(1) POINT TEAM.  Frontal security during the movement is provided by the point team 
and normally consists of two to four Marines.  The point team maintains the proper 
direction of the movement with guidance from the navigator who uses a map, 
compass, and terrain features.  The point team moves steadily without noise and 
maintains security to the front while also maintaining control and contact with the rest 
of the patrol.  Point men should work in pairs that are adequately dispersed and halt 
the patrol at danger areas.  You should rotate the point team periodically to ensure 
alertness. 

 
(2)   NAVIGATOR.  Although you are ultimately responsible for the navigation of the 

patrol, you assign a member of the patrol to the duty of navigator to aid you in the 
mechanics of navigation.  You would normally assign the navigator to the point team.  
He should be proficient in map reading, using a compass, and land navigation.  He will 
normally carry, as part of his equipment, a map, compass, protractor, grease pencil, 
flashlight with red lens, and poncho.  His duties include: 

 
(a)  Maintaining and checking direction of movement with the compass.  
(b)  Memorizing traversed terrain and its azimuths, checkpoints, etc.  
(c)  Advising you as to the patrol's position. 

 
 (3)  PACERS.  Pacers are to be used when the "Dead Reckoning" method of navigation is 

  used.  You will assign pacers to measure the distance from point to point.  You 
should divide your patrol route into "legs" and assign the pacers separate from 
each other so as not to influence each other's count.  You may want a pace count 
every 100, 200, 500 meters if you wish or have them "send up the pace" count 
whenever you wish.  Pacers may carry a cord with them to knot every 100 meters to 
keep track of their count or put a pebble in their pocket.  Any other practicable 
and effective manner is acceptable. 

 
(4)   FLANK AND REAR SECURITY.  Teams are assigned the responsibility of providing 

flank and rear security for the main body of the patrol.  They are positioned to provide 
security, and at the same time, maintain control and contact with the patrol.  The rear 
security checks the rear for any signs of pursuing enemy and erases the trail of the 
patrol.  Flank security must be rotated often to maintain alertness and prevent fatigue. 

 
 The only way that a patrol can move quietly, maintain stealth, and minimize the 
 chance of detection by the enemy is by intense concentration and effort on the part of 
 every patrol member.  Duties of every member during movement include the 
 following actions which should be strictly enforced by you: 
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(a) Properly prepare individual equipment for the patrol (noisy gear). 
(b) Employ stealth in every movement; use slow and deliberate movements. 
(c)  Never talk above a whisper while not engaged with the enemy. 
(d) Maintain light, noise, "smell," and camouflage discipline. 
(e)  Pass on all words that come to you. 
(f)  Never curse or express your disgust out loud if you stumble, fall, or hurt 
      yourself. 
(g) Any member can halt the patrol; you are the only one to give the word to 
      move on. 
(h) When the patrol is halted, everyone freezes in place-no noise. 
(i)  Always carry your weapon loaded, locked, and ready to fire. 
      The security elements will have their safeties off.  You will 
      decide at what point on the patrol everyone will remove the safety. 
(j)  Maintain the prescribed interval. 
(k) Remain alert and cover your sector of observation and fire. 
(1) Constantly check the man to your front and rear to maintain contact and 
      to receive and pass on all signals and instructions. 
 

ORDER OF MOVEMENT.  You should consider the following factors when determining the 
order of movement of the elements, teams, and individuals in the patrol (fig. 2-2). 
 

(1)  The point team is naturally the lead unit in the order of movement.  The point team  
 and flank security should be well away (100 meters) from the main body whenever 
 terrain permits. 

 
(2)  The navigator can be placed with the point team or in the main body. 
 
(3)  Pacers are placed in the main body and separated from one another. 
 
(4)   You should position yourself near the front of the patrol where you can best control 

the point team and the rest of the patrol. 
 
(5)   The assistant patrol leader is placed toward the rear of the patrol, usually directly 

ahead of the rear security team. 
 
(6)   Carry at least two radios on all patrols.  Keep one radio operator with you and place 

the other with the assistant patrol leader.  Any additional radios/operators are placed 
with the element or team leader they support.  Radios should be concealed as much 
as possible within the formation. 

 
(7)   Heavy weapons and heavily burdened troops are placed in the forward half of the 

patrol so that the patrol leader can direct their employment and they can help set the 
pace. 

 
(8)   Attachments of special personnel (demolition teams, etc.) should be placed near the 

center of the patrol for greatest protection. 
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(9)  The corpsman is placed near the center of the formation.  If two corpsmen are 

present, the second is placed near the rear of the patrol. 
 

(10)  Tactical integrity of elements and teams is maintained when possible.  (Try to keep 
fire team members together in the patrol formation.) 

 
 

 
 

 
Fig. 2-2.  Patrol order of independent movement. 
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EXERCISE 1.2.1c.   Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
 listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  Continuing with the initial phases of conducting the patrol, you 
are now ready to assemble the members of your patrol in the proper order of march. 
You have in your patrol 18 personnel:  yourself, an assistant patrol leader, a forward 
observer, a navigator, a two-man point, flanks and rear teams, a three-man assault 
team, two radio men, and one corpsman.  You realize the mission of each man or team 
and assign two members as pacers.  Your entire squad is the bulk of the patrol and you 
assign each man to teams because they know and work well with each other.  The 
remainder of the patrol is made up of support elements.  Keeping the squad's integrity 
and the support personnel in mind, you begin locating each man in an order for 
movement.  You are to begin the patrol in column formation and arrange your patrol 
members accordingly: 
 
Matching:  For questions 1 through 10, match the appropriate patrol member/element in 
column 1 with the assignments and locations of patrol elements in column 2.  Place your 
answers in the spaces provided. 

 

  Column 1      Column 2 
 

   Patrol member/element    Assignment and location 
 

____   1.  Navigator a.  Located in main body and separated 
____   2.  Flank and rear security b.  Located near front where best to control 
____   3.  Pacers c.  Located as lead unit to provide front security 
____   4.  Point team d.  Located with point using map and compass 
____   5.  Patrol Leader e.  Rotated often to remain security alert 
____   6.  Assistant patrol leader f.  Located with assistant patrol leader 
____   7.  Radioman #1 g.  Located towards rear in front of rear security 
____   8.  Demolition team h.  Located in center and towards the rear 
____   9.  Radioman #2 i.  Located near center for protection 
____ 10.  Corpsman j.   Located with patrol leader 
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1.2.1d.  CONTROL AND COORDINATION WITH FRIENDLY UNITS.  The success of your 
patrol depends to a large extent on the control you exercise over it.  You must be able to 
maneuver your Marines as needed and to commence, shift, and stop their fire as needed.  You 
have learned these control measures in study unit 1.  To emphasize these measures, the following 
controls are provided. 
 

CONTROLLING YOUR UNIT 
 

(1)  AUDIBLE SIGNALS 
 

(a)  Oral orders are a good means of control, but should be spoken only loud enough 
to be heard by your Marines.  Only in an emergency should orders be shouted.  
At night, whisper or move from man to man yourself or by messenger. 

 

(b)   Radios are another means of control.  It is important that you maintain proper 
radio discipline. 

 

(c)   Whistles and other sounds may be employed at certain times.  Avoid animal or 
bird sounds as they may be mistaken. 

 

(2)  SILENT SIGNALS 
 

(a)  Hand and arm signals are an excellent example of this control. 
 
(b)   Infrared equipment such as sniper scopes, metascopes, and red filters for 

flashlights may be used to send or receive signals, and for control. 
 

(c)   Luminous tape may be used to assist control at night.  Small strips in the back of 
headgear or collar aid in maintaining contact.  Take measures to prevent the 
enemy from seeing this type of tape. 

 

(3)  INDIVIDUAL CONTACT 
 

(a)  The assistant patrol leader moves at or near the end of the patrol to prevent 
straggling.  He is alert for signals or orders and makes sure the other members 
of the patrol receive and comply with them.  At halts he musters with the patrol 
leader for instruction. 

 
(b)   Other subordinate leaders move with and maintain contact with their elements 

 and teams.  They are alert for signals and orders, and they make sure that their 
 men receive and comply with them. 

 
(c)   All patrol members assist in control by staying alert and by passing on signals 

 and orders.  A halt may be given by any patrol member; however, the signal to 
 resume movement is given only by you, the patrol leader. 
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 (4) ACCOUNTING FOR PERSONNEL.  An important aspect of control is accounting 
for  personnel.  Personnel must be accounted for after crossing danger areas, after 
enemy contact, and after halts. 

 

(a) When moving single file, the last man "sends up the count" by tapping the man in 
front of him and saying, "I am one, you are two," in a low voice or whisper.  This 
man taps the man in front of him and says "I am two, you are three," and so it 
carries up the line until the count reaches you. 

 

(b) In large patrols or when moving in a formation other than single file, subordinate 
leaders check their men and report to you. 

 

(c) You will either arrange with your leaders to report or arrange for the last man to 
"send up the count" automatically after crossing danger areas, after enemy 
contact, and after halts. 

 

(d) At other times, the count is sent forward when you turn to the man behind you 
and say "send up the count."  This is passed back to the last man, who starts the 
count.  (This maybe difficult at night with a large patrol; a halt is the quickest and 
easiest way). 

 

 (e)  Each man must make sure that the man he taps receives and passes on the count. 
 

COORDINATION WITH FRIENDLY UNITS 
 

(1)   COORDINATION OF MOVEMENT.  Higher authority coordinates with friendly 
units in whose areas your patrol will operate.  In some instances, all arrangements or 
departure and reentry are made; however, you will have to contact one or more 
positions near or through which you will pass and coordinate your movements in 
departing and reentering the area.  Positions where coordination may be necessary 
are Company CP and OP, Platoon CP and OP, and the last position through or near 
which the patrol passes. 

 

(2)  EXITING THE FRONTLINE POSITION.  The patrol moves cautiously when 
approaching friendly areas.  When you approach a friendly position, halt your patrol 
and go forward to contact that position.  Take at least one man with you.  Unusual 
activity at a forward position may attract enemy attention and endanger the patrol 
and the position.  You will pass on basic information to personnel at the position so 
they may assist the patrol.  Some basic information includes the size of the patrol, 
the general route, and the expected time of return.  The specific mission and exact 
route is not given to personnel in the most forward positions.  You should request 
from these positions the latest information on the enemy, terrain to the front, and 
known obstacles.  You should check for communication facilities, fire support they 
can provide or obtain, and any other assistance they can give.  Check to see that 
frontline troops know the challenge and password.  Find out if those troops will be 
manning their positions when the patrol returns; if not, ask them to inform their 
relief of your patrol's activity.  
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The patrol can either pass on the flank or through the position.  You will ask for a 
guide if the area in front of the position is mined, boobytrapped, or wired.  A small 
security team (2 to 4 men) is sent out ahead of the patrol to secure and clear an area 
out to approximately 200 meters to ensure that it is free of enemy and safe for the 
patrol's passage through friendly positions.  On signal from the security team, the 
patrol departs the friendly position, joins up with the security team, and moves until 
it reaches the first covered and concealed position in defilade of friendly final 
protective fires.  A security halt is conducted to allow patrol members to accustom 
themselves to the sounds, smells, etc.  After a minute or two, the patrol moves out on 
its route to the objective. 

 
(3)   DECEPTION MEASURES.  There may be occasions when the departure of a patrol 

from its base are difficult to conceal from observation by local civilians.  These local 
personnel are able to count the number of Marines in the patrol and may even follow 
the patrol for a short distance to determine its direction of travel.  This information 
could then possibly be forwarded to the enemy, who can take the steps necessary to 
ambush the patrol.  Suggested techniques for patrols to employ where movement 
under observation is unavoidable include: 

 
 (a)  Dispatching patrol elements at periodic intervals and in different directions.  

Later, the patrol can rally in a secure area and continue with its mission. 
 

 (b) Two patrols can pass as one by combining and then later separating when they 
are free from visual observation.  One of the elements can also detach itself and 
remain in ambush for a brief period to determine if the patrol is being followed. 

 
 (c)   It must be kept in mind, however, that strict security procedures are essential 

when employing these deception techniques, for often small patrols are 
particularly susceptible to enemy ambush. 

 
(4)  REENTERING THE FRONTLINE POSITION.  You should follow the same 
 general procedure or reentering friendly areas.  You will halt the patrol out of range 
 of small arms fire from the friendly position.  You will then alert the position that 
 you desire the patrol to reenter.  A prearranged signal or radio contact may be used 
 for this purpose. 

 
(Do not use the same signal each time you reenter a position).  You may want to take 
a small security team with you to make contact with the position.  Guides from the 
security team are sent back to lead the rest of the patrol into the friendly lines.  You 
should give the position any information that may be of immediate value.  You will 
identify each man as he crosses the front line to insure that the enemy have not 
attached themselves to the patrol.  If a patrol member is missing, you will warn each 
forward position to be on the lookout for him. 
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EXERCISE 1.2.1d.    Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
 listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You have assembled and located your patrol in the order for 
movement.  You make radio checks and a final inspection of the patrol.  You begin to 
move your patrol from the unit area and make your way cautiously to the frontline 
positions.  As you approach the frontline position, you halt the patrol and signal for 
the assistant patrol leader to move up to your position.  Once he arrives, you both go 
forward to make contact with the frontline positions.  You relay to them that you are 
taking a patrol through their position and reaffirm the challenge and password.  You 
ask the position if they have noticed any activity in front of them that may affect 
your patrol.  They have observed nothing unusual except for an occasional muttering of 
voices that probably is coming from personnel who live in the village which is about 
800 meters away on the right side of the stream.  Since you are now located in a 
concealed position, your patrol will move out normally.  You are ready to exit the 
frontline position and recall control measures and factors affecting the exiting and 
reentering of the frontline positions. 
 
1.   Control measures for your patrol include the use of signals, individual contact, and 
 

a.  personnel administration. 
b.  accounting for personnel. 
c.  team reconnaissance. 
d.  frequent inspections. 

 
2.   When exiting a frontline position, you first send out a 
 

a.  reconnaissance team to gather information on the enemy. 
b.  navigator to get oriented on the terrain. 
c.  security team to clear the area out to 200 meters. 
d.  point team to check for obstacles. 

 
3.   Upon reentering a frontline position you will 
 

a.  identify each man as he passes through the line. 
b.  brief the position on your mission. 
c.  reinforce the position with your security team. 
d.  continue on without stopping. 
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1.2.1e.  ACTIONS AT DANGER AREAS AND SECURITY MEASURES.  A danger area is 
any place the patrol is vulnerable to enemy observation or fire.  These include open 
areas, roads, trails, and obstacles such as barbed wire, minefields, rivers and streams, 
and lakes.  Any known or suspected enemy position is also a danger area.  You must 
always make plans for crossing each danger area and include these plans in your patrol 
order so patrol members will know exactly what to do.  Ask yourself when planning, "If 
the patrol is taken under fire by the enemy while crossing a danger area, what actions 
should I take to reduce the enemy's effectiveness and get out of the situation?"  You 
must be able to answer this question for each type of danger area and patrol members 
must know what to do before the conduct of the patrol.  Some important considerations 
are: 

 
  (1) RECONNAISSANCE.  The patrol reconnoiters the near side and flanks of a 

danger area first (fig. 2-3), then investigates the far side.  If the far side is clear of 
enemy, the patrol continues with patrol members covering each other.  Enemy 
obstacles are usually covered by fire.  The patrol makes their own gaps in wire 
and minefields rather than using existing ones. 

    Fig. 2-3.  Recon of danger areas. 
 

(2) CROSSING STREAMS.  In crossing a stream, the near bank is reconnoitered first;  
then the patrol is positioned to cover the far bank.  Security is sent across to the far 
bank.  After the far bank is checked, the patrol crosses as rapidly as possible.  This 
may be done individually or in pairs.  If crossing the stream requires swimming, 
the patrol uses improvised rafts to float weapons, ammunition, and equipment. 

 
(3) CROSSING ROADS.  A road or trail is crossed at or near a bend or where the  

road is narrow.  The enemy's observation is restricted and your patrol will be 
exposed in as short time as possible.  The near side is reconnoitered; then security 
is sent across to investigate the far side.  This includes investigation of the tentative 
rallying point on the far side.  Under cover from the security, the remainder of the 
patrol crosses rapidly and quietly. 

 

(4) PASSING ENEMY POSITIONS.  If the patrol must pass close to an enemy 
position, it takes advantage of battlefield noises to cover the sounds of movement.  
If supporting fires are available, the patrol leader can call for them to divert the 
enemy's attention as the patrol passes. 
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  (5)  SECURITY TEAM.  A security team is always provided to cover the movement 
 of other teams which cross the danger area. 

 

The organization for movement provides some security, but you must take additional steps to 
insure adequate security.  These additional steps include: 

 

(1)  DAY PATROL 
 

     (a)  Disperse the patrol consistent with control, visibility, and other factors. 
 

    (b)  Keep security personnel well out, particularly those in front.  Areas of  
    responsibility are assigned to the front, flanks, rear, and overhead. 

 
    (c)  Be careful not to silhouette your patrol when moving along high ground.   

    Stay off ridge lines and topographical crests when possible and use the  
    military crest instead. 

 

     (d)  Avoid exposed areas and take maximum advantage of available cover and  
       concealment. 
 

      (e)  Maintain an even pace.  Avoid rushing or running because sudden   
      movements attract attention. 

 

     (f)  Avoid known or suspected enemy locations and built-up areas if possible. 
 

 (2)  NIGHT PATROL 
 

   (a)  You will use the same techniques as for day movement except that some of  
  them need modifying such as keeping the dispersion closer together. 

 

(b)  Maintain quiet when moving since sound carries farther at night.   
 

(c)  You can use open areas more at night since the dark can be used for  
   concealment.  Avoid brush and close areas to reduce noise. 

 

      (d)   Reduce the speed of movement to prevent the danger of members being  
  separated from the patrol. 
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(3) HALTS 
 

 (a) You will halt the patrol occasionally to observe and listen for enemy activity.  
This is called a security halt.  Upon signal, every man freezes in place, 
maintains absolute quiet, looks, and listens.  This is done upon reaching a 
danger area and periodically throughout movement enroute.  It may be 
necessary to call a security halt just after departing friendly areas and just before 
reentering friendly areas. 

 
(b)  The patrol may halt briefly to send a message, eat, rest, check direction, or make  

    a reconnaissance.  The area selected should provide concealment, cover, and it 
should favor the defense.  All-around security is established with emphasis to 
the flanks and rear.  You will check to make sure everyone moves out when the 
patrol resumes the march. 

 
(2)  SECURITY TO THE FRONT.  This is provided by the point, which may consist of  

 one man in a small reconnaissance patrol or two or more men in a combat patrol 
 (usually larger). 

 
 (a)   The point must move well ahead of the patrol as visibility and terrain permit.  In 

 open terrain, this will be 100 meters or more. 
 
(b) The point maintains direction by knowing the general route to be followed and 

by maintaining visual contact with the patrol.  Either you or the navigator 
(compass man) must ensure that the point is proceeding correctly. 

 
(c)  You will direct the point to move left and right, ahead of the patrol, screening  

 the area over which the patrol will pass (fig. 2-4). 
 

 
Fig. 2-4.  Example of the movements of the point. 
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(d) The point provides security and is not a trailbreaker for the patrol.  The point 
must be far enough ahead of the patrol to provide this security.  If the point loses 
contact with the patrol, it must: 

 
  1.  Halt, and glance rearward until contact is reestablished with the patrol. 
 
  2.  Move rearward if contact is not regained quickly. 
 

 (e)  A technique which allows good use of personnel is the use of a security team 
 consisting of the point and a navigator.  These men perform their assigned duties 
 and exchange them at appropriate intervals to insure an alert point. 

 
EXERCISE 1.2.1e.    Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
   listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  Before you exited the frontline position, you sent out a security 
team to clear the immediate front out to about 200 meters.  When the team returned, you 
made a successful passage through the lines; after about ten minutes, you halted in a 
concealed position to adjust the patrol and allowed them to get their "feel" of the terrain 
and sounds.  This halt took about one minute, and you signaled to continue the patrol.  All 
is going well and after about 25 minutes of traversing a swampy grassland area, you want a 
pace count sent up.  The count tells you that you have proceeded along your route 
approximately 800 meters.  According to the terrain and your map, you will be approaching 
a trail located about 200 more meters along your planned route, then another trail 200 
meters farther, and then a shallow stream about 75 meters from the second trail.  All of 
these areas are danger areas and you remind yourself of the actions you will take.  You 
continue the march, and 10 minutes later you make contact with the first trail. 

 
 1. When crossing a danger area such as a stream or trail, you should reconnoiter the 
 

 a.  near side first, send the patrol across, then reconnoiter the far side. 
 b.  near side first, then the far side using a security team which covers the 
      patrol as it crosses. 
 c.  far side and send out another team to clear an area up to 150 meters. 
 d.  flanks of the road or stream for about 100 meters each way. 

 
 2. Covering the movement at danger areas of patrol members is provided by 
 

 a.  a security team. 
  b.  a reconnaissance team. 
 c.  the point. 
 d.  the patrol headquarters. 
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After crossing the first danger area (trail), you are aware that the terrain is an open field to 
the next trail and you are now considering changing the formation of your patrol.  You put 
them in a formation which is suitable to movement in an open area.  You recall the security 
steps for a patrol because now you are in a relatively exposed position.  You change your 
camouflage and proceed across the open field. 

 

3. The conduct of security steps in both the day and night patrols is basically the same 
except in the areas of 

 

a. speed of movement and areas of responsibility. 
b. dispersion and open area movement. 
c. security halts and personnel accountability. 
d. cover and concealment and discipline. 

 

 4. A recommended technique in providing security to the front is by using a security team 
consisting of 

 

a.  the point and a radioman. 
b.  the point and the assistant patrol leader. 
c.  a radioman and a navigator. 
d.  the point and a navigator. 

 
1.2.1f.  IMMEDIATE ACTION PROCEDURES.  Encountering enemy contact which may 
happen at anytime either intentionally or by chance requires each patrol member to apply 
immediate action.  Physical contact, if unwanted and unavoidable, is broken as quickly as 
possible and the patrol continues its mission.  When a patrol seeks to exploit opportunities for 
contact (as in a combat patrol mission), its actions are offensive in nature and are immediate and 
aggressive.  In both instances, reaction to enemy contact or near contact should be planned and 
practiced by the patrol so that immediate and positive results are obtained.  These reactions to 
enemy contact or near contact are called immediate action (IA) drills.  These drills are designed 
to provide swift and positive small-unit reaction to enemy visual or physical contact.  These 
immediate action drills are simple courses of action in which all men are so well trained that a 
minimum of signals or commands is required to initiate action.  Immediate action drills: 
 

• Are designed and developed as needed for the combat situation. 
 

• Can, in many cases, be initiated by any member of the patrol. 
 

• Can be designed and used for mechanized, motorized, and helicopterborne units as well 
as dismounted troops. 
 

• Are used when ambushed, regardless of terrain. 
 

• Are appropriate when contact (including ambush) is at very close range and maneuver is 
restricted because of close terrain such as mountains, jungle, or heavy woods. 

 

• Are used when detection by the enemy is a threat. 
 

• Are used to thwart air detection or low-level air attack. 
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The procedures to use immediate action depend on the situation that arises during the patrol.  
The below paragraphs briefly describe various situations which may require immediate action.  
You should drill your patrol on them prior to the actual conduct of the patrol. 
 

 (1) IMMEDIATE HALT DRILL.  When the situation requires the immediate, in-place halt 
of the patrol, the immediate action drill, "freeze," is used.  This happens when you 
detect the enemy, but they do not see you.  The signal "freeze" (fig. 2-5) is given by the 
first patrol member who detects the enemy.  Every man halts in place, weapon at the 
ready, and remains absolutely motionless and quiet until further signals or orders are 
given.  This is a nonaggressive or passive IA drill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREEZE   HASTY AMBUSH- LEFT   HASTY AMBUSH - RIGHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRONT          LEFT      RIGHT 
   
 

 
 

 
 

ENEMY IN SIGHT   ALL CLEAR 
 

 
ANY SIGNAL MAY BE GIVEN WITH EITHER HAND 

 

 
Fig. 2-5.  Special silent signals for immediate action drill. 
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(2) AIR OBSERVATION/ATTACK.  When an aircraft, enemy or unidentified,  
which might detect a patrol, is heard or observed, the appropriate immediate action 
drill is freeze until further orders or signals.  When the patrol is detected and 
attacked, the immediate action drill, "air attack" is used.  The first man sighting an 
attack aircraft shouts "aircraft, front (left, rear, or right):"  The patrol moves quickly 
to a line formation, well dispersed, at right angles to the aircraft's direction of travel 
(fig. 2-6).  This denies the attacker a linear target.  As each man comes on line, he 
hits the ground, using available cover.  He also positions his body at a right angle to 
the aircraft's direction of travel to present the shallowest target possible.  Between 
attacks men seek better cover.  Fire on the aircraft is only on your command.  This is 
normally a nonaggressive IA drill. 

 
 

Fig. 2-6.  Actions of the patrol in an air attack. 
 

(3)  HASTY AMBUSH.  This is a chance contact immediate action drill that is both a  
defensive measure to avoid contact and an offensive measure to make contact.  This 
ambush can best be described as an ambush of opportunity.  This may be a 
subsequent action to "freeze."  When the special signal "HASTY AMBUSH" (fig 2-5) 
is given (by the point, patrol leader, or any authorized man), the entire patrol moves 
quickly and quietly to the right or left of the line of movement as indicated by signal 
and takes up the best available concealed firing position (fig. 2-7).  You will initiate 
the ambush by opening fire and by shouting "fire:"  You will shout "fire" to insure 
initiation of the ambush in the event that your weapon misfires.  If the patrol is 
detected before this, the first man aware of detection initiates the ambush by firing 
and shouting.  This is an aggressive action IA drill. 
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Fig. 2-7.  Two examples of the patrol setting a "hasty ambush." 
 

(4)  IMMEDIATE ASSAULT.  This is a chance contact immediate action drill which, 
when used defensively, is used to make and break quickly undesired but unavoidable 
contact with the enemy.  Offensively, it is used to engage the enemy such as in an 
ambush.  Upon chance contact, men nearest the enemy open fire and shout "Contact, 
Front or Rear (Right or Left)."  The patrol moves swiftly into line formation and 
aggressively assaults.  This is an aggressive IA drill. 

 

(5)  COUNTER-AMBUSH DRILLS.  The best defense for an ambush of your patrol 
depends upon the state of  training of your patrol and your leaders' leadership 
abilities.  A skillfully established and properly executed ambush is extremely difficult 
to escape from or eliminate.  When a patrol is ambushed, the immediate action drill 
used is determined by whether the ambush is near or far.  In either case, this is an 
active or aggressive IA drill. 

 

(a)  In a near ambush (fig. 2-8) (50 meters or closer), the killing zone is under very 
heavy, highly concentrated, close range fires.  There is little time or space for men 
to maneuver or seek cover.  The longer they remain in the killing zone, the more 
certain their destruction.  Therefore, if attacked by a near ambush, react as 
follows: 

 

1. Men in the killing zone, without order or signal, immediately assault directly  
into the ambush position, occupy it, and continue the attack or break contact 
as directed.  This action moves them out of the killing zone, prevents other 
elements of the enemy ambush from firing on them without firing on their 
own men, and provides positions from which other actions may be taken. 
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2. Men not in the killing zone maneuver against the attack force and other 
 elements of the ambush, as directed. 

 
3. The attack is continued to eliminate the ambush or to break contact as 
 directed. 
 

 
Fig. 2-8.  Actions of patrol in a “near” ambush. 

 
 (b)  In a far ambush (fig. 2-9) (greater than 50 meters), the killing zone is also under 

very heavy, and highly concentrated fires, but from a greater range.  This greater 
range provides men in the killing zone with some space for maneuver and some 
opportunity to seek cover at a lesser risk of destruction.  Therefore, if attacked by 
a far ambush, react as follows: 

 
   1. Men in the killing zone, without order or signal, immediately return fire, 
      take the best available positions, and continue firing until directed otherwise. 
 
    2.   Men not in the killing zone maneuver against the ambush force as directed. 
 
   3. The attack is continued to eliminate the ambush or to break contact as  

   directed.
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Fig. 2-9.  Actions of patrol in a “far” ambush. 
 

EXERCISE 1.2.1f.   Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
listed at the end of this study unit. 

 
TACTICAL SCENARIO:  During the conduct of the patrol there are frequent occasions 
for you to have to signal the members for various reasons.  All the patrol members in 
your patrol know the signals and to make sure they do know them, you give them 
various signals to execute. 

 
1.  When an immediate halt drill signal is given, every man must 
 

a.  assume a firing position. 
b.  chamber a round. 
c.  sit down and listen. 
d.  freeze in place. 

 

The open area you have just about crossed with your well-dispersed patrol provides an 
observation area for hill 600 on your right.  You conclude that if the enemy were on that 
hill, he may be able to observe your presence.  You enforce security measures and rotate 
the security teams regularly to maintain a high state of alert.  You are nearing the second 
danger area and are getting closer to the objective with every step. 
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You feel that your position has been discovered by the "enemy" on the hill to your right 
and you are worried about the success of the mission.  You decide to halt the patrol prior 
to crossing the second trail to "regroup."  You signal to your patrol to be alert for possible 
ambush and a possible air attack to get them thinking about what their immediate action 
would be if they were in either situation. 

 

  2.  The immediate action for an air attack requires the patrol to quickly move to 
 

  a.  a covered position. 
  b.  a line formation. 
  c.  the nearest treeline. 
  d.  a wedge formation. 

 

  3.  In a near ambush, men caught in the killing zone should 
 

  a.  lay down a base of fire. 
  b.  immediately assault the ambush position. 

c. seek the nearest cover. 
d. run and fire in the opposite direction. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

1.2.1g.  REPORTING INFORMATION.  It is necessary that each patrol member be trained in 
observing and accurately reporting his observations.  You should have all members of the 
patrol signal or report to you immediately any information they obtain.  This information is 
not restricted to information about the enemy, but should include information about the 
terrain such as newly discovered roads, trails, swamps, and streams.  You will include all 
this information in your report to the commander who dispatched the patrol. 
 

(1)  DURING THE PATROL.  The commander dispatching the patrol will tell you 
whether messages are to be sent back and, if so, by what means of 
communication.  Messages may be oral or written.  They must be accurate, clear, 
and complete.  Every message should answer the questions what, who, where, and 
when. 
 

 (a)  Oral Messages.  You should send an oral message that is simple and brief; 
 avoid using numbers and names.  You should have the messenger accurately 
 repeat the message back to you before sending him on. 
 

(b)  Written Messages.  In preparing written messages, you must distinguish what 
is fact from what is opinion.  Information about the enemy should include 

 strength, activity, location, uniform, time the enemy was observed, and the 
equipment he is carrying.  Reporting of the enemy may be done using the 
SALUTE report (fig. 2-10(A)).  Using an overlay or sketch may often 
simplify the message.  The Marine Corps Message Book (NAVMC 694 (Rev 
7-70)) is generally used for drafting field messages at a regimental level and 
below, pocket-sized and containing 75 message blanks, it is an excellent aid 
to small unit communications.  The message book is easy to understand and 
contains plain and simple instructions for its use.   
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The phonetic alphabet is printed on the front cover.  Inside the front cover are 
instructions for preparing field messages, a precedence table, and a 
classification table.  The back cover of the book is extended as an insert, 
which, when placed under the message forms, allows you to make the desired 
number of copies.  The message forms are printed on pressure-sensitive 
paper, so that several copies can be made without carbon paper. 

 

(c) Use of Messengers.  If the message is of great importance and the patrol is in 
enemy territory, two messengers, each taking a different route, are sent to 
increase the possibility of having the information reach the person for whom 
it is intended.  A messenger is given exact instructions as to where the 
message is to be delivered and the route to be taken.  Any information he 
obtains along the route should be reported at the time he delivers the 
message.  If delayed or lost, he should show the message to an officer, if 
possible, and ask for his advice.  Messengers must be given all practicable 
assistance.  If in danger of capture, the messenger should immediately 
destroy his message (fig. 2-l0(B)). 

 

 
 

Fig.  2-10.  SALUTE Report (A) and message form (B). 
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(d)  Use of Radio and Special Communications.  If the patrol is provided with a 
radio for reporting information, a definite radio schedule for "checking in" 
must be arranged before departure of the patrol.  You should take every 
precaution to insure that codes and copies of messages are not captured by 
the enemy.  If a close reconnaissance of enemy lines is required, the radio 
should be left in a concealed location, well to the rear.  The radio is normally 
left with the team which secures the objective rallying point.  Once a report is 
sent by radio, the patrol should leave the area immediately to avoid possible 
detection by energy locating devices.  Pyrotechnics (flares, colored smoke, 
and grenades), air panels, and telephones may be used by the patrol to report 
information. 

 
(2) FOLLOWING THE PATROL.  You must always make a report when you return 

from a patrol.  This report is made to the commander ordering the patrol unless 
otherwise directed by him.  If the situation permits, the report is written and 
supported by overlays or sketches.  Your report should be a complete account of 
everything of military importance observed or encountered by the patrol while on 
the assigned mission.  It should include the information listed in the following 
patrol report form (fig. 2-11). 
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Fig. 2-11.  Example of standard patrol report form. 
 

(3)  PATROL CRITIQUE.  After your patrol has rested and been fed, you should 
hold a critique.  It is at this time that constructive criticism is made.  It is an 
excellent time to prepare for future patrols by going over lessons learned as a 
result of the preceding patrol.  After results gained from the information furnished 
by the patrol are known, you should let the members of the patrol know what their 
information has accomplished. 
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EXERCISE 1.2.1g. Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
   listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

 TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You are continuing with your patrol along the patrol route, and 
you cross the second danger area (a trail) with no problem.  However, because of an 
unknown obstacle (a newly formed stream coming from hill 600), you change your route 
slightly for security reasons.  You are unsure if you were detected earlier from the hill in 
the open area.  You come upon the third danger area in your route (a stream which you 
must cross to continue to the objective).  You send out the normal security team to recon 
the near side of the stream and its flanks and then continue to clear the far side of the 
stream.  The security team does so and upon returning, reports that a fair sized enemy unit 
is coming towards your direction armed with small artillery pieces.  Also, an advance 
enemy party was busy finishing up makeshift rafts which were probably to be used to haul 
the artillery pieces across the stream (stream has muddy bottom).  You decide to radio back 
to your unit the enemy sighting, while dispersing the patrol along your side of the stream.  
You contact your unit briefly and are only on the net long enough to tell them where your 
position (checkpoint) is before you are cutoff and unable to regain radio contact.  You are 
deciding what to do.  You figure that your patrol is not adequate enough to take on an 
enemy unit of that size.  You must inform your unit now of the enemy sighting and 
situation.  Your radios cannot maintain contact.  You decide to use messengers to go back 
to your unit. 

 
1. To send a message of great importance using messengers, you would send two messengers  

who 
 

a.  will travel together. 
b.  will take different routes. 
c.  leave at varying intervals. 
d.  travel in opposite directions to mislead the enemy. 

 
2. To report an enemy sighting, the report you send will follow the format form of 
 

a.  SMEAC. 
b.  METT-TSL. 
c.  SALUTE. 
d.  KOCOA. 

 
The messengers carry your message and a report of the enemy sighting back to the rear 
unit.  Meanwhile, you leave a security team at the bank of the stream to observe the 
enemy's activity.  You withdraw to a location approximately 60 meters from the stream 
and wait in concealed positions.  You provide all-around security for the patrol's position.  
You attempt to regain radio contact and you succeed.  The navigator and one radioman, 
whom you sent as messengers, arrive at your unit as you are on the net.  Your unit 
commander tells you that your mission is complete and to withdraw back to the frontline 
positions of the unit.  You collect your security team from the stream and withdraw after 
collecting last minute intelligence about the enemy and their imminent stream crossing.  
You relay the information back to your unit while withdrawing.  
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You approach the frontline position and halt the patrol.  You make contact via challenge 
and password, and you check each patrol member as he passes through the frontline 
position.  You brief the position on particulars they should know and continue back to 
your unit to rest up and eat a meal.  Then report to the leader who sent out the patrol.  
After a little while, you hear friendly artillery rounds thunder overhead on their way to 
where you were only a short time before. 

 
3. After the results of a successful patrol are known, you should critique your patrol members  
  and let them know 

 
  a.  that they did a good job. 
  b.  what their information accomplished. 
  c.  to prepare for another patrol. 

d. how the enemy will react. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- -- - - - - -  
 
Work Unit 2-2.  INFILTRATING ENEMY LINES 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  From a tactical scenario, identify how to prepare and 
attack the enemy through infiltration of their lanes. 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 
1.2.2a.  List the minimum amount of information that must be included in a detailed 

order of the attack for the infiltrating unit. 
 
1.2.2b.  Identify the methods used to prepare to infiltrate.  Given a list of both, match the 

control measures used in infiltration with the characteristics of those measures. 
 
1.2.2c.  Identify the conduct of the attack by infiltration. 

 
 

Tactical infiltration is a form of penetration involving the moving of forces into the 
enemy defenses by small groups.  The purpose of the infiltration is to deploy strong forces in the 
enemy rear for decisive actions while exposing only small forces to enemy fires during the 
passage through the enemy defenses.  The infiltrating groups move by stealth, avoid enemy 
contact, and assemble at a concealed rendezvous point prior to the attack.  This work unit will 
guide your actions toward preparing and executing an infiltration through enemy lines. 
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1.2.2a.  ORGANIZATION AND INFILTRATION ORDER.  The size of the infiltrating group 
depends primarily on the need for control between infiltrating groups, and the number and size of 
the gaps in enemy defenses.  Normally, units will be broken down into infiltration groups of 
platoon or squad size.  A detailed order is issued for the attack.  You should know the following 
information as a minimum from the order for infiltration. 
 

(1)  RELEASE POINT 
 
(2)  TIME OF RELEASE 
 
(3)  POINT OF DEPARTURE 
 
(4)  TIME OF INFILTRATION 
 
(5)  INFILTRATION LANE 
 
(6)  RENDEZVOUS POINT 
 
(7)  ALTERNATE RENDEZVOUS POINT 
 
(8)  TIME OF RENDEZVOUS 
 
(9)  ROUTES FROM RENDEZVOUS TO ATTACK POSITIONS 

 
EXERCISE 1.2.2a. Answer the following question and check your responses against those 

listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You have just led a patrol into enemy territory.  The patrol was 
one of reconnaissance and was highly successful because it enabled your unit commander to 
deliver effective artillery fire on an important enemy position.  Your unit is preparing now 
for an infiltration of the disrupted enemy lines caused by the artillery barrage.  Daylight is 
turning into dusk, and you receive the order for infiltration.  The order from higher authority 
is detailed for the attack, and you look for pertinent information that will apply to you and 
your squad. 

 
1. From a detailed order for the infiltration, list the minimum amount of information that you 

need to know. 
 
a. ______________________   f.  ______________________ 
b. ______________________   g. ______________________ 
c. ______________________   h. ______________________ 
d. ______________________   i.  ______________________ 
e. ______________________ 
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1.2.2b.  PREPARING FOR INFILTRATION.  Upon receipt of the order, you will start your 
troop leading procedures (BAMCIS).  While you are following your troop leading procedures, 
your fire team leaders prepare their teams (groups) for infiltration.  Necessary equipment is 
drawn, checked, and secured for silent movement.  You then ensure that each man prepares 
himself and his equipment for the operation.  It may be required that each infiltration group carry 
necessary special equipment to accomplish the mission of the major unit.  This ensures the 
accomplishment of the mission in the event that all groups do not participate in the attack.  You, 
along with your fire team leaders, will inspect your group and then begin rehearsals.  Rehearse 
the passage of lines, actions in danger areas, enemy contact, signals, actions at rendezvous 
points, and at the objective.  Everyone should know the route, the azimuths to the rendezvous 
points and their locations.  The accomplishment of the mission rests primarily on you and your 
fire team leaders.  Planning and preparation must be as thorough and detailed as time and 
facilities will permit.  Fires are planned by higher commanders to create diversions and to protect 
and support the unit during the infiltration, in the rendezvous area, and during the attack and 
consolidation or withdrawal.  You will use control measures to help you in the control and 
coordination when infiltrating the enemy lines.  These control measures include: 
 

(1)  INFILTRATION LANES.  These lanes extend through known or likely gaps in the 
enemy defenses and are often located in rough, swampy, or heavily forested areas 

 (fig. 2-12). 
 

 
 

 
Fig. 2-12.  Attack by infiltration techniques. 
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(2)  RENDEZVOUS POINTS.  Rendezvous points should be concealed from possible 
detection by enemy observation and patrols.  These rendezvous points are to be 
secured (cleared) by the first group into the area.  Escape routes are normally 
designated to alternate rendezvous points. 

 
(3)  TIME OF INFILTRATION.  The time of infiltration is selected to take advantage of 

periods of reduced visibility such as darkness, rain, snow, fog, etc.  This is the time 
when infiltration groups enter their infiltration lanes. 

 
(4)  ROUTES.  Routes to the objective from the rendezvous points should be concealed or 

surprise and protection. 
 

(5)  OBJECTIVES.  Objectives may be the enemy reserve, artillery units, or command and 
logistics (supply) installations.  Infiltrating forces may also seize key terrain or 
establish roadblocks to restrict enemy movement, isolate the battle area, and facilitate 
the movement of friendly mechanized forces. 

 
EXERCISE 1.2.2b.  Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
   listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You have delivered the attack order for infiltrating the enemy 
lines to your squad.  You emphasized key points in the order because the success of the 
infiltration depends primarily on you and your fire team leaders.  You start to prepare your 
squad for the infiltration and think about the control measures that are normally used for 
infiltration of the enemy lines prior to the actual attack. 

 
1.  In preparing for infiltration, you will basically be guided by 

 
a.  BAMCIS procedures. 
b.  the company commander. 
c.  the size of the enemy unit. 
d.  the supporting forces. 

 
Matching: Match the control measures in column 1 with their identifying 

characteristics in column 2.  Place your answers in the spaces provided. 
 

        Column 1                                                                  Column 2 
 
  Control Measures                                                  Identifying Characteristics 
 

____   2.  Infiltration lanes                              a.   Should be concealed from rendezvous point  
____ 3.  Rendezvous points                              to objective  
____  4.  Time of infiltration                          b. During reduced visibility 
____ 5.  Routes                                            c.   Through gaps in enemy defenses. 
____ 6.  Objectives                                       d.  Enemy reserves, supply dumps, artillery unit 

  e. Concealed from detection and secured 
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1.2.2c.  CONDUCTING THE ATTACK BY INFILTRATION 
 

(1)  MOVEMENT OF GROUPS.  The infiltrating groups move by stealth to avoid detection 
by the enemy.  The major unit will assemble the infiltration groups to the rear of friendly 
lines.  The major unit will then move forward, usually in a column, until it reaches the 
release point.  At the release point, the infiltration groups are released to their leaders.  
The infiltration groups cross the line of departure (normally friendly frontlines) at the 
specified time of infiltration (usually darkness).  Artillery or mortar fires are used, as 
necessary, to distract the enemy's attention.  The groups pass through the gaps in the 
enemy lines using the designated infiltration lanes.  The groups avoid enemy contact or 
detection by withdrawing or moving around the enemy if necessary.  You will proceed 
toward the rendezvous point using the infiltration lanes at a speed governed by the 
requirement of stealth.  If an infiltration group is unable to reach its rendezvous point in 
time, they will follow a previously planned alternate action. 

 

(2)  ASSEMBLY OF GROUPS.  The first infiltration group to reach the rendezvous point 
secures it.  At the rendezvous point, groups assemble and attack preparations are 
finalized.  The assembled force leaves the rendezvous point to attack the objective at the 
designated time.  The main body may be preceded by a small security team whose 
mission is to prevent the main body from being detected or surprised. 

 

(3)  THE ATTACK.  The force is halted short of the objective for final reconnaissance and 
coordination.  This is called the attack position and it is the last safe, covered, and 
concealed area before reaching the objective.  The attack on the objective is characterized 
by surprise and maximum firepower at the objective's weakest point to quickly destroy or 
capture it.  If plans are to link up with other friendly forces, previously designated signals 
(visual or sound) prevent fire fights between friendly units.  If the objective is not 
retained, the attacking force withdraws to an assembly area for further attacks on the 
objective or withdraws to friendly lines. 

 

EXERCISE 1.2.2c.  Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
 listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  Your fire team leaders have prepared your squad for the night 
infiltration.  You inspect each man to insure that his gear is secure and that nothing rattles 
or makes noise.  You are checking for superior camouflage and noise discipline because 
you know that the success of this type of mission depends on silent movement and 
concealment from observation by the enemy.  You instruct each man to apply techniques 
of stealth in his movement through the infiltration lane.  Your unit moves out toward their 
release points.  Your platoon commander assigned you an infiltration lane which will 
more than likely make your squad the first to arrive at the rendezvous point.  You arrive 
at your release point. 

 

1.   At the release point, your infiltration group will cross the line of departure and move 
along the infiltration lane using 

 

a.  support teams as guides. 
b.  the radio for communication. 
c.  search and destroy techniques. 
d.  stealth and avoiding enemy detection. 
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2.   If your infiltration group is the first to arrive at the rendezvous point, you should 
 

a.  continue with the attack. 
b.  wait for another group and enter the rendezvous point together. 
c.  secure it. 
d.  set up a bivouac. 

 
Despite the location of the infiltration lane and the rendezvous point, you are not the first 

group to reach the rendezvous point.  You assemble your men at the point and are waiting in a 
concealed position for the last group to arrive.  Ten minutes later everyone is assembled and your 
unit silently moves to an attack position which is approximately 60 meters from the objective.  
The attack position is a covered and concealed position from the objective, and you are 
organizing your men in a combat formation in preparation for the assault.  Your platoon 
commander tells you that he has gotten word that the enemy has withdrawn from the objective, 
probably due to heavy losses sustained from the artillery barrage.  He tells you that there will be 
no attack and to prepare to withdraw.  You bite your lip because you and your squad are "hyped 
up" for the attack, but there will be a "next time."  Approximately 30 minutes later your platoon 
sergeant tells you to move out, back to the rendezvous point.  Once there, it is decided to move 
the main unit forward to a position near the rendezvous point.  Your unit commander wants to 
send out a reconnaissance patrol to find out just how far the enemy has withdrawn.  You 
volunteer, but the commander decides on another squad.  You think it is just as well, your squad 
needs a little rest. 
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Work Unit 2-3.  CONDUCTING A SQUAD DAYLIGHT ATTACK 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  From a tactical scenario, organize and control squad 
actions in daylight attack on an enemy position. 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 
1.2.3a. Identify actions of the squad during movement to the final coordination line  
  from the line of departure. 
 
1.2.3b. Identify actions of the squad at the FCL and at the objective. 

 
The conduct of the attack by your squad is your bread and butter, so to speak.  Your 

mission as a Marine and a leader of Marines is to destroy the enemy.  You are in an 
advantageous situation whenever you attack rather than defend the enemy because you are in 
control of when, where, how, and what to attack as an offensive force.  You have learned from 
the earlier work units how to plan, organize, and prepare for the enemy.  Now, beginning with 
this work unit, you will learn how to effectively destroy the enemy.  You do this primarily by 
attacking them using fire and maneuver.  This work unit will instruct you on how to maneuver 
your squad to the enemy position and carry out your mission. 
 
1.2.3a.  MOVEMENT FROM THE LINE OF DEPARTURE TO THE FINAL 
COORDINATION LINE.  You learned in study unit 1 about movement using combat 
formations.  This was the first phase of offensive combat known as the advance to contact phase.  
Your unit moved via a route or tactical column of which your mission was that of security for the 
column.  Your unit was moving to an assembly area to prepare for the attack.  Depending on the 
enemy situation, you may have deployed to an approach march and not have occupied an 
assembly area.  In the last work unit, you occupied an attack position which was the last covered 
and concealed position prior to the attack.  Right in front of the attack position is an imaginary 
line called the line of departure or LOD.  Once you cross the LOD, you begin the second phase 
of offensive combat which is referred to as the attack phase.  Within the attack phase there are 
basically six actions you and your squad must execute in order.  They are: 
 

(1)  Move forward of the LOD to the final coordination line (FCL) 
 
(2)  Advance by fire and maneuver 
 
(3)  Arrive at the FCL 
 
(4)  Assault through the objective 
 
(5)  Consolidate the squad 
 
(6)  Reorganize the squad 
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The attack phase begins when one of the following occurs: 
 

• The squad is forced to fire on the enemy in order to advance. 
 

• The leading troops cross the line of departure. 
 

Just prior to crossing the LOD, you must ask yourself the following questions (fig. 2-13). 
 

Did I  decide what formation to use initially? 
--  consider possible enemy action between the LOD and FCL? 
--  properly orient the squad in the terrain? 
--  prepare for possible NBC encounters? 
--  make sure my fire team leaders understood the plan of attack and their  
 responsibilities?   
--  know the time to cross the LOD? 
--  assign my fire teams into a base of fire team and a maneuver element? 

 

 

Fig. 2-13.  Preparing to cross the LOD. 
 

Once you know that you and your squad are thoroughly prepared to cross the line of 
departure, you will begin the attack at a time specified from the platoon commander.  Your squad 
is in the correct attack formation based upon the terrain and the situation.  You cross the line of 
departure with your squad; they are confident and aggressive in their movement.  As your squad 
moves to the final coordination line, you insure that your squad is well dispersed, moving rapidly 
(in most situations), making the best use of cover and concealment, and are completely under 
your control.  You will ask yourself: 
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Am I  --  prepared to take aggressive action to lead my squad around the impact area if I 
 receive enemy mortar or artillery fire? 

 -- in contact with the unit on my right and left, front, and rear? 
-- in contact with my platoon commander?  
-- confident that the squad will immediately return fire if we receive enemy small 
 arms fire? 
-- prepared to call in planned fires from the platoon commander using the 
 assigned target identification means or for targets of opportunity? 

 

When your squad reaches a point where it can no longer advance without sustaining 
excessive casualties, you would order one fire team to fire on the enemy positions.  The 
remainder of the squad moves forward under protection of this covering fire.  A maneuver used 
in a particular situation is decided by you, basing the decision on a rapid estimate of the 
situation.  When the enemy resistance is isolated with exposed flanks, you should attempt to 
maneuver over a covered and concealed route to strike the enemy in the flank or rear 
(envelopment).  If this is not possible, a frontal attack requiring fire and maneuver would be your 
recourse (fig. 2-14). 

  

 
 

Fig. 2-14.  Control measures for the squad leader.
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Fire and Maneuver, Fire and Movement.  Fire and maneuver is when one or more 

elements (fire teams) establish a base of fire to engage the enemy, while the other element(s) 
maneuver to an advantageous position from which to close with and destroy or capture the 
enemy.  Nonorganic supporting fires should be provided for shock effective fires.  The base of 
fire must achieve fire superiority over the enemy position to adequately cover the movement of 
the maneuver unit.  You will position yourself where you can best control the fires on the 
objective and the shifting and ceasing of those fires. 
 

Once the maneuver element meets enemy opposition and can no, longer advance under 
the cover of the base of fire, it uses fire and movement to continue advancing to a position from 
which it can assault the enemy position.  Your squad may be employed either as a base of fire or 
a maneuver element if you are part of a platoon attack.  In an independent situation, you may be 
both, since you have three fire teams, one of which is designated the base of fire and the other 
two the maneuver element. 
 

You will direct your fire team leaders to initiate the assault.  In the attack your fire team 
leaders act as "fighter-leaders," controlling their respective fire teams primarily by example.  
You will take into account that the battlefield is a very noisy and confusing place.  Because of 
this, certain signals for control are next to impossible.  You must rely on your fire team leaders' 
skill and initiative to carry out their instructions/mission given them in the preparatory phase.  
You normally would position yourself with the base of fire team.  This will effectively control 
your squad because the maneuver fire team leader bases his actions on the actions of the base fire 
team.  You will use the base fire team to control the direction, position, and rate of movement of 
the squad.  Each fire team will move as the terrain and situation dictates.  Flexibility remains an 
important factor in positioning the squad for the assault. 
 
EXAMPLE:  If the designated maneuver fire team manages to move more rapidly than the base 
of fire team, it can cover the base of fire temporarily until the base can move up abreast.  It then 
resumes fire and movement. 
 

Once fire superiority has been gained, the squad continues to advance maintaining fire 
superiority.  You should be certain that there is sufficient fire on the enemy position to render 
return fire ineffective.  Two forms of maneuver for your rifle squad are the single flanking and 
the frontal attack. 
 

(1)  SINGLE FLANKING ATTACK.  A squad maneuvering against the enemy's flank is 
normally covered by a supporting attack conducted by another squad assigned as a base 
of fire.  The maneuvering squad takes advantage of all cover and concealment as it works 
its way to a position to assault the enemy flank.  The base of fire covers the maneuver 
unit by fire until that unit assaults the objective.  At this time the base of fire will shift or 
cease to support the maneuver unit's assault on the objective.  The single flanking attack 
splits the enemy's defensive fires because of the separation of the base of fire and the 
maneuver units.  The respective squad leaders will control the fires on the objective once 
the assault begins (fig. 2-15). 
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Fig. 2-15.  Squads in the single flanking attack. 
 

(2)  FRONTAL ATTACK.  When there is no opportunity for maneuver to either flank of the 
enemy, the maneuvering squad moves directly to the front.  You will order one fire team 
to advance under cover of fire from the remaining fire teams or platoon directed base of 
fire.  Once the maneuvering team has reached their new firing position, they will provide 
covering fire for the remaining fire teams to move up.  The fire teams will alternate and 
provide cover fire for one another as they maneuver toward the final coordination line to 
prepare for the assault.  You will move to successive positions to control the team 
movements and fire.  The frontal attack is the most frequently used type of attack for the 
squad because it is quick, simple, and easily controlled.  However, the frontal attack has 
little chance of surprise and moves into the enemy's strength and prepared fires (fig. 2-16). 

 
 

Fig. 2-16.  Squad in a frontal attack. 
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As you move toward the FCL (final coordination line) you should consider: 
 
• Have I issued a fire command? 
 
• Is the squad providing fire on all probable enemy positions? 
 
• Have I selected adequate positions and pointed out sectors of fire for the automatic 

riflemen? 
 
• Do I have fire superiority? 
 
• Do I need to request additional fire support? 
 
• Am I in contact with the platoon commander? 

 
The methods of advance for either the single envelopment or the frontal attack is any of 

three types.  The squad may move 
 

• As a unit in a series of alternating squad rushes 
 
• As fire teams in a series of fire team rushes 
 
• By using individual rushes 

 
Whatever the method, speed is essential! 

 
EXERCISE 1.2.3a.   Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
   listed at the end of this study unit. 
 
TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You and your squad are in an assembly area with the rest of your 
company.  The previous night was spent infiltrating the enemy lines which produced no 
significant advance because the enemy withdrew to better positions.  Your unit is planning and 
preparing for a daylight attack.  Your squad is assigned to assault an enemy outpost located by a 
patrol operating last night in search of the exact enemy position.  The attack will be in the 
daylight and you are rested and prepared for the order to move out.  You have been issued your 
5-paragraph order from the platoon commander and, in turn, issued the order to your squad. 
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Your order is an independent mission to take out the enemy outpost and then report to the 
platoon commander.  You have prepared and rehearsed the mission and gone over the situation 
and terrain with your fire team leaders.  You are told to move out.  It is 1400 and you are 
advancing in a tactical column to the attack position.  The attack position is a covered and 
concealed position occupied by the enemy the night before; you know the area fairly well.  You 
reach this position at approximately 1445 and enter it tactically on line.  You are ready to cross 
the line of departure.  You have your fire team leaders check their men. 
 

 1.  When you cross the LOD, what phase of the operation begins? 
 

a.  Preparatory  
b.  Consolidation  
c.  Attack 
d.  Assault 
 

2.   When your squad reaches a point enroute to the FCL where they can no longer 
advance without sustaining excessive casualties, you will 
 
a.  execute fire and movement. 
b.  execute fire and maneuver. 
c.  call for fire support. 
d.  withdraw to a concealed position to reorganize. 

 
3.   Once the maneuver element meets enemy opposition and can no longer advance 

under the cover of the base of fire, you would 
 

a.  employ fire and movement. 
b.  employ fire and maneuver. 
c.  call for fire support. 
d.  withdraw to a concealed position to regroup. 

 
4.   The methods of advance for the squad to reach the FCL are the fire team rushes, the 

squad as a unit in a series of alternating rushes, and 
 

a.  individual rushes. 
b.  company rushes. 
c.  platoon rushes. 
d.  bounding withdrawal. 
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1.2.3b.  FINAL COORDINATION LINE.  The final coordination line (FCL) is the position, 
located between the line of departure (LOD) and the objective from which the assault on the 
enemy position is launched.  The FCL is located as close to the enemy as the assaulting elements 
can move by fire and movement without sustaining casualties from friendly supporting fires.  
The FCL must be easily recognizable from the ground and ideally offer cover and concealment, 
although this may often not be the case.  Two very important things take place once the squad 
reaches the FCL: 
 

• Last minute preparations are made by the squad to assault. 
 
• Supporting fires on the objective are shifted or ceased. 

 
Both events are equally important and must be executed at the same time. 
 

(1)  When the squad reaches the FCL, you and your entire squad must quickly make final 
preparations for the assault.  Among these preparations are: 

 
(a)  Insert a full magazine in their weapon. 
(b)  Fix bayonets. 
(c)  Assaultman and grenadier load with designated (type) rounds. 
(d)  Automatic rifleman checks rounds and, if necessary, inserts a new box 
       of ammunition and reloads. 
(e)  Ensure that handgrenades are in easy reach. 

 
(2)  The FCL is also used for controlling the coordination of shifting or ceasing direct and 

indirect fire supporting the assault element.  These fires are kept on the enemy 
position as long as possible to suppress the enemy from delivering a heavy volume 
of fire on the assaulting elements.  The distance between the FCL and the objective 
varies, depending on the terrain and the type of supporting fires employed.  If you 
decide that you will suffer fewer casualties by moving closer to the enemy before the 
assault, you can notify your platoon commander and change the FCL.  You will 
move to the new FCL by fire and movement. 

 
(3)  You must keep to an absolute minimum the amount of time spent at the FCL.  Even 

though the FCL should offer cover and concealment, this often ends up as "dead 
space" which can only be covered by the enemy using mortars or other indirect fires 
which they may have.  Whatever you do:  DO NOT DELAY AT THE FINAL 
COORDINATION LINE. 
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SQUAD IN THE ASSAULT.  The assault must be launched under the close cover of supporting 
fires and begin when the leading assault elements have advanced as close to the enemy as 
possible without moving into friendly supporting fires.  You will initiate the assault when 
conducting an independent assault mission; otherwise, the assault is started on order or signal 
from your platoon commander.  Supporting weapons cover the assault by firing on adjacent or 
deeper enemy targets.  You will signal to cease or shift your supporting fires and 
IMMEDIATELY launch the assault.  Your squad will advance rapidly, vigorously, and 
aggressively from die FCL to the objective deployed on line (fire team skirmishers) laying down 
a heavy volume of fire using assault fire techniques (fig. 2-17). 
 

 
 

Fig. 2-17.  Squad in the assault on the objective. 
 

ASSAULT FIRE.  Assault fire is designed to suppress (pin down) the enemy in their positions 
once the friendly supporting fires are shifted or ceased.  This will permit your squad to close with 
the enemy to within handgrenade range without sustaining heavy casualties from the enemy 
small arms fire.  Your squad must deliver a heavy volume of well-directed fire on the enemy 
position to maximize effectiveness.  The speed of the assault depends on the terrain which your 
squad must cover to reach the objective, condition of the ground, visibility, and the physical 
condition of your squad.  You will direct fire at every bush, tree stump, fold in the ground; every 
place which might conceivably contain an enemy.  Assault fire is executed violently, aggressive 
in action, with a heavy volume of accurate fire.  Effective assault fire from your squad will 
demoralize, destroy, or permit you to capture the enemy.  You will ensure that each member of 
your squad employs his weapon appropriately: 
 

(1)  RIFLEMAN.  Advance, delivering well-directed rounds at locations in their zone of 
advance engaging all definite targets immediately.  Riflemen use the pointing 
technique to deliver fire on the objective. 
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(2) FIRE TEAM LEADER/GRENADIER.  Advance firing his M203 from the shoulder, 
using pointing technique.  When loaded with HE, HE-Airburst, or HEDP, the weapon 
should be fired just after leaving the FCL in order to avoid friendly casualties.  If loaded 
with the multi-projectile (shotgun) round, firing should be delayed until the squad closes 
with the enemy.  Everytime the fire team leader fires his M203 with a round, he will 
revert to rifleman until the chance to reload.  The fire team leader will not stop to reload, 
as this will disrupt the momentum of the assault and firepower will be lost.  If worked in 
pairs, one could reload while the other fires, and vice versa.  Ensure that they do not fall 
behind the squad assault line. 

 
 (3)  AUTOMATIC RIFLEMAN.  Advance while firing their weapons from the underarm 

position.  Fire is delivered normally, in short bursts of three to five rounds.  Automatic 
riflemen distribute their fire across the entire squad front. 
 

(4) SQUAD LEADER.  Normally, you will not deliver fire during the assault.  You should  
 take a position to the center rear of the assault line, maintaining alignment and 
 momentum, and keeping the assault moving forward aggressively (fig. 2-18). 

 
Fig. 2-18.  Squad leader and fire team leaders in the assault. 
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The assault is the most critical phase of an offensive action because it is the ultimate life 
and death situation.  The success of your mission depends primarily on the abilities of your fire 
team leaders and yourself to exert the necessary vigorous control of the squad to close with and 
destroy your enemy or capture him (fig. 2-19).  Each enemy and friendly situation has its own 
unique set of circumstances, and the tactical solution to those situations rests with the degree of 
knowledge, preparation, and experience of the leaders.  YOU must decide what to do in many 
situations with the enemy and you must DO IT. 

 

 
 

Fig. 2-19.  Marine rifle squad in the assault. 
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ACTIONS AT THE OBJECTIVE 
 

Once you have assaulted the objective, you must consolidate your squad.  Consolidation 
is simply the rapid organization of a hasty defensive position to permit you to hold the objective 
you seized if an enemy counterattacks. 
 

 (1)  HASTY DEFENSE.  When you received the attack order, your squad was assigned 
the mission of seizing and defending an objective or a sector of an objective.  Once 
you have seized the objective, your task now is to place sufficient firepower into 
position to defend your objective ground.  You will position your squad in hasty 
defensive positions because you will not have time initially to prepare standard 
fighting holes.  You must use to maximum effectiveness depressions in the ground, 
shell crater holes, or old enemy positions.  These may be quickly improved to 
provide minimum adequate cover.  This is important because the enemy may launch 
a counterattack, employing both direct and indirect fires (mortars, artillery, 
machineguns).  Your number one priority after securing the objective from the 
enemy is to prepare a hasty defensive position.  Care of casualties must come second 
in priorities at this point of the offensive action.  You must accomplish many things 
once you secure the objective such as: 

 
(a)  Assigning fire team sectors of fire in the hasty defense. 
 
(b) Assigning the principal direction of fire (PDF) for the automatic riflemen and 
 the fire team leader/grenadier. 
 
(c)  Ensuring that fire team leaders check to see that their sectors of fire interlock. 
 
(d)  Reporting the situation to your platoon commander. 
 
(e)  Covering all areas of likely enemy approach. 

 
After you have consolidated and established a hasty defensive position, it is now time to 

reorganize. 
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 (2)  REORGANIZATION.  Once the enemy counterattack is defeated, or it is determined 

by the senior unit leader on the objective that the danger from immediate enemy 
counterattack has passed, reorganization of your unit commences.  Reorganization is 
a continuous process, but it is given special emphasis upon the seizure of the 
objective.  You will accomplish the following actions during reorganization: 

 
 (a)  Make spot assignments to replace fire team leaders and automatic riflemen who 

may have become casualties. 
 
  (b) Redistribute ammunition, magazines, and grenades. 
 
  (c) Remove casualties to covered positions. 
 

(d) Notify the platoon commander of the situation, the position of the squad, the 
 casualties incurred, and the status of ammunition. 

 
   (e)  Disarm enemy prisoners and send them to the platoon commander using the five  

  S's (fig. 2-20). 
 

  (f) Improve defensive positions or prepare to continue with the attack. 
 

(g) Ascertain the situation of units on your flanks. 
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Fig. 2-20.  Actions on the objective. 
EXERCISE 1.2.3b.   Answer the following questions and check your responses against   
   those listed at the end of this study unit. 
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TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You and your squad have crossed the line of departure, 
advancing toward a hostile enemy objective.  The terrain is rather open with sparse 
vegetation.  The objective is an enemy combat outpost which is a dug-in position on a 
small hill approximately 150 meters from the line of departure.  Your men are well-
dispersed and on line as you advance.  Suddenly, you are receiving hostile fire and your 
squad takes immediate cover and returns the fire.  You signal to your first fire team 
leader to establish a base of fire.  The first team engages the enemy position with a heavy 
volume of fire enabling you to maneuver the other fire teams to advance closer to the 
FCL.  The FCL is a depression in the ground approximately 60 meters from the objective.  
You have decided that because the terrain is relatively open and you see no available 
route to the enemy flank, you will attack using the frontal assault.  Once the 2nd team has 
advanced to within 100 meters of the objective, they now assume the base of fire to cover 
the advance of the first and third teams.  You signal to the first and third teams to 
maneuver up to the other team's position.  The three teams alternate as the base of fire 
and maneuver teams under your control until your squad is at the final coordination line. 

 
1.  Once your squad reaches the final coordination line (FCL), you and your entire 
   squad must quickly 

 
a.  assault the enemy. 
b.   make final preparations for the assault. 
c.   set up hasty defensive positions. 
d.   prepare for counterattack. 

 
 2.  Taking into account how you answered the question above, when employing a single  

flanking attack, you would accomplish what other task at the FCL? 
 

a.  Call in artillery. 
b.  Send a messenger to the platoon commander. 
c.  Reevaluate the assault. 
d.  Shift or cease supporting fires. 

 
3.  When making final preparations for the assault at the FCL, you would instruct your  
  squad to fix bayonets, ensure that hand grenades are within easy reach, and 

 
a.  insert a full magazine/box of ammunition in their weapon. 
b.  identify which enemy soldier each man will take out. 
c.  refresh themselves with a canteen of water. 
d.  quickly reload all magazines. 
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You have accomplished all of your tasks at the FCL.  You give the command to assault.  
Your squad reacts in a manner expected of them as they aggressively pitch forward, closing with 
and effectively firing up the enemy position.  The enemy is pinned down from the heavy volume 
of fire your squad is delivering.  You are advancing quickly and are on the objective within a 
minute of the initiation of the assault.  Your entire squad is involved in the action at the objective 
as it vigorously destroys the enemy by fire and close combat.  You continue your advance to the 
immediate area just beyond the objective to suppress or destroy retreating enemy personnel.  
After you are certain of seizing the enemy position, you order your men to consolidate. 
 

4.  The most important task to accomplish in the consolidation phase of an offensive 
action is to 

 
a.  evacuate casualties. 
b.  ensure that enemy is destroyed. 
c.  prepare a hasty defense. 
d.  inform the platoon commander of the situation. 

 
5.  When preparing hasty defensive positions, you will assign fire team sectors of fire, 

cover all areas of likely enemy approach, report the situation to your platoon 
commander, and 

 
a.  ensure that fire team leaders check to see that their sectors of fire interlock. 
b.  detail squad members to construct standard fighting holes. 
c.  cease all supporting fires. 
d.  destroy all enemy material on the position. 

 
6.  When reorganizing your squad after the danger of immediate counterattack has 

passed, your tasks include removing casualties to covered positions, notifying the 
platoon commander of the situation, redistributing ammunition and supplies, and 

 
a.  interrogating prisoners. 
b.  processing prisoners via the five S's. 
c.  arranging for a bivouac. 
d.  sending out a reconnaissance patrol. 

 
You have successfully assaulted the enemy position, prepared a hasty defensive position 

in case of an immediate counterattack, and reorganized your squad.  You have received two 
casualties from the assault, one of the casualties needs to be evacuated.  You also capture three 
enemy soldiers, two of which are badly wounded, the third only slightly wounded and who 
appears to be an enemy officer or noncommissioned officer.  The enemy does not counterattack, 
but withdraws to their parent organization which is a fortified position located approximately 
300 meters to the northeast.  
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You are ordered to prepare your squad for continuing the attack.  You replace your casualties' 
positions with men in your squad and from personnel from your platoon.  The platoon 
commander tells you to notify him when you are ready to move out.  You know that you will 
probably be attacking the enemy's fortified position even though you haven't received the order 
as yet.  You ready yourself and your squad for this likely possibility.  You know that you have 
done well with this past attack; you lost two effective Marines, but you accomplished the 
mission.  An attack on a fortified position is no picnic, and you know that success depends on the 
clockwork precision of timing, coordination, and firepower.  You are geared to go, but for now 
you rest and wait.  Night is approaching. 

 
 

Work Unit 2-4.  CONDUCTING A SQUAD NIGHT ATTACK 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  From a tactical scenario, identify how to conduct and 
control squad actions in a night attack on an enemy position. 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 
1.2.4a.  Identify squad actions when planning and preparing for the night attack. 
 
1.2.4b.  Identify squad actions in the conduct of the night attack. 

 
The purpose of a night attack may be to gain surprise, maintain pressure on the enemy, 

exploit success in the continuation of a daylight operation seize, terrain for subsequent 
operations, or to avoid heavy losses by using the concealment afforded by darkness.  Night 
combat is characterized by a decreased ability to place aimed fire on the enemy; a corresponding 
increase in the importance of close combat, volume of fire, and the fires of your weapons 
registered during daylight; difficulty of movement and maintaining control; and difficulty in 
maintaining direction and enemy contact.  Despite these difficulties, the night attack gives the 
attacker a psychological advantage in that it magnifies the defender's doubts, apprehensions, and 
fear of the unknown. 
 
1.2.4a.  PLANNING AND PREPARING FOR THE NIGHT ATTACK.  The difficulties 
mentioned in the general statement above can be overcome by careful planning and preparation 
for the attack.  Night attack missions are normally assigned to units not in physical contact with 
the enemy because of the demand for time-consuming, detailed planning, and reconnaissance at 
all unit levels. 
 

(1)  TACTICAL CONTROL MEASURES.  The degree of visibility will determine the 
measures necessary to assure control.  The following control measures will normally 
be used in a night attack (fig. 2-21). 
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Fig. 2-21.  Tactical control measures for the night attack. 
 

(a) Assembly area - May be closer to the line of departure than for a daylight attack. 
(b) Attack position - Should be in defilade, need not offer as much concealment as in                                              

daylight. 
(c) Line of departure - Coordinates attacking units when beginning the attack. 
(d) Release point (RP) - These are clearly defined points on a route where units are 

released to their respective leaders/commanders. 
(e) Probable line of deployment (PLD) - Easily recognizable line on the ground 

where attacking units deploy on line before beginning the night assault. 
(f) Limit of advance - An easily recognizable line beyond the objective to stop the 

advance of the attacking units.  Should be far enough from the objective to allow 
security elements to operate. 

 
 (2)  SECURITY PATROLS.  Members of your squad may be used as security patrols to 

assist night attacks.  The night attack is normally conducted at company level and up in 
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operations.  Your patrols will maintain security on the PLD, eliminate enemy security 
elements, and prevent attacking forces from being ambushed while enroute to the PLD.  
Your squad members may also act as guides to lead units forward from the release point 
to the PLD. 

 
 (3)  PLANNING THE NIGHT ATTACK.  In the non-illuminated night attack, the following 

special consideration's are integrated with the troop leading procedures (BAMCIS) 
prescribed for the daylight attack. 

 
 (a)  Plan and conduct reconnaissance as directed. 

 
1.  Exercise security precautions relative to reconnaissance parties according to your 

platoon commander's instruction. 
2.  Locate the tentative squad release point, 
3.  Locate your assigned portion of the PLD and objective 
4.  Locate prominent terrain features to guide movement. 

 
 (b)  Coordinate with adjacent squad leaders concerning: 

 
1.  Contacts between squads in the movement forward 
2.  Unit contact on the PLD and in consolidation 
3.  Guiding on the base squad 

 
 (c)   Select base fire teams) for movement forward, deployment on the PLD, and the 

assault.  Include specific instructions for guiding on adjacent squads during 
movement. 

 
 (d)   Determine a position for each of your fire teams within a column formation based on 

the sequence of deployment(s) at the PLD. 
 

 (e)   Assign security missions to your fire teams as directed. 
 
 (f)   Designate distance and interval as directed. 
 
 (g)   Plan for continuous movement through the squad release point. 
 
 (h)   Provide for all-around squad security forward of the squad RP. 
 
 (i)   Provide immediate action plans in the event of discovery. 
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The company commander normally issues a plan for a night attack on an enemy objective.  
The scheme of maneuver, formation, communications, and fire support plans are included in his 
operation order to your platoon commander.  This order, in turn, is issued to you and you will 
need to make necessary preparations for the attack. 
 

(4)  PREPARING FOR THE NIGHT ATTACK.  Preparation for the night attack is generally 
the same as or a daylight attack.  You would follow your "BAMCIS" and "METT-TSL" 
principles for the assigned mission.  Reconnaissance should be conducted during three 
conditions of visibility:  daylight, dusk, and dark, if possible.  Rehearsals should also be 
conducted during daylight and in darkness.  To further prepare for the attack you would 
accomplish the following actions: 

 
 (a)  Brief the entire squad on details of the operation. 
 
 (b)   Participate in platoon rehearsals paying particular attention to troop familiarity  
  with: 

 
  1.   Flare discipline 

   2.   Individual conduct toward movement, maintaining distances and interval, and  
    light/noise discipline 

 3.   Security measures 
 4.   Signals 
 5.   Actions on discovery 
 6.   Actions after crossing the PLD 
 7.   Actions on the objective 

 
 (c)   Supervise troop preparations to include: 

 
1.   Individual camouflage 
2.   Muffling sounds made by loose clothing and equipment 
3.   Removing or dulling shiny items 
4.   Segregating equipment not required for the attack 
5.   Issuing ammunition 
6.   Checking weapons 

 
In addition to the above actions, you will avoid test firing of weapons and unnecessary 

movement.  If you must test fire or move, you must do it in a way which will not prematurely 
disclose your forthcoming attack.  You should also ensure that squad members retain their night 
vision prior to the attack. 
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EXERCISE 1.2.4a.   Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
 listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  Your squad is recovering from a successful squad assault on 
an enemy outpost that occurred earlier in the day.  Your unit is advancing on a large 
enemy stronghold to the northeast of your position.  Your unit has engaged enemy 
resistance enroute to their main objective which is the stronghold:  Your unit commander 
has decided to execute a night attack on the enemy security element which is located in 
front of the fortified enemy stronghold.  The night attack will set up a major attack on the 
fortified enemy objective to commence as a continuing action.  A good deal of intricate 
and detailed planning has gone into this major offensive.  The order for the operation 
descends to you and you begin to prepare your squad.  Your unit plans to execute the 
operation immediately, but your time of attack will be the following evening.  This gives 
you a full day to rest, plan, and prepare for the night attack. 

 
1.   The LOD, PLD, RP, and limit of advance are examples of 

 
a.  BAMCIS principles. 
b.  communication signals. 
c.  tactical control measures. 
d.  situation reports. 

 
2.   When planning and conducting a reconnaissance for the night attack, locate 

 prominent terrain features, your assigned portion of the PLD and objective, and the 
 

a.  platoon rendezvous point. 
b.  squad release point. 
c.  platoon release point. 
d.  squad rendezvous point. 

 
3.   Because the attack will be at night, what disciplines become vitally important? 

 
a.  Light and supply 
b.  Light and noise 
c.  Self and noise 
d.  Hygienic and light 

 
4.   When rehearsing for the night attack, you must pay particular attention to actions on 

discovery, the PLD, and at 
 

a.  rally points. 
b.  the assembly area. 
c.  the attack position. 
d.  the objective. 
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1.2.4b.   CONDUCT OF THE NIGHT ATTACK.  Once you have finalized plans and prepared 
your squad for the night attack, you will begin the conduct of the night attack which is 
initially your squad's movement to the probable line of deployment (PLD). 

 
(1)  MOVEMENT TO THE PLD.  Security for movement to the PLD must be provided to 

enable the unit to move undetected.  Your platoon will move in column formation 
from the assembly area through the attack position until you reach the platoon release 
point.  The security element will provide guides and you will continue to move along 
the respective routes to your squad release point.  Once you cross the line of departure 
(LOD), movement to the PLD is continuous.  You will advance at a rate slow enough 
to permit silent movement.  On arrival at the squad release point, your squad will be 
released to advance to the PLD.  You would normally be the first member in your 
squad column formation to lead, set the pace, and maintain the direction of movement.  
Once you near the PLD, members of the security element will assist you in positioning 
your squad in a line formation on the probable line of departure.  You will maintain 
the line formation through the assault guiding on the base squad.  Through the 
movement to the PLD, you must consider the following actions: 

 
(a) Exercise strict noise, light, and flare discipline throughout the movement to 

the PLD. 
 

 (b)  Ensure unit security forward of the squad release point. 
  
 (c)   Upon discovery by the enemy, take the following actions as directed by the 

 platoon commander. 
 
   1.  Deploy your squad as necessary. 
 
   2.  Advance by fire and movement to the PLD, as necessary. 
 
  (d)  Eliminate the enemy on your assigned portion of the PLD. 
 
  (e)  Ensure deployment of your squad on the PLD and report your readiness to 

 your platoon commander. 
 
  (f)  Meet with security elements to learn the latest enemy activity. 

 

(2)  THE ASSAULT.  The assault begins on signal, normally once the enemy has 
discovered the attack and firing has commenced.  This assault signal must be strictly 
adhered to.  Your squad and unit must deliver a heavy volume of fire to gain and 
maintain fire superiority.  The assault is then conducted aggressively in the same 
manner as a daylight assault.  You will continue the assault through the objective to a 
position short of the limit of advance (LOA) and then conduct consolidation and 
reorganization.  You will not move or employ security elements forward of the LOA 
until ordered. 
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EXERCISE 1.2.4b.   Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
listed at the end of this study unit. 

 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You have planned, prepared, and rehearsed your squad for the 
night attack on a enemy security element.  You get the order to move out from the 
assembly area.  You proceed with your platoon/company to the attack position and there 
you finalize your preparations and receive instructions from your platoon commander 
who reminds you that the signal for the assault will be a red star cluster.  You and your 
men load with the tracer rounds because they demoralize the enemy.  You cross the line 
of departure in column and are released from the company at the platoon release point.  
You are in the lead of your squad and remain so when you arrive at the squad release 
point. 
 
1.   You are the lead man in your squad to lead the squad to the LOD, to set the pace, and to 

 
a.  maintain the direction of movement. 
b.  be the first to engage the enemy. 
c.  communicate with the platoon commander. 

 
2.   Once you arrive at the PLD, how would you position your squad? 

 
a.  As close to the objective as possible 
b.  In a column formation and wait in covered positions 
c.  In a hasty defense position 
d.  In a line formation and guide on the base squad 

 
3.   Throughout the night attack until the final assault, your squad strictly adheres to 

 
a.  light/noise and flare discipline. 
b.  the column formation for movement. 
c. verbal commands from their commanders. 
d.  actions at the assembly area. 

 
You assault the objective on line when the signal is given and quickly gain fire 

superiority.  You successfully push the enemy into a retreat toward their fortified position.  Your 
unit, however, stops short of the Limit of Advance (a road) and you consolidate and quickly 
reorganize your squad.  You know that you will be moving again soon because the attack plan 
called for a continuous movement toward the fortified enemy stronghold.  Up to now, the enemy 
resistance has been moderate, but this last night assault has backed the enemy into a corner.  The 
next offensive action will be heavily challenged.  You are tired but alive. 
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Work Unit 2-5.  ATTACKING A FORTIFIED POSITION 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  From a tactical scenario, conduct and control squad action 
in the attack on a fortified position. 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 
1.2.5a.  Identify squad actions when planning and preparing to attack a fortified position. 
 
1.2.5b.  Identify squad actions in the assault of the fortified position. 

 
A fortified area (fig. 2-22) contains permanent defensive features such as emplacements, 

field fortifications, obstacles, and personnel shelters.  These positions are laid out laterally, in 
depth, and are mutually supporting.  A trench or tunnel system may be included to afford 
covered movement.  These areas of defense are deliberately planned to deny access to an 
attacker.  Fortified positions differ in construction and physical layout, but they all possess 
similar characteristics.  Some of the strengths of a fortified area include: 
 

• Emplacements and personnel shelters are constructed of reinforced concrete, steel, or 
heavy timbers and earth.  The bulkheads and overhead may range to 8-feet thick.  
This provides cover from bombardment and small arms, and limited protection for 
direct fire weapons. 

 

• These areas are normally prepared in advance of hostilities and take maximum 
advantage of natural camouflage; artificial camouflage may be used. 

 

• Each emplacement usually has one or more automatic weapons mutually supporting 
each other for protection. 

 

• Wire is laid deep underground, thus providing a relatively secure means of 
communications. 

 

Although the term "fortified position" in itself means a strengthened area, there are 
weaknesses.  Some of these weaknesses that you should concentrate on are: 
 

(1)  The weakest points of an emplacement are windows, air vents, and doorways.  
They provide you with an opening to employ grenades, demolitions, and small 
arms fire. 

 

(2)  Emplacement depends upon mutually supporting positions for all-around 
observation.  When one emplacement is destroyed, observation is reduced 
proportionately. 
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Fig. 2-22.  Example of a fortified position. 

 
1.2.5a.  PLANNING AND PREPAING FOR THE ATTACK.  You will receive the order 

for the attack from your platoon commander.  Normally, you will be assigned the mission of 
seizing or destroying one emplacement; other squads are assigned to other emplacements.  You 
may be ordered to attack simultaneously with the other squads or to neutralize the fire coming 
from an emplacement.  Attacks on a fortified area usually are conducted on a narrow frontage 
because of the characteristics of that type of area.  As in planning for other offensive-type 
operations, you will follow "BAMCIS" guide lines: 
 

 (1)   During reconnaissance, you should observe and plan the following: 
 

(a) Location of the squad's objective (emplacement) 
 

(b) Position of the embrasures and fields of fire 
 

(c) Surrounding field fortifications and obstacles 
 

(d) A tentative final coordination line 
 

(e) A route to the final coordination line 
 

(f) A position for the base of fire 
 

(g) A firing position for the SMAW or Dragon Gunner 
 

(h) Location of other enemy emplacements supporting the objective 
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(2)  Based on your reconnaissance, your mission, and your platoon's mission, plan your attack. 
 
(3)  Once you complete your plan, rehearse, if possible.  Make sure that each squad member 

knows his duties. 
 
(a)  Organize your squad into base of fire and assault elements. 
 
(i) If machinegun and assault teams (SMAW/LAW (dragon) are attached to your squad, 

assign them to the base of fire or assault elements, as appropriate. 
 
(c)   Provide for breaching of minefields and wire obstacles, if needed, by using 
  demolitions, bangalore torpedos, probing, or rocket launcher. 
 
(d)   Prepare to eliminate the enemy within and around the assigned emplacement through 

a search of the emplacement, adjoining troop shelters, and trenchworks. 
 
(e)  Implement mutual support with adjacent squads. 
 
(f)  Prepare easily recognizable coordinating signals between the base of fire, assault, and 

adjacent units by using WP grenades, pyrotechnics, whistle, arm-and-hand signals, etc. 
 
(g)  Ensure that you have back-up personnel trained in the use of demolition and 
      the SMAW/Dragon weapon systems. 

 
EXERCISE 1.2.5a.  Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
 listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  It is daybreak and you have just conducted a night attack to 
push the enemy off a security position.  The enemy retreated to a fortified position 
approximately 500 meters to the north.  Your unit is in the process of reorganizing 
for the attack on the fortified position.  You tell your fire team leaders to ready 
the squad while you and the other squad leaders make a reconnaissance with the platoon 
commander.  As you approach the enemy position, you are fired upon by an enemy 
soldier whom you suspect is manning an observation post.  You dispose of the soldier, 
and you, the other squad leaders, and the platoon commander obtain advantage point to 
observe the enemy position.  You see this and make a sketch (fig. 2-23). 
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Fig. 2-23.  Sketch of the enemy fortified position. 
 
You are assigned the mission of neutralizing the automatic weapon emplacement on the left 
flank of the objective.  You carefully observe the position and its defensive features.  After a 
time, you and the reconnaissance party return to your unit and complete your plan. 
 
 1.  When preparing for the attack on a fortified area, you would organize your squad into 
 

 a.  a maneuver element and an assault element. 
 b.  base of fire and assault elements. 
 c.  an assault element and the reserve unit. 
 d.  two assault elements and a support element. 

 
 2. From figure 2-23, what teams would you suspect would be attached to you to assist in 

accomplishing your mission in the tactical scenario? 
 

 a.  A mortar squad and a Dragon Team 
 b.  A SMAW and a Dragon Team 
 c.  A mortar squad and a machinegun team 
 d.  A SMAW/Demo team and a machinegun team 
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1.2.5b.  ASSAULT OF THE FORTIFIED POSITION.  The infantry rifle squad is supported in 
the assault with machineguns, rocket launchers, and demolitions.  Upon seizures or destruction 
of the emplacement, the squad supports by fire the attack on another emplacement by an adjacent 
squad or assaults another emplacement.  When assaulting an emplacement, you should employ 
your firepower in the following manner: 
 

(1) ORGANIC WEAPONS 
 

(a)   Rifleman (fig. 2-24).  Rifle fires are directed against enemy troops occupying 
outside positions. 

 
(b)   Automatic Rifleman. (fig. 2-25).  Automatic rifles fire into the embrasures at a 

maximum rate.  When enemy fires from the emplacement are neutralized, fires 
are shifted to troops in field fortifications and continued at the sustained rate. 

 
(c)   Fire Team/Grenadier.  When the fire team is part of the maneuver element and is 

providing a base of fire or close-in protection during the attack, the grenadier/fire 
team leader may be used to fire on enemy troops in field fortifications. 

 
Fig. 2-24.  Rifleman engaging targets. 
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Fig. 2-25.  Automatic rifleman engaging target. 
 

(2)  OTHER SUPPORTING WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT (fig 2-26). 
 

 
Fig. 2-26.  Supporting weapons engaging target. 
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 (a)   Machineguns (fig. 2-27(A)).  These normally are employed with the base of 
fire.  They fire directly into the embrasure of an emplacement.  As the squad 
assaults, fires are ceased or shifted to other targets. 

 
 (b)   SMAW (fig. 2-27(B)).  If a SMAW team is attached to your squad, you will 

 have to provide protection for them while they position to fire (250 meters and 
 closer).  If the enemy is in a sandbag emplacement or timber, the SMAW 
 weapon is normally all you need to accomplish the neutralizing of an 
 emplacement.  SMAW gunners aim in the center and at the base of a target to 
 maximize the SMAW rocket effect.  Currently, this is the best weapon to 
 neutralize bunker-type enemy emplacements for the rifle squad. 

 
 (c)   Demolitions.  These are used extensively in fortified areas.  They are employed 

 to breach obstacles.  A satchel charge will destroy an emplacement. 
 

 (d)   Pyrotechnics.  WP grenades are normally used to signal the assault and in 
 ceasing or shifting the base of fire.  The grenades are thrown close to the 
 embrasure to blind the enemy, inflict casualties, and screen the movement of the 
 assault unit. 

 
 (e)   Bombardment.  Preparatory fires from the air, artillery, and naval gunfire may 

 precede the attack. 
 

You should move your squad to the base of fire position under cover of preparatory fires.  
The base of fire is as far forward as possible. 
 

 (3)  MOVEMENT TO THE FINAL COORDINATION LINE.  The base of fire pins 
down the enemy in the emplacement by firing into the embrasure.  When enemy 
fires from the emplacement are neutralized, the assault unit moves forward to the 
FCL.  The assault unit breaches any obstacle it encounters enroute.  The FCL should 
be on the flank of the emplacement taking advantage of the defender's restricted 
observation and limited field of fire. 
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  (4)  ASSAULT OF THE EMPLACEMENT  (fig. 2-27(C)).  The assault is conducted in 

the following sequence: 
 

 (a)   You will throw a WP grenade to signal the assault; the base of fire is ceased or  
 shifted on this signal. 

 
 (b)   The SMAW gunner fires at the emplacement, aiming low and in the center to 

 "Blow Up" the emplacement. 
 
  (c)   If the SMAW fails to destroy the emplacement, it will at least provide enough 

 smoke and debris to screen the demolitions man while placing a satchel charge 
 into or against the embrasure. 

 
  (d)   As the SMAW and demolitions man are being employed, the remainder of the    

 assault unit provides covering fire. 
 

 (e)   After the rocket/charge explodes, the assault unit assaults the objective   
  aggressively.  The remaining enemy is destroyed and the emplacement is  
  searched for intelligence material and tunnels or other entrances.  Searching is  
  always conducted carefully to guard against boobytraps. 

 
   (f)  After you seize the emplacement, move the base of fire up (if safe to do so).   

  Engage another emplacement or support another squad by fire.  Coordinate with  
  your platoon commander. 

 
  (g)  After the fortified position is neutralized, consolidate and reorganize as needed. 
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Fig. 2-27.  Attack on a fortified position. 
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EXERCISE 1.2.5b. Answer the following questions and check your responses against   
   those listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You are completing your plan to attack your portion of the 
fortified enemy position.  Your objective is a bunker emplacement on the extreme left 
flank of the platoon objective.  You are assigned a SMAW and machinegun team to 
support your assault on the objective.  After completing the plan, you give your operation 
order to your squad and detachments.  The attack on this type of objective may well be 
costly, so you rehearse vigorously the entire phases of the attack.  Communications and 
timing are crucial to exact success in the mission.  Time is short and you make the best of 
it.  You assign members of your squad to elements. 

 
1.   To which element would the machinegun team normally be assigned? 

 
a.  Base of fire  
b.  Assaulting force  
c.  Maneuver element 
d.  Reserve force 

 
2.   Which element would your SMAW/Demolitions team be assigned? 

 
a.  Base of fire  
b.  Assaulting force  
c.  Reserve force  
d.  Indirect fire support force 

 
Your platoon commander is ready to move out.  Your platoon will attack the fortified 
position with squads attacking simultaneously.  You advance, and contact with the enemy 
is made within 15 minutes.  The enemy is pouring out a heavy volume of automatic fire 
from its emplacement and you are also receiving heavy mortar fire. 

 
3.   Upon contact with the enemy, what action would you immediately take to initiate the 

attack? 
 
a.   Set up base of fire, assemble squad on line formation, and conduct a frontal 
 assault. 
b.   Return fire until your platoon commander can be apprised of the situation. 
c.   Set up base of fire and deploy maneuvering force to move to the flank of the 

emplacement in preparation to assault. 
d.   Crawl low on line as close as you can before setting up a base of fire. 
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You have sustained a few casualties and are ready to assault.  Your base of fire has 
successfully gained fire superiority over the emplacement, but you are sure that they are 
rapidly depleting their ammunition.  You want to contact your platoon commander for 
additional instructions but cannot contact him by radio.  You decide to assault the 
objective.  All obstacles have been breached. 

 
4.   What signal would you normally use to initiate the assault and cease or shift the base 

of fire? 
 

a.  Tracer round  
b.  Hand and arm  
c.  Verbal order  
d.  WP grenade 

 
5.   What action does your squad take once the SMAW rocket or satchel charge explodes 

on the emplacement? 
 

a.  Select sectors of fire  
b.  Aggressively assault  
c.  Return to original position 
d.  Wait for debris to settle 

 
6.   Once you have seized your objective, you will support another squad by fire or 

 
a.   consolidate back to the base of fire. 
b.  reorganize for retrograde operations. 
c.   engage another emplacement until the whole position is neutralized. 
d.   dig in and wait. 

 
 

SUMMARY REVIEW 
 

Within this study unit, you have identified the methods used to control your squad in the 
offensive.  You learned how to conduct patrols, infiltrate enemy lines, conduct a squad day and 
night attack, attack a fortified position, and control unit fires and maneuver.  In addition, you 
learned how to consolidate and reorganize your squad following enemy contact. 
 

In the next study unit, you will learn the methods used to tactically conduct squad actions 
in defensive combat.  These will include establishing a squad defensive position, initiating NBC 
protective and reporting measures, and emplacing and recording a hasty protective minefield. 
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Answers to Study Unit  #2 Exercises 
 
Work Unit 2-1. 
 
Exercise 1.2.1a Exercise 1.2.1b Exercise 1.2.1c Exercise 1.2.1d 
 
1.  b. 1.  c.  5.  g. 1.  d.  6.  g. 1.  b. 
2.  a. 2.  a.  6.  e. 2.  e.  7.  j. 2.  c. 
3.  c. 3.  d.  7.  h. 3.  a.  8.  i. 3.  a. 
4.  d. 4.  b.  8.  f. 4.  c.  9.  f. 

5.  b.  l0.  h. 
 
Exercise 1.2.1e Exercise 1.2.1f Exercise 1.2.lg 
 
1.  b. 1.  d.  1.  b. 
2.  a. 2.  b.  2.  c. 
3.  b. 3.  b.  3.  b. 
4.  d. 
 
Work Unit 2-2. 
 
Exercise 1.2.2a    
 
a.  Release Point   f.  Rendezvous Point 
b.  Time of Release   g.  Alternate Rendezvous Point 
c.  Point of Departure   h.  Time of Rendezvous 
d.  Time of Infiltration  i.  Routes from Rendezvous to 
e.  Infiltration Line    Attack Positions 
 
Exercise 1.2.2b Exercise 1.2.2c 
 
1.  a.  4.  b. 1.  d. 
2.  c.  5.  a. 2.  c. 
3.  e.  6.  d. 
 
Work Unit 2-3. 
 
Exercise 1.2.3a Exercise 1.2.3b 
 
1. c. 1.  b. 
2.  b. 2.  d. 
3.  a. 3.  a. 
4.  a. 4.  b. 

 5.  a. 
 6.  b. 
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Work Unit 2-4. 
 
Exercise 1.2.4a Exercise 1.2.4b 
 
1.  c. 1.  a. 
2.  b. 2.  d. 
3.  b. 3.  a. 
4.  d. 
 
Work Unit 2-5. 
 
Exercise 1.2.5a Exercise 1.2.5b 
 
1.  b. 1.  a. 
2.  d. 2.  b. 

 3.  c. 
 4.  d. 
 5.  b. 
 6.  c. 
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STUDY UNIT 3 
 

SQUAD ACTION IN DEFENSIVE COMBAT 
 

The purpose of defensive combat is to either gain time pending the arrival of more 
favorable conditions to launch an offensive or to economize forces at one position in order to 
concentrate superior forces elsewhere.  The mission of the infantry in defensive combat is to stop 
the enemy by fire forward of the forward edge of the battle area (FEBA), repel the enemy assault 
by close combat if he reaches the FEBA, and destroy him by counterattack if he succeeds in 
entering the FEBA.  Your mission for the defense is the same and applies to all infantrymen in all 
infantry units.  Your squad will participate in defensive operations as part of a larger unit (platoon 
and company).  Your squad's mission in defensive combat can be divided into three main parts: 
 

(1)  To destroy the enemy by fire once he comes into small arms range of the squad 
position on the FEBA.  The enemy is destroyed as far forward of the FEBA as 
possible.  The closer the enemy comes to the FEBA, the more friendly casualties he 
will inflict. 

 
 (2)  If the enemy continues to press the attack to the point where he launches an assault on 

the FEBA, your squad repels this assault by continuing to deliver fire as part of your 
unit's final protective fire (FPF), and, if necessary, by hand-to-hand combat. 

 
 (3)  If the enemy succeeds in penetrating the FEBA, your squad must hold your position 

and deliver fire on the intruding enemy and participate in counterattacks to destroy the 
enemy and restore the FEBA. 

 
  To accomplish the mission in defensive combat, your squad may be assigned any one of 

three types of defensive missions: 
 

(1) FRONTLINE SQUAD.  Your squad may defend as part of a frontline platoon.  In this 
case, your mission is to stop the enemy by fire forward of the FEBA and to repel him 
by close combat if he reaches the squad position.  The mission requires that your 
squad be assigned a definite position and sector of fire.  You must hold your position 
at all costs and withdraw or occupy other positions only on orders from higher 
authority. 

 
Study Unit Objective:  To recognize and gain an understanding of the methods used to 
conduct squad actions in a defensive operation, to include establishing a squad defensive 
position, conducting tasks in a nuclear, biological, or chemical environment, and emplacing 
and recording protective minefields. 
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(2)  SQUAD AS PART OF THE RESERVES.  Your squad may be part of the reserve 
platoon during the defense.  As part of the reserve platoon, you will normally be 
assigned a position to the rear of the frontline units.  You will support these frontline 
units by fire in an assigned sector.  This sector of fire is usually concentrated to the 
rear or flanks of the frontline or in gaps between frontline units.  If assigned as part of 
a reserve force, you will participate in the various missions of the force which may 
involve limiting enemy penetrations of the FEBA or employed as a counter-attacking 
reserve force to limit large penetrations of the FEBA. 

 
 (3)  SQUAD AS SECURITY ELEMENT.  Your squad may be employed as part of the 

security element forward of the FEBA.  In this case, your mission would be to gain 
information and deceive, delay, and disorganize the enemy and his advance. 

 
Work Unit 3-1.  ESTABLISHING A SQUAD DEFENSIVE POSITION 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  From a tactical scenario, prepare and establish a squad 
defensive position.  (1.3.1) 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 
1.3.1a.  Match each fundamental of defense with its characteristic, given a list of both. 
 
1.3.1b.  Identify positioning the fire teams/squad in the defense. 
 
1.3.1c.  Identify the methods to prepare and issue a squad defensive order. 

 
1.3.1a.   FUNDAMENTALS OF DEFENSE.  The squad is normally involved in the defense as 
part of a platoon defensive position.  Your squad is the basic element of defense.  The machinegun 
has been called the "BACKBONE" of defense; however, without the squad, which protects the 
machinegun and forces the enemy to deploy and concentrate his forces, the machinegun and all 
other weapons would lose a great deal of effectiveness.  The squad defensive order is very much 
like the 5-paragraph order except that it is based upon certain fundamentals of defense.   The 
following fundamentals of defense are applicable to all tactical levels (fire team, squad, platoon, 
company, etc.) and must be considered when preparing a defensive order.  Applying these 
fundamentals increases the chances for a successful defense: 
 

(1)   PROPER USE OF TERRAIN.  You should take maximum advantage of the military 
aspects  of terrain (key terrain, observation and fields of fire, cover and concealment, 
obstacles, and avenues of approach [KOCOA]). 
 

(2) SECURITY.  Good local security reduces the advantage the attacker enjoys to 
concentrate forces.  Security is not only keeping watch to detect the enemy, but also 
deceiving it as to your troop disposition and strengths, weapons locations and fields of 
fire, and other valuable information.  Using camouflage effectively is very important to 
security. 
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(3)   MUTUAL SUPPORT.  Units and supporting weapons are located and employed so that 

they can assist one another.  An isolated position is very vulnerable to the enemy. 
 
 (4)   DEFENSE IN-DEPTH.  Although you normally employ your fire teams on line at the  

FEBA, defense in-depth will still apply to the squad level by engaging the enemy at 
maximum small arms range as it advances and continuing this fire until the enemy 
has stopped or launches an assault. 
 

(5)   ALL-AROUND DEFENSE.  Although the squad defensive position is oriented toward 
the expected direction of an enemy attack, you must take steps to defend your position 
from any direction.  You will accomplish this by preparing supplementary defensive 
positions and fire plans to engage an enemy attack from all directions. 

 
(6)   COORDINATED FIRE PLAN.  This is the coordination of all fires; infantry weapons, 

tanks, artillery, naval gunfire and tactical aviation support.  You will deliver small arms 
fire in a coordinated fire plan with the other supporting arms fire while in the defense.  
Your squad's fire forces the enemy to slow down and deploy, thus creating targets for the 
supporting weapons.  This makes your squad a key element in a coordinated fire plan. 

 
(7)   USE OF BARRIERS.  Using barriers (natural or man-made obstacles) channels, directs, 

restricts, or stops enemy movement.  The effective use of barbed wire and concertina, 
antitank and antipersonnel mines, tank obstacles, artillery fire including mortars, and the 
effective use of terrain all add to the defense for your squad's position. 

 
(8)   FLEXIBILITY.  You must continually develop various courses of action to meet the 

enemy threat.  Being flexible is to ask yourself, "What should I do if the enemy does 
this?" 

 
(9) MAXIMUM USE OF OFFENSIVE ACTION.  You will normally be tasked by your 

platoon commander o conduct various types of patrols to maintain contact with and keep 
the enemy off guard.  You must instill in your Marines an offensive state of mind and 
aggressive spirit.  You must avoid accumulating extra gear and equipment to include 
"creature comforts" while in the defense because this can affect the physical and mental 
ability of your squad to "move out" quickly and aggressively. 

 



MCI 0383 3-4 Study Unit 3 

(10) DISPERSION.  Normally in a defensive situation, your squad is limited in how spread 
out it is over a wide area.  An important aspect of the dispersion fundamental of defense 
concerns assigning firing positions.  Firing positions should be close enough to provide 
mutual support but not so close that any enemy machinegun or mortar can neutralize an 
entire fire team or your entire squad. 

 

 
   Fig. 3-1.  Fundamentals of defense. 
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EXERCISE 1.3.1a. Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
 listed at the end of this study unit. 

 
TACTICAL SCENARIO:  Your squad has participated in a large scale attack on an enemy 
fortified position.  The attack was successful but costly in terms of personnel and 
equipment losses.  Your squad, however, remains intact and you are pleased with their 
actions in accomplishing your last mission.  Your unit is forced to discontinue the 
momentum of the advance until they can be reinforced and resupplied.  This will mean 
establishing a defensive position until your unit can "regroup."  As you begin to prepare for 
the defense, keep in mind certain fundamentals for an effective defense. 
 
Matching:   For items 1-10, match each fundamental of defense in column 1 with its  
   characteristic in column 2.  Place your answers in the spaces provided. 
 
          Column 1              Column 2 
 
Fundamental of Defense        Characteristic 

 
 ____  1.   Proper use of terrain  a.   Located to assist each other 
 ____  2.   Security  b.   Defend from any direction 
 ____  3.   Mutual support   c.   Using KOCOA 
 ____  4.   Defense in-depth  d.   Continuing fire on the enemy 
 ____  5.   All-around defense  e.    Keeping watch and deceiving the enemy 
 ____  6.   Coordinated fire plan  f.    Separate but also provide mutual support 
 ____  7.   Use of barriers  g.   To channel, restrict, and stop enemy 
 ____  8.   Flexibility        movement 
 ____  9.   Maximum use of offensive  h. Deliver fire with supporting weapons 
            action  i. Continually developing courses of action 
 ____  10. Dispersion   j. Aggressive, offensive state of mind 
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1.3.1b.   POSITIONING THE SQUAD IN THE DEFENSE.  When employing your squad in the 
defense, you will gain a better understanding of the reasons you were positioned as a rifleman, 
grenadier, or other member of a squad.  You must review what you have learned as a squad 
member to be an effective squad leader in the defense.  To gain a proficient knowledge of the 
defensive position, you must understand what constitutes the basic defensive firing position: 
 

(1) SECTOR OF FIRE.  A sector of fire is an area of responsibility on the ground assigned 
to your squad to be covered by fire.  Your squad sector of fire is divided into fire team 
and individual sectors of fire to cover the entire squad sector by fire.  Sectors of fire 
ensure mutual support by overlapping the individual and fire team sectors.  You, and 
possibly your fire team leaders, will not be assigned individual sectors of fire since 
your primary duty in the defense is directing and controlling your fires for your 
squad/fire team (fig. 3-2). 

 

 
Fig. 3-2.  Sector of fire. 

 

Within your sector of fire you have limiting features which affect your fire: 
 

(a) Lateral limits.  This is a readily identifiable terrain feature selected to 
indicate the line of sight (fire) along each side of the sector.  Two stakes are 
placed near the position of a weapon to indicate the lateral limits for periods 
of reduced visibility.  Ensure the stakes are firmly implanted. 

 
(b) Forward limit.  This is established at the range the weapon will open fire.  

This may extend to the maximum effective range for rifles and automatic 
rifles.  This limit is ideally established by using a terrain feature, but it is not 
always possible.  You use this limit as a method of control to open fire on 
the enemy at a precise time to maximize effectiveness. 
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(2)  FIRING POSITIONS.  These positions are on the ground which deliver fire from an 
individual, a crew-served weapon, or a unit.  The position must be able to provide 
desired support, possess good fields of fire, make maximum use of available cover 
and concealment, and facilitate effective fire control by the unit leader.  Assigned 
sectors of fire must be carefully examined from the prone position, and then a firing 
position selected to ensure effective coverage of the sector.  The exact firing 
position is then designated on the ground prior to digging in (fig. 3-3). 

 

  (a) Primary position.  Selected as the best available position from which the 
 assigned fire mission can be accomplished.  Individuals, fire teams, squads, 
 and crew-served weapons are assigned primary positions. 
 

(b) Alternate position.  Located so that a crew-served weapon can continue to 
 accomplish the original mission when the primary position becomes unsuitable 
 for carrying out that mission.  Alternate positions are not normally assigned to 
 units or individuals within a platoon.  Alternate positions are used primarily by 
 crew-served weapons such as the machinegun team. 

 

(c) Supplementary position.  These positions are prepared to guard against attack 
 from directions other than those from which the main attack is expected.  A 
 supplementary position is a secondary position which does not accomplish the 
 same fire mission as the primary position.  These positions are for security 
 reasons.  These positions ensure protection when occupied against surprise 
 enemy attack from an unanticipated direction.  Movement to supplementary 
 positions should be made by covered and concealed routes to avoid detection 
 by the enemy. 

 

 
Fig. 3-3.  Defensive positions. 
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(3) DEFENSE AREA.  This is an area of ground assigned to a unit to defend.  The entire 
defensive area is not physically occupied by troops and weapons.  Unoccupied 
positions are covered by fire (fig. 3-4). 

 
(4) FORWARD EDGE OF BATTLE AREA (FEBA).  The FEBA is an imaginary line 

joining the frontline unit areas were combat units are deployed (fig. 3-4). 
 

 
 
    Fig. 3-4.   Frontline defense area (platoon) and FEBA. 
 

(5)   PRINCIPAL DIRECTION OF FIRE (PDF).  This is a specific direction within a 
 sector of fire of a flat trajectory weapon which is designated as its primary fire 
 mission.  In a rifle squad, you should assign a PDF to your automatic rifleman.  
 Neither your fire team leaders, the rifleman, nor yourself will be assigned a PDF.  
 (Riflemen may be assigned a PDF during periods of reduced visibility).  You never 
 assign more than one PDF for an automatic weapon.  A PDF is assigned using a 
 terrain feature.  Using a stake to guide the PDF during reduced visibility is vital to 
 the effective firing of a PDF.  The PDF is used to:   

 

(a) Cover a gap in a final protective line (FPL) of a machinegun. 
 
   (b) Cover a specific terrain feature endangering the position, such as a draw  
     which may serve as an avenue of approach, or hill top which may serve as a 
     possible enemy vantage point (fig. 3-5).  The PDF may be anywhere that is  
     appropriate within your squad's sector of fire. 
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Fig. 3-5.  Principal direction of fire (PDF). 

 

  (c)  Protect a crew-served weapon by firing across its front. 
 

   (d)  Augment the band of flanking fires placed immediately in front of the FEBA  
  when targets of opportunity to the front are not visible. 

 

(6)  FIRE TEAM IN THE DEFENSE.  The mission of the fire team as part of your 
frontline squad in the defense is to stop the enemy forward of the FEBA or to repel 
him by close combat if he reaches it.  You assign this mission to your fire team leaders 
by specifying to them a sector of fire, PDF for the automatic rifleman, and a primary 
position.  The fire team leader will select terrain features to indicate lateral and 
forward limits of his sector of fire.  He points out the general line to be occupied and 
its flanking limits on the ground (fig. 3-6). 

 

(7)  FIRE PLAN.  The fire team leader formulates the fire team fire plan so as to 
physically occupy the assigned primary position and be able to cover by fire the entire 
sector assigned to him.  You will detail him to deliver the heaviest possible volume of 
fire for his sector if the need arises.  The fire plan includes assignment of individual 
sectors of fire, individual firing positions, firing positions, and PDF for the automatic 
rifleman (as assigned by you) and the position of the fire team leader (fig. 3-7). 
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Fig. 3-6.   Fire team sector of fire.                          Fig. 3-7.   Fire team fire plan. 
 

(a) Individual sectors of fire.  In the fire team, each member should cover the entire 
 fire teams sector of fire if practical (fig. 3-7).  The same terrain features are used to 
 indicate the limits. 
 

(b) Individual firing position.  Each member of the fire team is located to occupy the 
assign position and be able to cover by fire the assigned sector.  Positions may be 
prepared as single or preferably double fighting holes.  The interval between 
fighting holes within a fire team varies from 5 to 20 meters.  In close terrain, single 
holes may be 5 meters apart.  In open terrain, single holes may be 10 meters apart; 
double fighting holes, 20 meters apart. 

 

(c)  Automatic rifleman.  Since automatic rifles are the backbone of the squad's 
defense, you should select the exact position for the automatic rifle.  The 
remainder of the fire team is then positioned around it.  You will indicate the PDF 
for the automatic rifle (selected by the platoon leader of yourself). 

 

(d)   Fire team leader/grenadier.  The fire team leader must consider the overall fire plan 
when determining a sector of fire for his M203.  He considers the sector of fire for 
the automatic rifleman so that he may employ the M203 to mutually support the 
automatic rifle and adjacent units.  He places himself where he can best contribute 
to the fire team's mission, in or out of M203 grenade range.  When the enemy is 
beyond M203 range, the fire team leader fires with his M16 rifle.  Unless 
restrictions are applied, the fire team leader opens with his M203 on profitable 
targets as they come within range.  He covers likely avenues of approach by 
enemy infantry into the defensive position. 

 

(e)   Rifleman.  The rifleman is positioned so he can cover the entire fire team sector if 
possible and provide mutual support to and protection for the automatic rifleman.  
In a double hole (two-man fighting position), the automatic rifleman and 
rifleman/assistant automatic rifleman pair off. 

 

(f)   Sketch symbols.  A sketch of the fire plan is submitted to you by your fire team 
leaders.  Figure 3-8 shows you what should be included in the sketch.  These 
symbols show you the positioning of the fire team, the PDF of the automatic 
rifleman, and the sectors of fire for the fire team and its individual members.  The 
forward edge of the position follows the general trace of the FEBA, and the sides 
show its flanking limits. 
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Fig. 3-8.  Fire Plan sketch. 

 

(8) THE SQUAD IN THE DEFENSE.  Your platoon commander will assign you a 
defensive mission specifying a sector of fire and a primary position.  He will select 
terrain features to indicate the lateral and forward limits of the squad sector of fire.  He 
will point out on the ground the general line to be occupied and the flanking limits of 
the position.  The platoon commander will designate the general firing positions and 
the PDF for specific automatic rifles which are critical to the defense of the entire 
platoon.  He may assign a supplementary  position for the squad to prepare to protect 
the flanks or rear of the platoon (fig. 3-9). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Fig. 3-9.  Squad position. 
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(a)  Fire plan.  You will formulate the squad fire plan so as to physically occupy the 
assigned primary position and to be able to cover by the fire the sector assigned by 
the platoon commander as the squad mission (fig. 3-10).  The fire plan includes the 
assignment of the fire team's sectors of fire, positions, firing positions and PDF for 
automatic rifles, and your position. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 3-10.  Squad fire plan. 
 

(b)  Fire team positions.  You will distribute your fire teams so that they physically 
occupy the assigned position and are able to cover by fire the assigned sector.  The 
three fire teams are normally placed abreast, facing the FEBA.  Terrain will dictate 
the effective placement of the individual members of each fire team.  Be careful 
that the position of members does not mask another position's fire.  Crew-served 
weapons should be positioned first so that you can coordinate your squad's position 
to provide close-in protection for these weapons. 

 
(c)  Automatic rifles.  Your platoon commander will normally designate the 

GENERAL firing position of a specific automatic weapon.  You will designate the 
PDF for each automatic weapon not assigned by the platoon commander.  You will 
also select the EXACT firing position for each automatic rifle. 

 
(d)  Squad leader position.  You will position yourself usually slightly to the rear of 

your fire teams, and in the center of the squad position.  From this position you 
should be able to observe your assigned sector of fire, observe as much of the 
squad's position as possible (especially the fire team leaders' positions), and 
maintain contact with your platoon commander. 
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(e)  Fire plan sketch (fig. 3-11).  You will prepare a fire plan sketch of your defensive 
position.   This will be made in duplicate because you will keep a copy and deliver 
one to your platoon commander.  The sketch includes fire team positions and 
sectors of fire, positions and PDF of the automatic rifles, and your position.  If you 
have a crew-served weapon, its position, PDF, and primary fire mission (FPL for a 
machinegun along the FEBA and PDF for other crew-served weapons) should be 
included in the sketch.  Sufficient terrain features and the estimated ranges to them 
should also be indicated so that the sketch can be oriented to the ground.  Include 
the direction of magnetic north on the sketch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Fig. 3-11.  Squad fire plan sketch. 
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EXERCISE 1.3.1b. Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
listed at the end of this study unit. 

 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  Your unit has halted their advance.  You know that soon you 
will be receiving the defensive order.  Meanwhile, you are having your squad clean their 
weapons, themselves, and their equipment, and you are having the fire team leaders go 
over defensive fundamentals with their teams.  You are reviewing fire plan sketch symbols 
which you keep in your squad leader's notebook.  The terrain you are presently occupying 
is fairly open with small hills and tree lines.  Even before you receive the defensive order, 
you scan the terrain looking for defensive danger areas of likely enemy approach.  You 
begin assembling your thoughts on how to effectively employ and position your fire teams 
in a squad defensive position once you receive the order. 

 

1. You will select the exact firing position and principal direction of fire for the 
 

a. fire team leaders.    
b. riflemen.   
c. automatic rifleman. 
d. machinegun. 

 

2. Which position is normally not assigned for individuals within your squad, but rather 
 for  crew-served weapons? 
 

a. Primary position  
b. Alternate position  

  c. Supplementary position 
d. Assault position 

 

3.   When designating a primary position for a fire team you would also specify their 
 

 a.  individual positions.  
 b.  sector of fire. 

c. individual sectors of fire. 
d. alternate positions. 

 

 4.   When formulating your fire plan, you receive fire plan sketches from your fire team 
 leaders showing their individual sectors of fire, primary firing positions, the PDF for 
 the automatic rifleman, and the 
 

a. position of the fire team leader. 
b. position of the machinegun.  
c. position of the squad leader. 
d. location of the platoon commander. 

 

5. Once you have formulated your fire plan sketch, you will make a copy and deliver it to 
 

 a. your fire team leaders. 
b. the company C.P. 
c. the platoon commander. 
d. the company GySgt. 
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1.3.1c.  PREPARE AND ISSUE THE SQUAD DEFENSIVE ORDER.  Your platoon commander 
will issue the defensive order to you, the other squad leaders, and weapons support personnel.  
You will ensure that you bring maps, notebook, and pencils/pens; completely understand the squad 
mission; and arrange a time and place for detailed coordination with adjacent and supporting 
leaders.  You will use BAMCIS procedures to guide you in taking the appropriate actions toward 
completing your mission: 
 

(1)  BEGIN PLANNING (fig. 3-12).  Allocate time for: 
 

(a) Personal reconnaissance and planning 
(b) Fire team leaders reconnaissance and planning 
(c) Movement of the squad to the defensive position 
(d) Organization of the ground 
(e) Preparation of the fire team and squad fire plan sketch 

 

 
 
     Fig. 3-12.  Begin planning. 
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(2) ESTIMATE THE SITUATION (METT-TSL)  (fig. 3-13) based on: 
 

(a) The content of the platoon commander's order 
(b)  A map reconnaissance and the visual reconnaissance made with the platoon 

 commander during the orientation 
 

 

 
Fig. 3-13.  Estimate the situation (METT-TSL). 
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(3)  FORMULATE A TENTATIVE PLAN OF DEFENSE. 
\ 

 (4) ARRANGE FOR (fig. 3-14): 
 

(a) Movement of your squad to defensive positions (where, when, and how). 
(b) A reconnaissance route and schedule to facilitate a prearranged meeting with 

adjacent and supporting unit leaders for coordination. 
 
 

 
   Fig. 3-14.  Arrange for a reconnaissance. 

 

  (5)   CONDUCT RECONNAISSANCE (fig. 3-15). 
 

 (a) Locate limits of the squad's defensive position. 
 (b) Locate limits of the squad's sector of fire. 
 (c) Select a vantage point from which to orient and issue your squad order. 
 (d) Evaluate the terrain considering KOCOA. 
 (e) Select position and sector of fire or each fire team based on terrain analysis 
  and assigned mission which provide for: 
 

1. Coverage of entire squad sector by fire  
2. Mutual support between adjacent fire teams 
3. Protection for crew-served weapons within the squad position 

 

     (f) Determine PDFs for automatic rifles and grenade launchers based on the  
  following considerations: 
 

1. Coverage of enemy avenues of approach  
2. Protection of crew-served weapons 
3. Supplement fires of crew-served weapons  
4. Coverage of obstacles 
5. Coverage of dead space in the machineguns FPL 
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 (g) Select your own position which provides for: 
 

1.  Best observation of squad sector 
2. Control of your fire teams 
3. Contact with your platoon commander 

 
(h)  Locate assigned supplementary position and select fire team supplementary 

  positions within. 
 

 (i) Locate assigned listening and observation posts and select the most covered 
routes to them. 

 
 (j)  Coordinate as planned to ensure: 
 

1. Mutual support with adjacent squads/unit  
2. Protection of crew-served weapons 

 
 

Fig. 3-15.  Conduct reconnaissance. 
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  (6) COMPLETE THE PLAN. 
 

   (a)   Assign a defensive mission to each fire team to include: 
 

    1.   Position and sector of fire 
    2.   PDF for automatic rifles and grenade launchers 
    3.   Supplementary position and sector of fire 

4.   Fire team responsibility for: 
 

• Local security 
• Protection of crew-served weapons 
• Obstacle construction 

 

  (b) Plan coordinating instructions to include: 
 

 1. Priority of work 
 

• Post security. 
• Position automatic weapons. 
• Clear fields of fire. 
• Construct positions and emplacements. 
• Prepare supplementary positions. 
• Construct obstacles. 
• Continue camouflage and position improvements. 

 

    2. Employment of: 
 

• Limiting and PDF stakes 
• Elevation and deflection stakes 
• Assigning forward limit 

 

  3. Squad security measures 
 

  4. Plans for fire control including final protective fire signal 
 

  5. Alert procedures for: 
 

• Ground attack 
• Armored attack 
• Air attack 
• NBC attack 

 

  6. Night security measures 
 

• Movement 
• Light and noise discipline 
• Challenge and password 
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(c)  Incorporate logistic considerations including: 
 

 1.  Ammunition, food, and water 
 2.  Location of corpsman and the battalion aid station 

 

   (d)   Incorporate signal and communication means for conduct of defense providing 
 for: 

 

1.  Control of close defensive and final protective fire 
2.  Contact with higher, adjacent, supporting, and subordinate leaders 
3.  Warning of ground, armor, air, and NBC attack 
4.  Your location  
5.  Location of the platoon CP/OP 

 

(7)  ISSUE THE ORDER (fig. 3-16). 
 

     (a)  Orient subordinates thoroughly to include: 
 

        1.  Squad position and sector of fire 
        2.  Likely avenues of approach 
        3.  Targets and final protective fires 
        4.  Obstacles 
 

(b) Issue your order from a vantage point. 
 

(c) Walk ground with subordinates, as necessary, to point out: 
 

1.  Specific location and 1imit of each fire team position 
2.  Sector of fire for each fire team 
3.  Location and PDF for each automatic rifle and grenade launcher 
4.  Locations of obstacles to be constructed 
5.  Location of PDF and/or PFL of each crew-served weapon in or near squad 

       position 

Fig. 3-16.  Issue the order. 
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  (8)  SUPERVISE. 
 

     (a)  Organization of the ground 
 

1.   Establishment of security as directed 
2.   Location and construction of individual positions  
3.   Preparation of supplementary positions 

 
(b) Organization of fires to include 

 

1.   Position and assignment of PDFs for automatic rifles and M203  
2.   Integration of squad fires with supporting arms and fires from adjacent 
 units 
3.   Assignment of individual sectors of fire 

 

(c)  Construction of obstacles 
 

(d)  Continuous improvement of camouflage 
 

(e)  Distribution of supplies 
 

  (9)   SUBMIT SQUAD FIRE PLAN SKETCH TO INCLUDE (fig. 3-17). 
 

     (a)  Fire team primary and supplementary positions 
     (b)  Sector of fire for each fire team 

      (c) Location and PDF for each automatic rifle 
     (d) Location and PDF and/or FPL of each crew-served weapon in the squad  

position 
     (e)  Location and PDF for each M203 
     (f)  Terrain features and estimated distances necessary to orient the sketch 

       (g) Your location 

  Fig. 3-17.  Submit squad fire plan sketch.
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(10)  CONDUCT OF THE DEFENSE (fig. 3-18). 
 

(a) Notify platoon commander of enemy activity.   
(b)  Cover withdrawal of local security. 
(c)  Fire close defensive fires as planned.   
(d)  Maintain fire discipline and control.   
(e)  Fire final protective fires on signal. 
(f)  Defend squad position by fire and close combat.   
(g)  Shift fire to cover gaps caused by casualties.   
(h)  Shift to supplementary positions on order.   
(i)  Inform platoon commander of situations at all times.  Include: 
 
   1.  Penetrations 
   2.  Crew-served weapons out of action or near position 
 
(j)    When enemy is destroyed or repelled 
 
   1. Cease final protective fires on signal. 
   2. Pursue by fire until targets cease to exist. 
   3. Reorganize. 
   4. Redistribute ammunition. 
   5. Evacuate casualties. 
 
(k)   Submit situation report to include 
 
   1. Enemy situation 
   2. Casualties 
   3. Ammunition status 
   4. Prisoners, documents, and significant material 
 

  (1)   Evacuate prisoners of war. 
 
   1. Use the five S's. 

 
 
 



MCI 0383 3-23 Study Unit 3 

 
    Fig. 3-18.  Conduct of the defense.
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EXERCISE 1.3.1c.  Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
 listed at the end of this study unit. 

 
TACTICAL SCENARIO:  Your radioman has informed you that you are to meet with the 
platoon commander in five minutes.  You anticipate that he will deliver the defensive order 
to you so you make sure that you have your map and notebook with you.  When you arrive at 
the meeting point, you discover that the other squad leaders from your platoon are there with 
a few support team leaders as well.  Your platoon commander lays out the order.  The 
situation basically tells you that higher levels have decided to concentrate forces for a major 
offensive to be launched from your immediate area.  In the meantime, defensive positions 
must be established to gain time for the additional combat power to arrive.  The enemy is 
thought to be doing the very same thing and may launch their assault at any time. 
 
After receiving the details of the order and your squad's mission, you return to your squad's 
position and begin to sort things out. 
 

1. What basic procedures will guide you toward taking the appropriate actions to complete 
your mission? 

 

a.   SMEAC  
b.   KOCOA  
c.   SALUTE 
d.   BAMCIS 

 

2.   When conducting a reconnaissance on the ground for the defensive mission, MOST of 
your decisions rely on the information you gather from analyzing the 

 

a.   mission. 
b.  terrain. 
c.   enemy. 
d.   troops and fire support. 

 

3.  While completing your plan, you will assign a defensive mission to 
 

a.  each squad member. 
b.  each fire team.   
c.  the support team. 
d.  the flanking squads. 

 

4.   Security for your squad includes establishing a security post alert procedures for armored, 
air, NBC attack, and 

 

a.  employing limiting stakes. 
b.  constructing positions.   
c.  night security measures 
d.  positioning automatic weapons. 
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 5.  When giving your defensive order, you will issue it to 
 

a.  your fire team leaders. 
b.  your whole squad.   
c.  one fire team at a time 
d.  everyone in the defensive sector. 

 
 6. During the conduct of the defense, the important actions to maintain and accomplish are to 

keep your platoon commander informed of the situation; maintain fire control; defend 
your squad's position; and when the enemy is destroyed or repelled, 

 
a.   continue to advance.   
b.   reorganize and submit sitreps.   
c.   retreat to covered positions. 
d.   prepare for offensive action. 

 
Work Unit 3-2.  SQUAD ACTION IN AN NBC ENVIRONMENT 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  From a tactical scenario, identify squad action when 
confronted with an NBC attack.  (1.3.2) 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 
1.3.2a. Given a list of steps (not in sequence) to accomplish when initiating unmasking 

procedures with a chemical detector kit, list these steps in correct sequence to 
successfully accomplish the action. 

 

Given a list of steps (not in sequence) to accomplish when initiating unmasking 
procedures without a chemical detector kit, list the steps in correct sequence to 
successfully accomplish the action. 

 

1.3.2b.  Identify the preparation of NBC-1 reports and to whom they are submitted.  
 

1.3.2a.   THE NBC ATTACK.  The squad in the defense must be prepared for any attack in any 
environment, day or night.  The environment which may be the most dangerous to operate in is 
the one which has the added contamination of nuclear, biological, or chemical agents.  You 
should already be familiar with some of the effects of an NBC attack.  In these environments you 
are issued a field protective mask to help protect you.   
 

There are tasks that you as a squad leader are required to know and initiate when 
operating in an NBC environment.  One of these tasks basically spells out the procedures to use 
to unmask when the threat of contamination APPEARS to have diminished.  These procedures 
are in a step by step listing of actions to take so you and your squad can safely unmask.  There 
are two set conditions for these steps.  One list details the procedures to take when you have a 
chemical detector kit, and the other lists the steps to take when you do not have a chemical 
detector kit. 
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(1) CONDITIONS FOR UNMASKING.  After a chemical attack, Marines do not  
   unmask until authorized by their immediate commander.  In the absence of   
   command guidance, the procedures described below are followed by the ranking  
   person present: 

 
 (a)  Initiate unmasking when a chemical detector kit is available. 

 
 1. Use the kit to detect the presence of chemical agents. 

 
 2. If none are present, have two or three Marines, in the shade, unmask for  
  five minutes and remask for ten minutes.  (Disarm Marines prior to   
  unmasking). 

 
   3. Check those Marines for chemical agents. 
 
   4. If no agents are detected, all Marines may unmask. 
 
   5. Caution all Marines to be alert for symptoms. 
 

NOTE:    Bright light will cause contraction of the pupils in the eyes.  This could be 
erroneously interpreted as a nerve agent symptom.  Use shaded areas to 
unmask. 

 
(b)  Initiate unmasking when a chemical detector kit is not available. 

 
   1. Have two or three Marines take a deep breath, hold it, and break the seal of 

 their mask for 15 seconds with eyes wide open. 
 
   2.   Have those Marines reseal, clear, and check their masks and wait in the  

  shade for ten minutes. 
 

 3. Check those Marines for chemical agent symptoms. 
 

 4. If no symptoms appear, have those same Marines again break the seal of 
 their mask; have them take two or three breaths and then reseal; clear and 
 check their masks.  Have them wait in the shade for ten minutes. 

 

   5. Check those Marines for chemical agent symptoms. 
 

   6. If no symptoms appear, have them unmask in the shade for 5 minutes and  
    remask for 10 minutes. 
 

   7. Check those Marines for chemical agent symptoms. 
 

   8. If those Marines show no symptoms, have all Marines unmask and caution  
    them to be alert for chemical agent symptoms. 
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EXERCISE 1.3.2a.   Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
    listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You have established basic defensive positions for your squad.  
You have been in a defensive posture for approximately 24 hours.  The platoon 
commander estimates that it will be 48 hours before the build-up for the offensive is 
accomplished.  He tells you and the other squad leaders to improve their positions and 
plan for installing protective minefields.  The enemy threat is very near and an attacker is 
likely at any time.  You call your fire team leaders together and discuss laying the 
protective minefield.  During your meeting, you start receiving an artillery barrage and 
everyone takes cover in their defensive positions.  Someone gives the signal for an NBC 
attack, and you and your squad immediately don protective masks and ponchos.  You 
expect the enemy to employ their ground troops with the attack, but as you scan your 
defensive sector, you do not see any sign of the enemy on the ground.  The artillery 
barrage ceases after approximately 15 minutes.  You assess damage and casualties.  Since 
the greater portion of the barrage hit behind your positions, you receive only minor 
wounds to three of your squad members.  Damage to your positions, however, will cause 
you to do some work.  You estimate that your defensive position received a mix of high 
explosive and chemical producing artillery rounds.  Damage to other positions has ranged 
from minimal to extensive.  Your platoon commander has been seriously wounded and 
radio communications are in disarray as are the field phone wires which evidently were 
cut by the barrage.  You wait in your positions, protective gear on, and continue to scan 
your defensive sector for enemy activity.  You send out a messenger to find the company 
command post for further instructions.  After about three hours, you decide to check and 
see if it is safe to unmask, because you must improve your positions before the next 
attack. 

 
1.   From the unsequenced list of steps to accomplish when unmasking below, select the 
 correct sequence of steps when you HAVE a chemical detector kit. 
 

(1) Check Marines for chemical agent symptoms.   
(2) In the shade, unmask for 5 minutes and remask for 10 minutes.   
(3) Use the detector kit for chemical agent detection.   
(4) Caution all Marines to be alert for symptoms.   
(5) All Marines may unmask if no agents are detected. 

 
   a.  3, 1, 2, 5, 4  
   b.  3, 2, 1, 5, 4  
   c.  3, 2, 5, 1, 4 
   d.  3, 5, 2, 4, 1 
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2. From the unsequenced list of steps to accomplish when unmasking below, select the 

correct sequence of steps when you DO NOT HAVE a chemical detector kit. 
 

(1) Check those Marines for chemical agent symptoms.   
(2) Reseal, clear masks, and wait in the shade for 10 minutes.   
(3) If no symptoms appear, have all Marines unmask.   
(4) Take a deep breath, hold it, break the seal for 15 seconds, with eyes open.   
(5) If no symptoms appear, unmask in the shade for 5 minutes and remask for 10.   
(6) If no symptoms appear, break the seal, and take two or three breaths.   

  (7) Caution all Marines to be alert for chemical agent symptoms. 
 

a.  4, 2, 1, 5, 2, 1, 6, 7  
b.  5, 1, 2, 6, 1, 2, 4, 3  
c.  5, 2, 1, 6, 2, 1, 4, 7 
d.  4, 2, 1, 6, 1, 5, 1, 3 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
1.3.2b.  NBC REPORTS.  U.S. Forces use the standardized formats prescribed in NATO 
STANAG 2103.  These reporting formats provide a rapid means of disseminating information 
but do not have inherent security.  You must remember, however, that speed is more essential 
than security in reporting NBC attacks. 
 

When you receive an NBC attack, the important items to report are: 
 
(1)  The time the attack started 
(2)  The time the attack ended 
(3)  The type of attack (type of burst [air or surface] if nuclear attack), type of 
 agent (if known, for chemical or biological attack) 
(4)  Your location 
(5)  The location of the attack, if elsewhere 
(6)  The means of delivery 

 
Your reports will be delivered via your chain of command.  Write down this information 

before you deliver the report via the radio.  Radio is the quickest way to send an NBC-1 report 
(fig. 3-19).  When sending your message, it is appropriate to use a FLASH precedence prior to 
the information.  Your message will reach the NBC officer of your battalion S3 for further action 
if necessary. 
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    Fig. 3-19.  Sending an NBC-1 report. 
 
You should concern yourself, as a squad leader, with items or letters B, D, E, F, G, and H when 
reporting the attack.  These reports follow the same format as the SHELLREPS, MORTREPS, 
and BOMBREPS included in STANAG 2008 which deals with conventional attacks. 
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These letter items are translated by the example of an attack below (fig. 3-20). 

 
Fig. 3-20.  Example of NBC-1 report information. 

 
EXERCISE 1.3.2b.   Answer the following questions and check your responses against those  
 listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  The enemy has launched an artillery barrage in your unit's 
defensive sector.  You are receiving shells that contain chemical agent contaminants 
along with the high explosive type.  You and your squad have donned your gas masks 
and ponchos to provide additional protection from this NBC attack.  The attack has lasted 
approximately 15 minutes and has now ceased.  You know you must submit a report to 
your command giving them certain details of the attack.  You begin to quickly write 
down the information you are required to submit. 
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1.  When submitting an NBC-1 report the items you should report are identified by the 
 letters 
 

a.  B, D, E, F, G, and H. 
b.  A, B, C, G, and I.   
c.  A, B, D, E, G, and H. 
d.  B, C, D, E, F, and G. 

 
2.   NBC-1 reports are given with more emphasis on 
 

a.  security than speed. 
b.  speed than security. 
c.  security than accuracy. 
d.  accuracy than speed. 

 
3.   NBC-1 reports are preceded by what word? 
 

a.  GAS! 
b.  IMPORTANT! 
c.  ATTENTION! 
d.  FLASH! 

 
4.   NBC-1 reports are submitted via the 
 

a.  highest level available. 
b.  chain of command.   
c.  messenger for security. 
d.  company gunnery sergeant. 

 
Work Unit 3-3.  THE HASTY PROTECTIVE MINEFIELD 
 

Terminal Learning Objective:  From a tactical scenario, identify squad action in installing 
a hasty protective minefield for their defensive position.  (1.3.3) 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 
1.3.3a. Identify the methods used to install a hasty protective minefield in your 

squad/platoon defensive sector. 
 
1.3.3b. Identify the methods used to record the installation of a hasty protective minefield 

in your squad/platoon defensive sector. 
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1.3.3a.  Initiating installation of the hasty protective minefield.  In the defense, your squad and 
platoon should lay hasty protective minefields to supplement weapons, prevent surprise, and give 
early warning of enemy advance.  Normally, this type of minefield is installed at the platoon 
level defensive sector.  The platoon leader must receive permission from the company 
commander in order to install the minefield.  (The company commander must get permission 
from the battalion commander for this action).  All Marine infantrymen must know how to lay, 
arm, disarm, and remove antipersonnel (APERS) and antitank (AT) mines used for their local 
security.  Hasty protective minefields may be placed to the front, flanks, or rear of your position 
to cover likely avenues of approach by enemy armor or dismounted troops.  These mines must be 
sited to be within range of small arms fire and observation from your defensive positions.  The 
employment of APERS mines may be in a draw or ravine; AT mines, across a road or trail; or 
AT and APERS mines, across an open area.  These mines must be metallic to afford easy 
detection upon removal of the minefield.  They should be either buried or concealed on top of the 
ground. 
 

Boobytraps should not be used in the hasty protective minefield as they delay and 
endanger friendly troops when removing the minefield.  Standard or improvised trip flares may 
be employed, to give warning of enemy approach during periods of reduced visibility.  You must 
ensure that your minefield is covered by observation and fire at all times.  Continuous 
observation can keep the enemy from boobytrapping or possibly removing the mines. 
 

The following example describes how to lay a hasty protective minefield.  Although this 
is an example of a platoon, a squad follows the same procedure: 
 

(1) Your platoon has moved into a battle position and is preparing to defend.  Hasty 
protective minefields are needed to improve the defense.  The platoon's basic load 
contains M21 AT mines and M16A1 and M18AI (Claymore) AP mines with 
tripwires. 

 
(2) After requesting and receiving permission to lay the minefield, the platoon leader and 

squad leaders reconnoiter to determine exactly where the mines will be laid  
 (fig. 3-21). 

 
   Fig. 3-21.  Reconnoiter for hasty protective minefield. 
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(1) The leaders reconnoiter and find a need to block enemy vehicles at two points-the 
 bridge and the ford, using AT mines (fig. 3-22(A)). 

 

 
Fig. 3-22.  Locating points for mine emplacement. 

 
  (4) The leaders decide that AP mines are needed to protect the AT mines and to cover 

the likely avenues of approach for enemy infantry.  AP mines are also needed for 
the open area in front of the platoon (fig. 3-22(B)). 

 
  (5)   The M16A1 AP mines will be buried and the tripwires camouflaged with grass 

and leaves.  The M18A1 Claymore mines firing wires will be camouflaged using 
grass or leaves and buried when possible. 

 
 (6)  When the leaders have decided exactly where they will lay mines and are ready to 

 begin, the platoon commander will report this information to the company 
 commander. 

 
  (7)  The squad leaders have their Marines emplace the mines, except that they should 

not arm or attach tripwires at this time. 
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EXERCISE 1.3.3a.  Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
 listed at the end of this study unit. 
 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You have survived an NBC attack from the enemy artillery 
barrage.  You have determined that the chemical attack was a G-series nerve agent from 
which you were protected by your field protective masks.  You have determined that it 
was safe to unmask, and you initiated unmasking procedures safely and successfully.  The 
enemy did not attack using manpower forces, but your defensive sector needs 
improvement because of the damage caused by the artillery barrage.  You decide that the 
enemy will launch an attack sometime soon and you want to improve your defensive 
position.  You decide to scan your defensive sector to search for possible positions to 
emplace mines.  You seek out and find the platoon sergeant, who is now in command of 
the platoon due to the serious wounding of the platoon commander. 
 

1.  The first action you do once you decide to employ mines is to 
 

 a.   ask permission to do so from the company commander. 
 b.   clear the areas used for the mines. 
 c.   check each mine to ensure it will function properly. 
 d.   send out a patrol to recon the minefield area. 
 

2. The two types of mines that you will normally employ in the platoon/squad defensive  
 sector are 
 

 a.  AP and AA mines. 
 b.  AT and AA mines.   
 c.  AP and AT mines. 
 d.  M16A1 and M18A1 mines. 
 

3. When employing mines, they must be sited to ensure continuous observation and be 
 within 

 

   a.  100 meters of your position. 
   b.  small arms range.   
   c.  friendly artillery range. 
   d.  300 meters of your position. 

 

4.   To properly conceal the position of the mines, they should be 
 

   a.  buried. 
b.  camouflaged.   
c.  buried and/or camouflaged. 
d.  unmarked. 

 

5.  To find the areas you want to emplace mines, you must 
 

a.  reconnoiter the area looking for likely avenues of advance. 
b.  decide on who will emplace the mines. 
c.  do a resection of the area using map and compass. 
d.  inspect the terrain for obstructions. 
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1.3.3b.  RECORDING THE HASTY PROTECTIVE MINEFIELD.  While the troops are placing 
the mines, you will find an easily identifiable reference point in front of your squad or platoon's 
position.  This reference point is a point at which you will begin to record the hasty protective 
minefield.  You will use the hasty protective minefield form (DA Form 1355-1-R) to do this.  
This form is constructed of laminated plastic and folds into a pocket-sized card (fig. 3-24 front 
and back).  The recommended scale for plotting minefields is one centimeter equals 25 meters.  
The maximum length of a field to be recorded using this scale is 100 meters.  You always record 
minefields in the event that your minefield is transferred to another unit.  The minefield record is 
annotated and maintained by the new unit commander.  Recording the minefield is done as 
follows: 
 

(1)   Hasty protective minefield record.  When scanning your defensive sector, you 
picked out a concrete post as your reference point because it was right in front of 
your position and is easily recognizable.  Figure 3-23 is provided to help explain 
visualizing the minefield: 

 

 (a)  Visualizing the minefield.  At the reference point, you will try to visualize 
the minefield, running in rows, parallel to the defensive position.  This will 
make the recording simpler and will later make retrieval quicker and safer. 
The row of mines closest to the enemy is designated A and the succeeding rows 
will be B, C, etc.  For this hasty protective minefield, you decide that two 
rows (A and B) will be enough.  The ends of the row are shown by two markers.  
They are labeled with the letter of the row and the number 1 for the right end of 
the row and 2 for the left end of the row.  The rows are numbered from right to 
left facing the enemy.  The marker can be a wooden stake or steel picket.   

 

Fig. 3-23.  Visualizing the minefield. 
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Fig. 3-24.  Hasty protective minefield record DA Form 1355-1 front. 
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Fig. 3-24.  Hasty protective minefield record DA Form 1355-back, cont'd.
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(b)   Measuring and pacing from the reference point (RP).  From the concrete post 
(RP), you will measure a magnetic azimuth in degrees using the compass and 
pace the distance to a point randomly selected between 15 and 25 paces to the 
right of the first mine on the friendly side of the minefield (fig. 3-25).  This point 
is B-1 and marks the beginning of the second row of mines.  Place a marker at B-
1 and record the azimuth and distance from the concrete post to B-1 on the hasty 
protective minefield record DA Form 1355-1-R as in the figure below.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 3-25.  Measuring azimuth and paces from RP. 
 

Next, from B-1 you will measure the azimuth and distance to a point 15 to 25 paces from 
the first mine in row A.  Place a marker at this point and record it as A-1 (fig. 3-26).  Then, 
measure the distance and azimuth from A-1 to the first mine in row A and record it.  Measure the 
distance and azimuth from the first mine to the second, and so on, until all mine locations have 
been recorded as shown in figure 3-27. 
 

Give each mine a number to identify it in the tabular block located on the minefield 
record form. 
 

When the last mine location in row A is recorded, measure an azimuth and distance from 
the last mine to another random point between 15 and 25 paces beyond the last mine.  Place a 
marker there and call it A-2 and follow the same procedure for row B. 

 
Once you finish recording and marking the rows, measure the distance and azimuth from 

the reference point to B-2, and from B-2 to A-2, and record them. 
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Fig. 3-26.  Recording location of mines. 

 
Fig. 3-27.  Finishing recording the minefield. 
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You would now tie in the reference point with a permanent landmark that you find on the 

map.  Measure the distance and azimuth from this landmark to the reference point.  The 
landmark might be used to help others locate minefield if it is abandoned.  Finally, complete the 
tabular and identification blocks.  The completed form looks like figure 3-28. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 3-28.  Complete minefield record. 
 

  (c)   Completing the minefield.  While you are completing the record by tying in the 
landmark, the troops arm the mines.  They will arm the mines nearest to the 
enemy first (row A).  This will let the troops work their way back to the platoon 
position safely. 

 
Once the field is laid and recorded, report the completion of the minefield to the 
company commander.  As long as your unit and the minefield stay in place, DA 
Form 1355-1-R stays with you.  If the minefield is transferred to another unit, the 
gaining unit leader signs and dates the "mine transferred" block and accepts that 
from the previous unit commander.  When the minefield is removed, the form is 
destroyed.  If the minefield is left unattended or abandoned unexpectedly, this 
form is forwarded to the company commander who would normally forward it to 
the battalion to be transferred to more permanent records.  In summary, here are 
the steps for installing a hasty protective minefield: 
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1. Report your intention to lay a hasty protective minefield and get authorization to lay 
 it. 

 
 2.  Reconnoiter to find the best places for mines based on likely enemy avenues of  
  approach and the platoon's/squad's ability to keep the mines under observation. 
 
 3. Report initiation of the minefield. 
 
 4. Have the mines placed on the avenues of approach.  Do not arm the mines yet.  Use 

only metallic mines.  Do not use boobytrap devices. 
 
 5. Record the minefield on DA Form 1355-1-R. 
 
 6. Arm the mines, working from the enemy side to the friendly side. 
 
 7. Report completion of the minefield. 
 
 8. Always integrate these mines with other defense plans. 
 

(d)  Retrieving the minefield.  When retrieving the mines, the troops start at the 
reference point and move to B-1, using the azimuth and distances as recorded.  
They then move from B-1 to the first mine in row B.  However, if B-1 is 
destroyed, they move from the reference point to B-2, using that azimuth and 
distance.  They will have to shoot the back azimuth from B-2 to the last mine, i.e., 
add or subtract 180 degrees from the recorded azimuth.  The stakes at A-1, B-1, 
A-2, and B-2 are necessary because it is safer to look for a stake when traversing 
long distances than to look for a live mine. 

 

After retrieving the mines in row B, the troops move to A-1 (or A-2) using the 
azimuth and distance recorded on the form.  They then retrieve the mines as in 
row B. 

 

EXERCISE 1.3.3b.  Answer the following questions and check your responses against those 
 listed at the end of this study unit. 

 

TACTICAL SCENARIO:  You are authorized by your company commander to emplace your 
hasty protective minefield.  Your troops begin emplacing the mines at strategic points in your 
defensive sector under your guidance.  They will not arm the mines until after you have plotted 
them on the minefield record.  You break out DA form 1355-1-R and begin to record the 
minefield. 
 

1. The first point you plot on the minefield record is the 
 

a.  row marker. 
b.  landmark.   
c.  grid coordinate.  
d.  reference point. 
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2. In order to plot the location of mines on the record, you will need to measure the 
 

a.  distances in meters between each mine. 
b.  magnetic azimuth in degrees and pace the distances between mines. 
c.  declination of magnetic north and grid north. 
d.  distance between the rows at three points. 

 
3. If you had three rows of mines, the row of mines nearest your position would be row 
 

a.   C. 
b.   A.   
c.   B. 
d.   1. 

 
 4. Once you have plotted the mines and row markers on the record, you will tie in the 

 reference point with 
 

a.   a permanent landmark. 
b. the nearest road or trail.   
c.   the enemy location. 
d.   a temporary landmark. 

  
 5. When arming the mines after recording the minefield, Marines work starting 

 
a.   from the enemy side back to the friendly side. 
b.   anywhere on the minefield. 
c.   from the right side first, then the left side. 
d.   from the rear of the minefield towards the enemy. 

 



MCI 0383 3-43 Study Unit 3 

SUMMARY REVIEW 
 

Within this study unit, you have identified the methods used to conduct squad action in 
the defense.  You learned to establish squad defensive positions, conduct tasks in an NBC 
environment, and the procedures for emplacing and recording a hasty protective minefield. 
 
Answers to Study Unit #3 Exercises 
 
Work Unit 3-1. 
 
Exercise 1.3.1a.  Exercise 1.3.1b.   Exercise 1.3.1c. 
 
1.  c. 6.   h.   1.  c.     1.  d. 
2.  e. 7.   g.   2.  b.     2.  b. 
3.  a. 8.    i.   3.  b.     3.  b. 
4.  d. 9.    j.   4.  a.     4.  c. 
5.  b. 10.  f.   5.  c.     5.  a. 

6.  b. 
 
Work Unit 3-2. 
 
Exercise 1.3.2a.  Exercise 1.3.2b. 
 
1.   b.    1.  a. 
2. d.    2.  b. 
     3.  d. 
     4.  b. 
 
Work Unit 3-3. 
 
Exercise 1.3.3a.  Exercise 1.3.3b. 
 
1.   a.    1.   d. 
2.   c.    2.   b. 
3.   b.    3.   a. 
4.   c.    4.   a. 
5.   a.    5.   a. 
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INFANTRY SQUAD LEADER:  SQUAD TACTICS 
 

Review Lesson 
 
The purpose of the review lesson examination is to prepare you for the final examination.  We 
recommend that you try to complete your review lesson examination without referring to the 
text, but for those items (questions) you are unsure of, restudy the text.  When you finish your 
review lesson and are satisfied with your responses, check your responses against the answers 
provided at the end of this review lesson examination. 
 

Multiple Choice.  Select the ONE answer that BEST completes the statement or that 
answers the item.  For multiple choice items, circle your response.  For matching items, 
place the letter of your response in the space provided. 

 
Value: 1 point each 

 
 1.  The combat formation you would choose for movement through a short open area is 

the squad 
 

a.  line.  
b.  column.  
c.  echelon left. 
d.  echelon right. 

 
 2.  Identify the signal you would use to form a squad column. 
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  3.  What type of signal could you use to show your squad where to concentrate their fire? 
 

a.  Whistle  
b.  Air panel  
c.  Point 
d.  Tracer round(s) 

 

  4.   Deployed-as the point of advance guard, the squad formation you would use is the 
 

a.  line. 
b.  column. 
c.  vee/fire team in column. 
d.  wedge/fire team wedge or open column. 

 
5. The troop formation you would normally use for your squad when the enemy 

situation has changed from "contact not likely" to "contact possible" is the 
 

a.  route column. 
b.  tactical column. 
c.  approach march. 
d.  advance to contact. 

 
  6.   When operating in a tactical environment, what is referred to as the knowledge to 

"think" in order to maintain effectiveness and avoid detection? 
 

a.  Dispersion  
b.  Camouflage  
c.  Discipline 
d.  Concealment 

 
  7.   Protection of your squad when deployed in a combat formation depends on how 

adequately your squad 
 

a.  is supplied. 
b.  is dispersed. 
c.  can detect the enemy. 
d.  finds hasty defensive positions. 

 
 

  8.  The key word METT-TSL, used for estimating the situation, means mission, enemy, 
 

a.  troops, and target assignment. 
b.  terrain and weather, troops and fire support available, time, space, and logistics. 
c.  troops, and tactics. 
d.  terrain and target assignments. 

 



MCI 0383 R-3 Review Lesson 

 9.  In order to analyze the terrain, you use the key word KOCOA which means (not in 
 order) avenues of approach, obstacles, 

 

a.  key terrain, camouflage, and order of movement. 
b.  key terrain, order of movement, and communications. 
c.  observation and fields of fire, key terrain, and cover and concealment. 
d.  observation and fields of fire, coordinated movement, and key personnel. 

 

 10.  The four elements of a warning order are situation, mission, 
 

a.  administration. 
b.  communications. 
c.  general and specific instructions. 
d.  general instructions, and communications. 

 

11.  The key word BAMCIS or troop leading steps means to begin planning, arrange for a  
  reconnaissance, 

 

     a.  mission, execution, assignments for targets, and the command and signal.  
     b.   mission, enemy location, administration and logistics, and the command and  
       signal. 
     c.   make a reconnaissance, complete the plan, issue the order, and supervise 
       activities. 
     d.   movement to objective, execution, administration and logistics, and the 

 command and signal. 
 

  12.  Using the key word SMEAC to issue your operation order tells your squad the 
situation, 

 

a.   mission, execution, assignments for targets, and the command and signal. 
b.   mission, enemy location, administration and logistics, and the command and  
      signal. 
c.   mission, execution, administration and logistics, and the command and signal. 
d.   movement to objective, execution, administration and logistics, and the   
   command and signal. 

 

  13.  Normally, a reconnaissance patrol has no more than two elements.  They are the 
    reconnaissance and __________ elements. 
 

a.   assault  
b.   security  
c.   support 
d.   headquarters 

 

  14.  The third element of a large reconnaissance patrol is called the _________ element. 
 

a.  assault  
b.  headquarters  
c.  support 
d.  security 
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  15.  A combat patrol is generally organized into which four elements? 
 

a.  Security, support, assault, and headquarters element 
b.  A headquarters, security, reconnaissance, and assault element 
c.  Two assault elements, a security element, and a support element 
d.  Two assault elements, a security element, and a headquarters element 

 

  16.  What two elements of a combat patrol must be organized into teams when the 
element leader cannot directly control them? 

 

a.  Assault and support  
b.  Assault and security   
c.  Security and support 
d.  Headquarters and security 

 

Answer items 17 through 19 using the map below concerning patrol route selection. 
 

 
 

17.   Patrol route AB has at least three danger areas.  They are the stream crossing, 
 checkpoint 

 

a.  1, and checkpoint 2. 
b.  6, and checkpoint 5. 
c.  3, and checkpoint 4. 
d.  2, and the road junction. 
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 18. Using the principles of route selection, patrol route AA would probably be the best 
route to take for a(n) 

 
a.  night patrol. 
b.  daylight patrol 
c.  ambush patrol 
d.  reserve mission. 

 
 19. Which patrol route would BEST serve for a night mission? 
 

a.  AA  
b.  AB 
c.  AC 

 
 20. The control measures you use while on patrol include the use of signals, individual 

contact and 
 

a.  personnel accounting. 
b.  personnel administration. 
c.  team reconnaissance.  
d.  frequent inspections. 

 
 21.  The first action you employ when you exit a frontline position prior to your patrol is 

 to send out a 
 

a.  point team to check for obstacles. 
b.  navigator to get oriented on the terrain. 
c.  security team to clear the area out to 200 meters. 
d.  reconnaissance team to gather information on the enemy. 

 
 22.   When you reenter a frontline position from a patrol, you will 
 

a.   continue on without halting. 
b.  leave one man behind. 
c.   reinforce the position with your security team. 
d.   shake each man's hand as he passes through the line. 

 
 23.  The procedure to follow when crossing a danger area such as a stream or trail is to 

reconnoiter the 
 

a.   flanks of the stream or road for about 100 meters each way. 
b.   near side first, send the patrol across, and then reconnoiter the far side. 
c.   far side, and then cross at one time. 
d.  near side first, and then the far side using a security team which covers the 
 patrol as it crosses. 
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 24.   Who covers the movement of patrol members at danger areas? 
 

a.   A security team 
b.   A reconnaissance team 
c.   The main body 
d.   The patrol headquarters 

 
25. The security steps for a patrol in both day and night are basically the same except in  
 the areas of 
 

a.   dispersion and open area movement. 
b.   cover, concealment, and discipline. 
c.   security halts and personnel accountability. 
d.   speed of movement and areas of responsibilities. 

 
26. A technique to employ in providing security to the front when patrolling to an  
 objective is to use a security team consisting of 
 

a.  the point and a radioman. 
b.  the point and the assistant patrol leader. 
c.  the point and a navigator. 
d.  a radioman and a navigator. 

 
27.   When an immediate halt drill signal is given on a patrol, every man must 
 

a.  chamber a round. 
b.  assume a firing position. 
c.  freeze in place. 
d.  sit down and listen. 

 

28.  The immediate action for a patrol during an air attack requires the patrol to quickly  
 move to 
 

a.  a line formation.  
b.  a covered position.  

 c.  a wedge formation. 
 d.  the nearest treeline. 

 
 29.  In a near ambush, men caught in the killing zone should 
 

a.  lay down a base of fire.  
b.  immediately assault the position. 
c.  seek the nearest cover.  
d.  run and fire in the opposite direction. 
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30. Sending a message of great importance using messengers requires that you send 
two messengers who will 

 
a.  travel together.  
b.  take different routes. 
c.  leave at varying intervals. 
d.  travel in opposite directions to mislead the enemy. 

 
 31. The key word format you employ to report an enemy sighting is 
 

a.  METT-TSL.  
b.  SMEAC.  
c.  KOCOA. 
d.  SALUTE. 

 
 32.  Once you have returned from a patrol and the results of your patrol are known, you 

would critique your patrol members to let them know 
 

a.  that they did a good job.  
b.  what their information/mission accomplished. 
c.  how the enemy will react. 
d.  to prepare for another patrol. 

 
 33. A detailed order for infiltration must include, as a minimum, the routes from  
   rendezvous to attack position; the time of rendezvous; the primary and alternate  
   rendezvous points; the infiltration lane; the time of infiltration; the release point; the 

 
a.  point of departure; and danger areas. 
b.  time of release; and the point of departure. 
c.  objective rally point; and the attack position. 
d.  date of release; and the objective rally point. 

 

 34.  When preparing your squad for infiltration, you will basically be guided by 
 

a.  the company commander. 
b.  the size of the enemy unit. 
c.  BAMCIS procedures. 
d.  the supporting forces. 

 
 35.   At the release point, you will cross the line of departure and your infiltration group  
   will move along the infiltration lane using 

 
a.  support teams as guides. 
b.  the radio for communications. 
c.  search and destroy techniques. 
d.  stealth and avoiding enemy detection. 
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 36.  What does the first infiltration group do if they are the first to arrive at the 
rendezvous point? 

 
a.  Set up a bivouac site. 
b.  Wait for another group and enter the rendezvous point together. 
c.  Secure it. 
d.  Continue with the attack. 

 
 37.   What phase of the operation begins when you cross the line of departure? 
 

a.  Assault 
b.  Preparatory  
c.  Attack 
d.  Consolidation 

 
  38.   Once your squad reaches a point enroute to the final coordination line where they  

  can no longer advance without sustaining excessive casualties, you will 
 

a.  execute fire and movement.  
b.  execute fire and maneuver.  
c.  call for fire support. 
d.  withdraw to a concealed position to regroup. 

 
 39.   Once the maneuver element meets enemy opposition and can no longer advance 

under the cover of the base of fire, you would 
 

a.  employ fire and movement.  
b.  employ fire and maneuver.  
c.  call for fire support. 
d.  withdraw to concealed positions. 

 
 40.   The squad reaches the FCL by using the methods of fire team rushes, the squad as a 

 unit by alternating rushes, and by 
 

a.  platoon rushes. 
b.  company rushes.  
c.  individual rushes. 
d.  bounding withdrawal. 

 
 41.   Once your squad reaches the FCL, you must quickly 
 

a.  assault the enemy.  
b.  set up hasty defensive positions.  
c.  prepare for counterattack. 
d.  make final preparations for the assault. 
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42.   When employing a single envelopment, what other task would you accomplish at 
the FCL? 

 

a.   Re-evaluate the assault.  
b.   Shift or cease supporting fires.  
c.   Call in artillery. 
d.   Send a messenger to your platoon commander. 

 

 43.   At the FCL, you would instruct your squad to fix bayonets, ensure that 
handgrenades are within easy reach, and 

 

a.   quickly reload all magazines. 
b.   identify which enemy soldier each man will take out. 
c.   have them refresh themselves with a canteen of water. 
d.   insert a full magazine/box of ammunition in their weapon. 

 

 44.   The number one priority in the consolidation phase of an offensive action is to 
 

a.   evacuate casualties. 
b.   prepare a hasty defense. 
c.   ensure that the enemy is destroyed. 
d.   contact the platoon commander to deliver a sitrep. 

 

 45.   For preparing hasty defensive positions, you assign fire team sectors of fire, cover 
 all areas of likely enemy approach, report the situation to your platoon commander, 
 and 

 

a.   cease all supporting fires. 
b.   destroy all enemy material on the position. 
c.   detail squad members to construct standard fighting positions. 
d.   ensure fire team leaders check to see that their sectors of fire interlock. 

 

 46.   When reorganizing your squad after the danger of immediate counterattack has 
passed, your tasks include removing casualties to covered positions, notifying the 
platoon commander of the situation, redistributing ammunitions and supplies, and 

 

a.  arranging for a bivouac. 
b.   interrogating prisoners. 
c.   processing prisoners via the 5 S's. 
d.   sending out a reconnaissance patrol. 

 

 47.   The limit of advance, line of departure, assembly area, and release point are 
examples of 

 
a.   BAMCIS principles. 
b.   communications signals.   
c.   situation reports. 
d.   tactical control measures. 
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 48.   Planning the reconnaissance for a night attack requires that you locate prominent 
  terrain features, locate your assigned portion of the PLD and objective and 
  the _______________ point. 

 
a.  squad release  
b.  platoon rendezvous  
c.  platoon release 
d.  squad rendezvous 

 
 49.   What disciplines become vitally important for a night attack? 
 

a.  Light and noise  
b.  Light and supply  
c.  Self and noise 
d.  Hygiene and light 

 
 50.   When rehearsing for a night attack, particular attention is paid to actions on 

discovery at the PLD and at 
 

a.   the objective.   
b.   the assembly area.   
c.   rally points. 
d.   the attack position. 

 
 51.   In the night attack, YOU are the lead man in your squad to lead them to the LOD, to 

set the pace, and to 
 

a.   locate obstacles. 
b.   be the first to engage the enemy. 
c.   mainitain the direction of movement. 
d.   communicate with the platoon commander. 

 
 52.   How would you normally position your squad once you arrive at the probable line 

of deployment? 
 

a.  In a hasty defensive position 
b.  As close to the objective as possible 
c.  In a line formation and guide on the base squad 
d.  In a column formation and wait in covered positions 

 
 53.   Until the final assault, throughout the night attack, your squad will strictly adhere to 
 

a.  actions at the assembly area. 
b.  the column formation for movement.   
c.  light, noise, and flare discipline. 
d.  verbal commands from their commanders. 
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 54.   When preparing for the attack on a fortified position, you normally organize your 
squad by employing 

 

a.  a base of fire and assault elements. 
b.  an assault element and a reserve element. 
c.  a maneuver element and as assault element. 
d.  two assault elements and a support element. 

 

 55.   The support teams that you would normally expect to a attached to your squad to 
assist you in attacking a fortified position are a _____________ team. 

 

a.  SMAW and dragon  
b.  mortar squad and dragon  
c.  mortar squad and machinegun 
d.  SMAW/demo team and a machinegun 

 

Note:  Items 56-61 pertain to an assault of a fortified position. 
 

 56.   To which element of your assault would the machinegun team normally be 
assigned? 

 

a.  Base of fire  
b.  Assaulting force  
c.  Reserve force 
d.  Maneuver element 

 

 57.   To which element of your assault would your SMAW/demo team be assigned? 
 

a.  Base of fire  
b.  Assaulting force  
c.  Reserve force 
d.  Indirect fire support 

 

 58.   What action would you immediately take to initiate the attack upon contact with the 
enemy? 

 

a.  Do a low crawl on line as close as you can before setting the base of fire. 
b.  Return fire until your platoon company can be appraised of the situation. 
c.  Set a base of fire, assemble squad on line, and conduct a frontal assault. 
d.  Set a base of fire and deploy the maneuvering force to the flank of the 

emplacement in preparation to assault. 
 
 59.   What signal would your normally use to initiate the assault and to shift or cease the 

 base of fire? 
 

a.  Hand and arm  
b.  Tracer round  
c.  WP grenade 
d.  Verbal order 

 



MCI 0383 R-12 Review Lesson 

 60.   Once the SMAW rocket or satchel charge detonates on the emplacement, the action 
your squad will take is to 

 
a.  select sectors of fire. 
b.  conduct an aggressive assault.   
c.  wait for the debris to settle. 
d.  return to their original position. 

 
 61.   What does your squad do once you have seized your objective? 
 

a.  Digs in and waits 
b.  Reorganizes for retrograde 
c.  Consolidates back to the base of fire 
d.  Engages another emplacement through coordination 

 
 62.   You will select the PDF and the exact firing position for the 
 

a.  riflemen.   
b.  fire team leaders.   
c.  machinegun. 
d.  automatic rifleman. 

 
 63.   Which position is normally assigned to crew-served weapons rather than to squad  
  members? 
 

a.  Primary  
b.  Alternate  
c.  Assault 
d.  Supplementary 

 
 64.   After designating a primary position for your fire teams, you would also specify  
  their 

 
a.   sector of fire. 
b.   individual positions.   
c.   alternate positions. 
d. individual sectors of fire. 
 

 65.   Once you have finished your squad fire plan sketch you will copy it and deliver the  
  copy to 
 

a.   the company C.P. 
b.   your fire team leaders.   
c.   the company GySgt. 
d.   your platoon commander. 
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 66.   The procedures to guide you toward appropriate actions to complete the defensive  
 mission are 

 
a.   SMEAC. 
b.   KOCOA.   
c.   SALUTE 
d.   BAMCIS. 

 
  67.   MOST decisions to be made when conducting a ground reconnaissance for the  

  defensive mission rely on information gained on analyzing the 
 

a.  mission.   
b.  terrain.   
c.  enemy. 
d.  troops and fire support. 

 
 68.   When completing your plan, you will assign a defensive mission to 
 

a.  each fire team.   
b. each squad member.   
c.  each support team. 
d.  the squads on your flanks. 

 
 69.   To establish security for your squad in the defensive, you will post alert procedures 

for armored or air attack, night security measures, and 
 

a.  constructing positions.   
b.  employing limiting stakes.   
c.  receiving an NBC attack. 
d.  positioning automatic weapons. 

 
 70.   You will issue the defensive order to 
 

a.  your whole squad.   
b.  your fire team leaders.   
c.  one fire team at a time. 
d.  everyone in your platoon sector. 

 
 71.   Important actions to accomplish during conduct of the defense are to keep your 

 platoon commander informed of the situation; maintain fire control; defend your 
 squad's position; and when the enemy is destroyed or repelled, 

 
a.  continue to advance. 
b.  reorganize and submit sitreps.   
c.  retreat to covered positions. 
d.  prepare for offensive action. 
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  72.  Listed below is an unsequenced list of steps to accomplish when unmasking.  Select 
  the correct sequence of steps when you HAVE a chemical detector kit. 

 
(1)  Check Marines for chemical agents symptoms.  
(2)  Caution all Marines to be alert for symptoms.  
(3)  Use the detector key for chemical agent detection.  
(4)  All Marines may unmask if no symptoms are present.  
(5)  In the shade, unmask for 5 minutes, remask for 10 minutes. 

 
a.   3, 1, 2, 5, 4   
b.   3, 2, 1, 5, 4 
c.   2, 3, 5, 1, 4 
d.   3, 5, 1, 4, 2 

 
  73.   Listed below is an unsequenced list of steps to accomplish when unmasking; select  

  the correct sequence of steps when you DO NOT HAVE a chemical detector kit. 
 

(1)  If no symptoms appear, have all Marines unmask.  
(2)  Check those Marines for chemical agent symptoms.  
(3)  Reseal, clear masks, and wait in the shade for 10 minutes.  
(4)  Caution all Marines to be alert for chemical agent symptoms.  
(5)  If no symptoms appear, break the seal, take two or three breaths.  
(6)  If no symptoms appear, unmask in the shade for 5 minutes and remask.  
(7)  Take a deep breath, hold it, break the seal for 15 seconds, eyes open for 

10. 
 

a.  4, 2, 1, 5, 2, 1, 6, 7  
b.  5, 1, 2, 6, 1, 2, 4, 3  
c.  5, 2, 1, 6, 2, 1, 4, 7 
d.  7, 3, 2, 5, 2, 6, 2, 1 

 
 74.   The lettered items you should report when submitting an NBC-1 report are 
 

a.  A, B, C, G, and I.   
b.  B, D, E, F, G, and H.   
c.  A, B, D, E, G, and H. 
d.  B, C, D, E, F, and G. 

 
 75.   The emphasis placed on NBC-1 reports is 
 

a.  security rather than speed.   
b.  speed rather than security.   
c.  accuracy rather than speed. 
d.  security rather than accuracy. 
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 76.   NBC-1 reports are preceded by 
 

a.   GAS!  
b.   IMPORTANT!  
c.   FLASH! 
d.   ATTENTION! 

 

 77.   NBC-1 reports are submitted via 
 

a.   the chain of command. 
b.   the highest level available.   
c.   the company GySgt. 
d.   messenger for security. 

 

 78.   Once you decide to employ a hasty protective minefield, the first action you do is 
 

a.   clear the areas used for the mines. 
b.   check each mine for serviceability. 
c.   send out a patrol to recon the areas. 
d.   get permission from your company commanders. 

 

 79.   Normally, you would employ two types of mines in your defensive sector, they 
  are ___________ mines. 

 

a.   AP and AA  
b.   AT and AA  
c.   AP and AT 
d.   M16A1 and M18AI 

 

 80.   Your mines must be sited to ensure continuous observation and be within 
 

a.   small arms range.   
b.   100 meters of your position.   
c.   friendly artillery range. 
d.   30 meters of your position. 

 

 81.   Mines should be properly concealed by being 
 

a.   buried.    
b.   camouflaged.   
c.   unmarked. 
d.   buried and/or camouflaged. 

 

 82.   To find the areas you want to emplace mines you must 
 

a.   decide on who will emp1ace the mines. 
b.   inspect the terrain for obstructions. 

  c.   do a resection of the area using map and compass. 
  d.   reconnoiter the area looking for likely avenues of advance. 
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83.   On the hasty protective minefield record, the first point you plot is the 
 

a.  landmark.   
b.  row marker.  
c.  grid coordinate. 
d.  reference point. 

 
 84.   To plot the location of mines on the hasty protective minefield record, you need to 

 measure the 
 

a.  distances in meters between each mine. 
b.  distance between the rows at three points. 
c.  declination of magnetic north and grid north. 
d.  magnetic azimuth in degrees and pace the distances between mines and points. 

 
 85.   If you had three rows of mines, the row nearest your position would be row 
 

a.   C.   
b.   A.   
c.   B. 
d.   D. 

 
 86.   After you have plotted the mines and row markers on the record, you tie in the 

reference point with 
 

a.  a permanent landmark.   
b.  the nearest road or trail.   
c.  the enemy location. 
d.  a temporary landmark. 

 
 87.   After recording the minefield, Marines arm the mines starting 
 

a.  anywhere on the minefield. 
b.  from your position towards the enemy. 
c.  from the right side to the left side. 
d.  from the enemy side to the friendly side. 
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Matching:  For items 88 through 99 (groups 1, 2, and 3), match each patrol step in 
 column 1 with its characteristic in column 2. 

 
 

GROUP 1 
 Column 1      Column 2 
  

Patrol step      Characteristic 
 
88.  Plan use of time.     a.  KOCOA/METT 
89.  Study the mission.    b.  Reverse planning 
90.  Organize the patrol.    c.  General and special 
91.  Study terrain and situation.   d.  Identifying essential tasks 
 

GROUP 2 
 
 Column 1      Column 2 
 
 Patrol Step      Characteristic 
 
92.  Coordinate.     a.  Is done throughout (6 D's) 
93.  Issue warning order.    b.  Determines elements and teams. 
94.  Make a reconnaissance.    c.  Confirms, clarifies, and add to info. 
95.  Select men, weapons, and equipment.   d.  Considers the four elements format. 
 
 

GROUP 3 
 
 Column 1      Column 2 
 
 Patrol Step      Characteristic 
 
96.  Execute the mission.    a.  SMEAC delivery 
97.  Issue operation order.    b.  Conducting the patrol 
98.  Complete detailed plans.    c.  Prepares 5-paragraph order 
99.  Supervise, inspect, rehearse.   d.  Physical and mental readiness 
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For items 100 through 107 (groups 1 and 2), match each item in column 1 with the appropriate 
factor affecting organization for movement in column 2. 
 

GROUP 1 
 

Column 1       Column 2 
 

Item        Factor 
 
100.  Control        a.  Most important factor 
101.  Enemy situation      b.  Maintained at all times 
102.  Tactical integrity      c.  Arranged in logical sequence 
103.  Deployment at the objective     d.  Maintained among elements and teams 

 
GROUP 2 

 
Column 1       Column 2 

 
Item        Factor 

 
104.  Secrecy        a.  Dictated by METT-TSL 
105.  Security       b.  Avoid detection from the enemy 
106.  Speed of movement      c.  Maintained at all times/directions 
107.  Terrain, weather visibility     d.  Influence formation and dispersion 
 
For items 108-117 (groups 1 and 2), match the appropriate patrol member/element in column 1 
with the assignments/locations of patrol elements in column 2. 
 

GROUP 1 
 

Co1umn 1      Column 2 
 

Patrol member/element     Assignment/location 
 
108.  Pacers        a.  Rotated often to maintain security alert 
109.  Navigator     b.  Located with point team using map and  

     compass 
110.  Patrol leader       c.  Located as lead unit to provide frontal  
            security 
111.  Flank and rear security      d.  Located near the front for the best control 
112.  Point team       e.  Located in main body and separated 
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GROUP 2 
 
Column 1      Column 2 

 
Patrol member/element   Assignment/location 

 
113.  Corpsman       a.  With patrol leader. 
114.  Radioman # 1       b.  In front of rear security 
115.  Radioman #2       c.  Near center for protection 
116.  Demolition team      d.  In center towards the rear 
117.  Assistant patrol leader.      e.  With assistant patrol leader 
 
For items 118-122 match the control measures in column 1 with their identifying characteristics 
in column 2. 
 

      Co1umn 1       Column 2 
 

Control Measure      Identifying Characteristics 
 
118.  Routes        a.  Should be concealed from rendezvous  

     point to objective 
119.  Objectives       b.  During reduced visibility 
120.  Rendezvous points      c.  Through gaps in enemy defenses 
121.  Infiltration lanes      d.  Enemy reserves, supply dumps, artillery  

     units 
122.  Time of infiltration      e.  Concealed from detection and secure 
 
For group 1 (items 123-127) and group 2 (128-132) match the fundamental of defense in 
column 1 with its characteristic in column 2. 
 
 

GROUP 1 
 
  Column 1       Column 2 
 
 Fundamentals of Defense    Characteristics 
 
123.  Security      a.  Located to assist each other 
124.  Mutual support     b.  Defend from any direction 
125.  Defense in-depth    c.  Using KOCOA 
126.  All-around defense    d.  Continuing fire on the enemy 
127.  Proper use of terrain    e.  Keeping watch and deceiving the enemy. 
 



MCI 0383 R-20 Review Lesson 

     GROUP 2     
 
  Column 1     Column 2 
 
 Fundamentals of Defense    Characteristics 
 
128.  Dispersion     a.  Separate, but mutual supporting  

     movements 
129.  Flexibility     b.  To channel, restrict, stop enemy 
130.  Use of barriers     c.  Deliver fire with supporting weapons 
131.  Coordinated fire plan    d.  Continual developing courses of action 
132.  Maximum use of offensive action  e.  Aggressive, offensive state of mind 
 

*This ends the review lesson.* 
 
 



MCI 0383 R-21 Review Lesson Solutions 

Review Lesson Exercise Solutions      Reference Work Units  
 

  1. a          WU 1.1.1a 
  2. c          WU 1.1.1b 
  3. d          WU 1.1.1b 
  4. d          WU 1.1.1c 
  5. b          WU 1.1.1c 
  6. c          WU 1.1.1d 
  7. b          WU 1.1.1d 
  8. b          WU 1.1.2a 
  9. c          WU 1.1.2a 
10. c          WU 1.1.2b 
11. c          WU 1.1.3a 
12. c          WU 1.1.3b 
13. b          WU 1.1.4a 
14. b          WU 1.1.4a 
15. a          WU 1.1.4b 
16. a          WU 1.1.4b 
17. b          WU 1.2.1a 
18. b          WU 1.2.1a 
19. c          WU 1.2.1a 
20. a          WU 1.2.1d 
21. c          WU 1.2.1d 
22. c          WU 1.2.1d 
23. d          WU 1.2.1e 
24. a          WU 1.2.1e 
25. a          WU 1.2.1e 
26. c          WU 1.2.1e 
27. c          WU 1.2.1f 
28. a          WU 1.2.1f 
29. b          WU 1.2.1f 
30. b          WU 1.2.1g 
31. d          WU 1.2.1g 
32. b          WU 1.2.1g 
33. b          WU 1.2.2a 
34. c          WU 1.2.2b 
35. d          WU 1.2.2c 
36. c          WU 1.2.2c 
37. c          WU 1.2.3a 
38. b          WU 1.2.3a 
39. a          WU 1.2.3a 
40. c          WU 1.2.3a 
41. d          WU 1.2.3b 
42. b          WU 1.2.3b 
43. d          WU 1.2.3b 
 
Review Lesson Exercise Solutions (cont'd) 
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44. b          WU 1.2.3b 
45. d          WU 1.2.3b 
46. c          WU 1.2.3b 
47. d          WU 1.2.4a 
48. a          WU 1.2.4a 
49. a          WU 1.2.4a 
50. a          WU 1.2.4a 
51. c          WU 1.2.4b 
52. c          WU 1.2.4b 
53. c          WU 1.2.4b 
54. a          WU 1.2.5a 
55. d          WU 1.2.5a 
56. a          WU 1.2.5a 
57. b          WU 1.2.5b 
58. d          WU 1.2.5b 
59. c          WU 1.2.5b 
60. b          WU 1.2.5b 
61. d          WU 1.2.5b 
62. d          WU 1.3.1b 
63. b          WU 1.3.1b 
64. a          WU 1.3.1b 
65. d          WU 1.3.1b 
66. d          WU 1.3.1c 
67. b          WU 1.3.1c 
68. a          WU 1.3.1c 
69. c          WU 1.3.1c 
70. b          WU 1.3.1c 
71. b          WU 1.3.1c 
72. d          WU 1.3.2a 
73. d          WU 1.3.2a 
74. b          WU 1.3.2b 
75. b          WU 1.3.2b 
76. c          WU 1.3.2b 
77. a          WU 1.3.2b 
78. d          WU 1.3.3a 
79. c          WU 1.3.3a 
80. a          WU 1.3.3a 
81. d          WU 1.3.3a 
82. d          WU 1.3.3a 
83. d          WU 1.3.3b 
84. d          WU 1.3.3b 
85. a          WU 1.3.3b 
86. a          WU 1.3.3b 
87. d          WU 1.3.3b 
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Review Lesson Exercise Solutions (cont'd) 
 
  88. b          WU 1.1.4c 
  89. d          WU 1.1.4c 
  90. c          WU 1.1.4c 
  91. a          WU 1.1.4c 
  92. a          WU 1.1.4c 
  93. d          WU 1.1.4c 
  94. c          WU 1.1.4c 
  95. b          WU 1.1.4c 
  96. b          WU 1.1.4c 
  97. a          WU 1.1.4c 
  98. c          WU 1.1.4c 
  99. d          WU 1.1.4c 
100. b          WU 1.1.2b 
101. a          WU 1.1.2b 
102. d          WU 1.1.2b 
103. c          WU 1.1.2b 
104. b          WU 1.1.2b 
105. c          WU 1.1.2b 
106. a          WU 1.1.2b 
107. d          WU 1.1.2b 
108. e          WU 1.1.2c 
109. b          WU 1.1.2c 
110. d          WU 1.1.2c 
111. a          WU 1.1.2c 
112. c          WU 1.1.2c 
113. d          WU 1.1.2c 
114. a          WU 1.1.2c 
115. e          WU 1.1.2c 
116. c          WU 1.1.2c 
117. b          WU 1.1.2c 
118. a          WU 1.2.2b 
119. d          WU 1.2.2b 
120. e          WU 1.2.2b 
121. c          WU 1.2.2b 
122. b          WU 1.2.2b 
123. e          WU 1.3.1a 
124. a          WU 1.3.1a 
125. d          WU 1.3.1a 
126. b          WU 1.3.1a 
127. c          WU 1.3.1a 
128. a          WU 1.3.1a 
129. d          WU 1.3.1a 
130. b          WU 1.3.1a 
131. c          WU 1.3.1a 
132. e          WU 1.3.1a 
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